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I will not be able to attend the meeting July10 due to health concerns, severely exacerbated by the current situation in
front of you. It was pointed out that harm caused by the project would be a major consideration in the commissions
judgement. I have undeservedly endured
bullying and intimidation from the applicants family and associates for years now, I tried my best to get along, helping
them move soil up the hill, providing them my excess water always with mixed reciprocation. In recent years the
situation devolved into what we have now and I am not psycologicly or emotionally capable of dealing with them
anymore, it harms my health. I have not bullied them in anyway, apparently others have, when the accusations and
yelling start … I be gone.
Our major concern is the water supply, our production is at a historic low we have never seen before. My parents
bought here in the early 90’s and have always had plentiful water until 7 wells were drilled within a quarter mile of ours,
all for commercial marijuana production, but one domestic well that has not been put into use at this time. WE normally
would produce 2 to 4 thousand gallons a day at this time of year in this type of water year, and we are only getting
about 500 gallons/day from both the well and the spring running full time. I am very concerned that we will not have
enough water to keep our fruit trees and organic garden in production through the year. We have experienced many dry
years but nothing like this, and this is only a moderately dry year, I believe my water supply has been harmed by over
pumping of a small available, very seasonal localized water table! There are places close by that have very good water.
When a commercial farmer considers a project one of the first considerations is ALWAYS the water supply. When they
bought next door there was only a very small seasonal seep that the deer used, all their water came from us in the
beginning. The facts are that this is a small parcel size residential tract with very spotty limited water supplies, and
extremely steep terrain not suitable for commercial farming, in my opinion.
We don’t expect or want all the water
we just want enough to support our domestic needs, as in the past. we do not feel it is proper for a commercial
marijuana grow to harm the water supply of their neighbors, nor do we believe it to be legal according to STATE law,
which is were this dispute over water is headed, because we are fighting for survival, not to get rich growing weed,
therefore we have no choice. They would be a lot better off moving the commercial grow to a bigger parcel with better
water, because when the water runs out they will go broke! We were here first, and that should count for something.
That would be our best case outcome, they move, second best would be that you find the wells to be illegal because of
the proximity to the septic system, which should be the legal finding of the county if the law is followed. Another
possibly acceptable outcome might be a restriction on the number of plants or on how much water they are allowed to
pump, in which case I would demand a water table assessment, and monitoring, paid for by the commercial grows, as
well as redoing the environmental impact reports to reflect the real situation.
I do not desire conflict, I appreciate the complexity of making the correct determination in cases like this. I do feel we
are in the right and that the economic impact the applicant may potentially experience would be unfortunate, but the
harm caused by a commercial marijuana grow displacing a long time resident should be a prevailing factor in your
determinations, in my opinion.
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Thank You, Philip Hennis
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