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August 19, 2013 

Judge Elizabeth Johnson, Presiding Judge 
Trinity County Superior Court 

( U/t)1 1 Court Street 
P.O. Box 1258 

Weaverville, Ca. 96093 

Dear Judge Johnson, 

The following is a response to the Trinity County Grand Jury Report, JUR-2012-2013-002 
CDCR/CAL FIRE Trinity River Conservation Camp: Pride and a plan to go a long way! 

Findings and Recommendations 

Finding 1:The Trinity River Conservation Camp is a well-organized institution that addresses many 
of the needs of Trinity County as well as the State of California. 

Recommendation 1 Continue the programs. We believe they are making great strides that improve 
the well being of our community as well as providing a much needed service to the State of 
California. 

RESPONSE 1: 

I would agree that the Trinity County Conservation Camp has been an asset to the people of this 
county and the people of the State of California. With A13 109, - Realignment- , this program 
will need to be carefully monitored. 

In the past low level offenders were selected from California's state prison system and put on 
work crews that would fight fires, clear brush and provide other labor intensive services to the 
county in which they reside. 

With "Realignment" these lower offenders are no longer sent to state prison but now are 
incarcerated in county jails. The State of California has advised counties that they can send 
these lower level inmates to Cal Fire to be placed in conservation camps but will charge the 
participating county $55 a day to train, house and feed these inmates. The county would also 



still be responsible for those inmates' medical costs as well. Many counties, such as Trinity, 
cannot afford these additional costs and choose to not participate. This has left the State of 
California with no other option but to use higher risk inmates which could potentially put our 
communities at risk. 

Sincerely, 

Bruce Haney, Sheriff 
P.O. Box 1228 
10 Memorial Drive 
Weaverville, Ca. 96093 
(530) 623-3740 

Cc: Wendy Tyler, Trinity County Administrative Officer 


