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1.0 INTRODUCTION

1.1 Introduction and Regulatory Guidance

This document is an Initial Study that summarizes the technical studies prepared for the proposed Trinity
Equipment & Materials, LLC (“T.E.A.M.”) Conditional Use Permit (CUP) and provides justification for a
Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND). This document has been prepared in accordance with the current
California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA), Public Resources Code Section 21000 et seq., and the State
CEQA Guidelines. The purpose of this document is to evaluate the potential environmental impacts of the
proposed Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC Commercial Cannabis Conditional Use Permit project
(hereafter referred to as the “Project” or “proposed project”). Mitigation measures have been proposed to
avoid or minimize any significant impacts that were identified.

1.2 Lead Agency

The Lead Agency is the public agency with primary responsibility for implementing a proposed project.
Accordingly, the Trinity County Planning Department (County) is the CEQA Lead Agency.

1.3 Purpose of the Initial Study

CEQA requires that public agencies document and consider the potential environmental effects of the
agency’s actions that meet CEQA’s definition of a “project.” Briefly summarized, a “project” is an action that
has the potential to result in direct or indirect physical changes in the environment. A project includes the
agency’s direct activities as well as activities that involve public agency approvals or funding. Guidelines for an
agency’s implementation of CEQA are found in the “CEQA Guidelines” (Title 14, Chapter 3 of the California
Code of Regulations).

Provided that a project is not exempt from CEQA, the first step in the agency’s consideration of its potential
environmental effects is the preparation of an Initial Study. The purpose of an Initial Study is to determine
whether the project would involve “significant” environmental effects, as defined by CEQA, and to describe
feasible mitigation measures that would avoid significant effects or reduce them to a level that is less than
significant. If the Initial Study does not identify significant effects, then the agency prepares a Negative
Declaration. If the Initial Study notes significant effects but also identifies mitigation measures that would
reduce these significant effects to a level that is less than significant, then the agency prepares a Mitigated
Negative Declaration. If a project would involve significant effects that cannot be readily mitigated, then the
agency must prepare an Environmental Impact Report. The agency may also decide to proceed directly with
the preparation of an Environmental Impact Report without an Initial Study.

The proposed project is a “project” as defined by CEQA and is not exempt from CEQA consideration. The
County has determined that the Project may potentially have significant environmental effects and therefore
would require preparation of an Initial Study. This Initial Study describes the proposed project and its
environmental setting, discusses the potential environmental effects of the Project, and identifies feasible
mitigation measures that would eliminate any potentially significant environmental effects of the Project or
reduce them to alevel that would be less than significant.

This Initial Study is a public information document that describes the proposed project, existing environmental
setting at the Project site, and potential environmental impacts of construction and operation of the proposed
project. It is intended to inform the public and decision-makers of the proposed project’s potential
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

environmental impacts and to document the lead agency’s compliance with CEQA and the State CEQA
Guidelines.

This Initial Study concludes that the Project would have potentially significant environmental effects, all of
which would be avoided or reduced to alevel that would be less than significant with recommended mitigation
measures. The Project applicant has accepted all the recommended mitigation measures. As a result, the
County will prepare a Mitigated Negative Declaration and issue a Notice of Intent to adopt the Mitigated
Negative Declaration for the Project. The time available for public comment on the Initial Study and Mitigated
Negative Declaration will be shown on the Notice of Intent.

1.4  Regulatory Background Related to Cannabis
State Regulatory Framework

Until 1996, the cultivation, use, and sale of cannabis (also known as marijuana) for any purpose was illegal in
the State of California. In 1996, California voters approved Proposition 215, which allowed seriously ill
Californians the right to obtain and use cannabis for medical purposes when recommended by a physician. In
2015, the State Legislature enacted the Medical Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MCRSA), which
mandated a comprehensive State licensure and regulatory framework for cultivation, manufacturing,
distribution, transportation, testing, and dispensing of medical cannabis on a commercial basis.

As the State was drafting regulations in compliance with MCRSA, California voters in 2016 approved
Proposition 64, which legalized the use and possession of non-medicinal cannabis products within California
by adults age 21 years and older. In June 2017, the State Legislature passed a budget trailer bill, Senate Bill (SB)
94, that repealed MCRSA and integrated its medicinal licensing requirements with Proposition 64 to create
the Medicinal and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act (MAUCRSA). MAUCRSA provides the

regulatory structure for commercial cannabis activities in California.

MAUCRSA designates applicable responsibilities for oversight of cannabis commerce in California to several
State agencies. The Bureau of Cannabis Control (BCC) is the lead agency in regulating commercial cannabis
licenses for retailers, distributors, testing labs, and microbusinesses involved with medical and adult-use
cannabis. CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing, a division of the California Department of Food and Agriculture
(CDFA), licenses and regulates commercial cannabis cultivators and manages the State’s “track-and-trace”
system that tracks cannabis and its products from cultivation to sale. The Manufactured Cannabis Safety
Branch of the California Department of Public Health (CDPH) is responsible for regulation of commercial
cannabis manufacturing. In accordance with MAUCRSA, all three agencies have adopted emergency
regulations related to their respective responsibilities, and all three have drafted permanent regulations that
are currently undergoing the State rulemaking process.

Itis important to note that, although California allows medicinal and adult use, cannabis remains classified as
a Schedule 1 controlled substance under the federal Controlled Substances Act of 1970. Individuals engaging
in cultivation and other cannabis-related activities risk prosecution under federal law.

Local Regulatory Framework
Trinity County occupies an area of about 2.053 miillion acres (3,208 square miles) in northwestern California.

Of the total acreage, about 75% is owned and managed by federal agencies such as the U.S. Forest Service

(USFS), the Bureau of Reclamation (BOR), and the Bureau of Land Management (BLM). The remaining lands
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

are mostly privately-owned properties under the land use authority of the County. Lands in private ownership
are located mainly along the primary waterways and in adjacent valleys (Trinity County 2017).

Trinity County has a history as a cannabis-producing region. The County’s geographic and climatic
conditions, low population density, and availability of resource lands previously utilized for forestry and
grazing have attracted an influx of individuals for the purpose of participating in cannabis activity (Trinity
County Project Initial Study 2017). Since 2016, the County has issued approximately 425 cultivation licenses.
As of 2018, there were approximately 310 active licensed sites and another 25 in the licensing process. It is
estimated by Trinity County that more than 3,500 unpermitted cultivation operations exist on private land in
the County, and 10-20 illegal trespass grows on public lands.

Trinity County has enacted several ordinances that apply to various aspects of commercial cannabis.
Ordinance No. 315-823, subsequently amended, created regulations on commercial cannabis cultivation,
including the designation of several zoning districts as appropriate locations for licensed cultivation without
encumbrances. The total amount of land within these designated zoning districts is approximately 187,782
acres, with another 11,989 acres encumbered by ordinance provisions (Trinity County Project Initial Study
2017). The license types for cannabis cultivation, described in the CDFA regulations that are allowed by the
County at this time are the following:

® “Specialty Cottage Outdoor” for outdoor cultivation up to 25 mature plants.

® “Specialty Cottage Indoor” —for indoor cultivation with 500 square feet or less of total canopy.

® “Specialty Cottage Mixed-Light Tier 1 and 2” — for cultivation using mixed light (i.e., sunlight and
artificial light) with 2,500 square feet or less of total canopy. “Tier I” means the use of artificial light
at a rate of six watts or less per square foot, and “Tier 2” means the use of artificial light at a rate
greater than six watts but no greater than 25 watts per square foot.

® “Specialty Outdoor” —for outdoor cultivation less than or equal to 5,000 square feet of total canopy,
or up to 50 mature plants on noncontiguous plots.

® “Specialty Mixed-Light Tier 1 and 2” — for cultivation using mixed light between 2,501 and 5,000
square feet of total canopy.

e  “Small Outdoor” —for outdoor cultivation between 5,001 and 10,000 square feet of total canopy.

e  “Small Mixed-Light Tier I and 2” —for cultivation using mixed light between 5,001 and 10,000 square
feet of total canopy.

e  “Medium Outdoor” —for outdoor cultivation between 10,001 square feet and one acre in total canopy.
1.5 Incorporation by Reference

In accordance with Section 15150 of the State CEQA Guidelines to reduce the size of the report, the following
documents are hereby incorporated by reference into this Initial Study and are available for public review at
the Trinity County Planning Department. A brief synopsis of the scope and content of each of these documents
is provided below.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Trinity County General Plan

The Trinity County General Plan (General Plan) is a long-range planning guide for growth and development
for the County. The General Plan serves two basic purposes: 1) to identify the goals for the future physical,
social, and economic development of the County; and 2) to describe and identify policies and actions adopted
to attain those goals. The General Plan is a comprehensive document that addresses seven (7) mandatory
elements/ issues in accordance with State law. These elements include Land Use, Housing, Circulation,
Conservation, Open Space, Noise, and Public Safety. Other issues that affect the County, including Public
Facilities and Services, Recreation, and Economic Development are addressed on a local level in the Douglas
City, Hayfork, Junction City, Lewiston, and Weaverville Community Plans. The County’s General Plan was
utilized throughout this Initial Study as the fundamental planning document governing development on the
proposed project site. Background information and policy information from the General Plan is cited in several
sections of this Initial Study.

Weaverville Community Plan

The Weaverville Community Plan is the planning guideline for the future development of the area which
establishes a framework for both private and public projects within the area to maintain the area’s high quality
of life. The plan was adopted in 1990 and addresses approximately 20 square miles (12,800 acres). The plan
addresses nine (9) key issues including Housing and Population, Transportation, Public Facilities and Services,
Economic Development, Parks and Recreation, Hazards, Natural Resources, Land Use and Community
Design. The plan was designed to implement the County General Plan while updating the General Plan relative
to the community goals and objectives.

Trinity County Zoning Ordinance

The Trinity County Ordinance No. 315 established a Zoning Plan in an effort to promote and protect public
health. The Zoning Plan serves three (3) basic purposes: 1) to assist in providing a definite plan of development
for the County, and to guide, control and regulate the future growth of the County, in accordance with said
plan; 2) to protect the character and the social and economic stability of agricultural, residential, commercial,
industrial, and other areas, within the County and to assure the orderly and beneficial development of such
areas; and 3) to minimize harm to public safety resulting from the location of buildings, and the uses thereof,
and of land adjacent to highways which are a part of the Circulation Element of the General Plan, or which are
important thoroughfares, in such manner as to cause interference with existing or prospective traffic
movement on said highways. The Zoning Plan specified and established designations, locations and
boundaries of zoning districts. The districts explicitly established permitted uses including building types,
building heights, lot dimensions, yard dimensions, lot setbacks, lot coverage, allowable uses, density, and
allowable accessory buildings and uses.

Trinity County Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance No. 315-823

Under the Ordinance No. 315, enacted on October 3, 2017, Trinity County enacted several ordinances that
apply to various aspects of commercial cannabis cultivation. Initially Ordinance No. 315-823, subsequently
amended, created regulations on commercial cannabis cultivation, including the designation of several zoning
districts as appropriate locations for licensed cultivation without encumbrances. The Ordinance also identified
exclusionary standards to indicate restrictions that would cause an application to not be approved.
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1.0 INTRODUCTION

Trinity County Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance No. 315-829

Under Ordinance No. 315-829, enacted on February 6, 2018, Trinity County amended Section 28 of the

Zoning Ordinance No. 315 pertaining to commercial cannabis cultivation.
Trinity County Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance No. 315-830

Under Ordinance No. 315-830, enacted on March 6, 2018, Trinity County amended Section 28 of the Zoning
Ordinance No. 315 pertaining to commercial cannabis cultivation. The amendment clarified allowable
cultivation types and allowable simultaneous commercial cannabis activities.

Trinity County Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance No. 315-841

Under Ordinance No. 315-841, enacted on September 19, 2018, Trinity County amended Section 43 of the
Zoning Ordinance No. 315 pertaining to commercial cannabis cultivation. The amendment clarified that a
cultivator may “self-transport” their product without being required to obtain a County distribution permit.

Trinity County Cannabis Cultivation Ordinance No. 315-843

The Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843, enacted on March 20, 2019, amended Section 43 of the Zoning
Ordinance No. 315 pertaining to commercial cannabis cultivation. The amendment removed the requirement
for an applicant to prove residency in the county for a minimum of one year as well as the limit of one
application per person/ entity or legal parcel.

1.76 Review Process

This Initial Study is being circulated for public and agency review as required by CEQA. Because State agencies
will act as responsible or trustee agencies, the County will circulate the Initial Study to the State Clearinghouse
of the Governor’s Office of Planning and Research for distribution and a 30-day review period. During the
review period, written comments may be submitted to:

TRINITY COUNTY
Department of Planning
61 Airport Road
Weaverville, CA 96093

Kimberly Hunter, Director of Building & Planning

khunter@trinitycounty.org
(530) 623-1351 ext. 2
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

2.1 Project Location and Setting
Regional Setting

The Project area lies within Trinity County, California in the Klamath Mountain Province. This region is at the
junction of the uplifted Coast Ranges, the volcanic Cascades, and the ancient volcanic roots of the Sierra
Nevada. The Trinity Basin is characterized by cold, wet winters and dry summers. The Trinity watershed
drains into the Klamath River, which empties into the Pacific Ocean west of Trinity County. Several plant
communities are present in the region, including Klamath mixed conifer, foothill pine (gray pine), mixed
chaparral, montane hardwood, montane riparian, and riverine flora. In general, the growing season ranges
from March 1 to October 31, but may be as short as mid-June through early September in some areas. Most
herbaceous growth occurs during a relatively short period in late spring, ceasing as soil moisture depletes in
early summer.

Local Setting

The proposed project is located adjacent to Weaver Creek which merges with West Weaver Creek and is a
tributary of the Trinity River watershed. The proposed project parcel is within the limits of the incorporated
town of Weaverville, California. Historical onsite activities included resource extraction (e.g. timber harvest
and gravel mining). The subject parcel is bounded on the southeast by similar industrial uses, to the
northwest by public facilities (wastewater treatment plant), to the west by the Weaver Creek riverine zone,
and to the east by the Weaver Basin Wetlands conservation easement area.

Project Location

The proposed Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC (“T.E.A.M.”) Commercial Cannabis Conditional Use
Permit Project (“Project”, “proposed project”) is located within Trinity County, in the town of Weaverville.
The Project site is located at 311 Industrial Park Way, Weaverville, California. The 6.90-acre site is situated
on the Lower Bench area of the Trinity Alps Business Park. identified as Assessor Parcel Number (APN) 024-
220-56. Primary site access is provided via the paved Industrial Park Way road off of Highway 299. The site
is also identified on the Weaverville USGS quadrangle map, Section 18, Township 33N North, Range 9 West,
Mount Diablo Base Meridian (MDBM). The location of the proposed project is shown on Figure 2.0-1 with a
site plan shown on Figure 2.0-2. The parcels immediately surrounding the Project are designated by the
County’s General Plan as either Industrial (1) or Commercial (C).

Existing Conditions

The land encompassing the Project area is located on a currently undeveloped and highly disturbed industrial
site which in the past was the site of a concrete aggregate operation. The parcel falls under the Industrial (I)
General Plan designation, with a zoning designation of Specific Unit Development (SUD). The site is
surrounded by parcels are all zoned SUD and, as mentioned before, with either Industrial or Commercial
General Plan designations. The Project site is located outside the Weaver Creek — Lance Gulch designated
100-year floodplain, as shown in Figure 2.0-3. Surrounding land uses include a former sand and gravel
operation, a former soil business, and a Commercial Cannabis Nursery approved by Trinity County Planning
in 2018.bordering the proposed project parcel.

The site currently has two existing buildings left over from the former concrete plant and a sewer system
connection to the Weaverville Sewer District. Water is provided by the Weaverville Community Services

Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use Permit Application
April 2021 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

2.0-1



2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

District (Weaverville CSD) and is connected to a water meter. Power is provided by the Trinity Public Utilities
District (TPUD).

2.2  Proposed Uses

The purpose of this Project is to operate a commercial cannabis business onsite as a permitted and licensed
use under the County’s cannabis ordinances. The Project, as proposed, meets the requirements for uses
compatible within the Industrial (I) General Plan designation, is consistent with the Specific Unit
Development (SUD) zoning.

Related Zoning and Uses

The subject property has been zoned by the County as Specific Unit Development (SUD), which at this
location (Area 1, Trinity Alps Business Park, Lower Level) allows for industrial uses, including Wholesale Sales
and Distribution conducted within a building (without the need for securing a Use Permit) and any use with
more than 20,000 sq. ft. of floor and/or which “would exceed 60 decibels at the property line of the use”
and/or “generates air emissions, ... noise, offensive odors ... which may be detrimental to the public health,
safety or welfare” after first securing a Use Permit. The proposed uses, as described by the applicant and
evaluated in this document, are consistent with the uses allowed for SUD zoned lands.

The parcel hosting the Project site for the proposed uses is located on the site of a former concrete aggregate
operation. The previous parcel was subdivided and a 1.8-acre parcel that was split off from the original parcel
was subsequently approved for a Conditional Use Permit for a Commercial Cannabis Nursery on May 24,

2017. A Mitigated Negative Declaration (State Clearinghouse No. 2018042058) was adopted on the same

date and is hereby incorporated by reference.
Proposed Operations
The proposed project includes the five following proposed licensed operations and uses:

1. Nursery: Operations will be conducted inside propagation chambers in buildings up to 2,000 sq. ft.
and in up to 20,000 sq. ft. of enclosed greenhouses, with impermeable floors. The Nursery will
employ 2 people for 4 months of the year and 8 people for 8 months of the year.

2. Processor: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 5,000 sq. ft.
Pursuant to state license conditions the interior environment will be strictly controlled including
temperature, humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to
venting to the atmosphere. The Processor operation will employ up to 20 persons, with the largest
numbers expected between June and December.

3. Non-Volatile Manufacturing: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to
5,000 sq. ft. Pursuant to state license conditions the interior environment will be strictly controlled
including temperature, humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior
to venting to the atmosphere. All entrances, exits, loading docks, cannabis storage facilities and
related operations will be covered by video monitoring and 24-hour onsite security. The

Manufacturing operation will employ 4-8 persons throughout the year.
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2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

4. Distribution: Operations will be conducted inside 1 to 2 enclosed steel buildings, each up to 5,000
sq. ft. Pursuant to state license conditions the interior environment will be strictly controlled including
temperature, humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to
venting to the atmosphere. All entrances, exits, cannabis storage facilities, administrative hold
areas, packaging operations and loading docks will be covered by video monitoring and 24-hour

onsite security. The Distribution operation will employ 6-12 persons throughout the year.

5. Testing: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 2,000 sq. ft. Pursuant
to state licensing conditions the interior environment will be strictly controlled for temperature,
humidity, and airflow. Entrance will be strictly controlled by a key card system and as required by
state regulation, any cannabis remaining after testing must be destroyed. The Testing operation will

employ 2-4 persons throughout the year.

While the Nursery will only involve low-intensity lighting, any of the greenhouses using artificial light will be
covered at dusk so that no glare escapes. Security lighting will be directional and generally downcast to avoid
any glare impacts on surrounding businesses, scenic vistas, and residences on the Davis Road — Ponderosa
Lane bluff that look down on the Business Park’s Lower Bench.

Each separate building that handles cannabis or cannabis products open to the internal environment will
maintain a sufficient number of exhaust fans (Model: Vortex V-16XL, capacity 3800 CFM) with inline
carbon filters to create negative air pressure throughout the building at all times during operating hours. For
the 5,000 square foot buildings, assuming 20’ ceilings throughout (100,000 CF), this will entail 3 fans in
each building so that the internal air is exchanged through the filters six times per hour. Fans will exhaust out
the back of each building so as to minimize any noise they may create.

The Applicant will coordinate with the Trinity County Sheriff’s Department to develop a security system and
emergency response plan consistent with state regulatory requirements. The proposed Security and
Emergency Response Plan is outlined as follows.

Pursuant to Bureau of Cannabis Control regulations, only employees or authorized
individuals will have access to all limited-access areas of the licensed premises. [16 CCR §
5042]. All employees will, at all times while engaged in commercial cannabis activities,
display a laminated identification badge, including a photograph in accordance with BCC
regulations. [16 CCR § 5043]. Individuals not employed by the Licensee(s) will be escorted
at all times while within the limited-access areas. The Licensee will maintain a log recording
the name, affiliation, date, time and reason that any non-employee enters a limited-access
area. [16 CCR § 5042]. All limited-access areas will be secured with commercial-grade,
nonresidential door locks pursuant to BCC Regulations. [16 CCR § 5046].

As required by BCC regulations, [16 CCR § 5044] the following locations will be kept under

24-hour, time-stamped, digital video surveillance (retained for at least 90 days):

1) Areas where cannabis goods are weighed, packed, stored, loaded and unloaded for
transportation, prepared, or moved with the licensed premises;

2) Limited-access areas;

3) Security rooms;
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4) Areas storing a surveillance-system storage device with at least one camera
recording the access points to the secured surveillance recording area; and

5) Entrances and exits to the licensed premises, which will be recorded from both
indoor and outdoor vantage points.

All licensed premises will maintain an alarm system in accordance with Business &
Professions Code § 7590.1(n) and BCC regulations. [16 CCR § 5047]. The alarm records
and video recordings are available to BCC agents and employees, additionally the
Licensee(s) will make the same information available to the Trinity County Sheriff’s Office.

All Licensees will contract for at least one security guard on the licensed premises at all
times. The security guards may be employees or contracted by the Licensee(s) and in all
instances will be licensed by the Bureau of Security and Investigative Services and will
comply with Chapters 11.4 & 11.5 of Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code.

In the event of a security emergency, the security guard will initiate contact with the Trinity
County Sheriff’s Office and will serve as the point person for any necessary interactions with
TCSO deputies or other law enforcement officers. The alarm system will be designed to
allow for silent notification to the TCSO in the event a phone call is not possible. The TCSO
emergency response plan can be detailed in Closed Session, if required.

Site Access

The subject property’s main access is provided through an existing paved road (Industrial Park Way), from
which an unimproved onsite access road is entered through a controlled locking gate. No new roadway
encroachments are required for the implementation of the proposed project.

Water Availability

Woater is provided to the Project site by the Weaverville Community Services District. The proposed project
will not require the use of any groundwater or other/additional water resources for any of its operations. The
parcel is served by a 2” water line and meter from the Weaverville Community Services District. Pursuant to
Weaverville CSD’s Standard Water Service Rates, a 2” meter is allowed 3500 cubic feet of water per month
as part of the minimum charge. Water use above the minimum allocation is billed at the rate of $1.68 per 100
cubic feet.

The Nursery is the only proposed use that will consume a significant amount of water beyond that required
for employee bathrooms and break areas. Immature cannabis plants and clones use significantly less water
than plants in vegetative growth and require up to 1”7 of water per week during the hottest parts of the year.
For purposes of conservative calculation, assuming every square inch of the 20,000 sq.ft. allocated to
Nursery is occupied by an immature cannabis plant in a container, the maximum monthly water usage would
be 6,667 cubic feet [20,000 sq.ft. x 0.33 feet (4 weeks @ 1”/week)] resulting in an additional monthly
charge of $53.76 [6,667 cubic feet — 3500 cubic feet (monthly allocation) x $1.68/100 cubic feet].

If necessary, the Nursery operations can be curtailed to meet requirements consistent with the most recent
Weaverville CSD Irrigation Ordinance as part of the Drought Contingency mandated by the State Water
Board during the severe drought in 2015.
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Domestic Wastewater Discharge

The site maintains an existing municipal sewer system that would continue to serve the subject property
treating typical residential-grade wastewater from daily employee use. Subject to seasonal fluctuations (i.e.,
depending upon the time of year), it is anticipated there would be at a maximum forty-four (44) full-time

onsite employees.

Any wastewater runoff from the Nursery operation will be conducted through floor drains to a cistern that will
be pumped and trucked offsite. All proposed uses will take place within enclosed buildings over impermeable
floors. No wastewater, other than that generated by sinks and toilets, will be discharged to the Weaverville
Sanitary District or the surrounding environment.
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April 2021 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

2.0-5



2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

This page intentionally left blank.

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration April 2021

2.0-6



2.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION

N
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Figure 2.0-2, Site Plan
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Parcel Boundary Figure 2.0-3, Weaver Creek - Lance Gulch 100-year Flood Zones
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

1. Project Title: Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use
Permit Application

2. Lead Agency Name and Address: Trinity County Department of Planning, 61 Airport
Road, P.O. Box 2819, Weaverville, CA 96093

3. Contact Person and Phone Number: Kimberly Hunter, Director of Building & Planning, (530)
623-1351 ext. 2

4. Project Location: The Project is located in the Lower Bench of the Trinity
Alps Business Park in the unincorporated Town of
Weaverville, in Trinity County. It is proposed for
development on the site of a former concrete aggregate
operation. The Project is located at 311 Industrial Park
Way, Weaverville, California on Trinity County Assessor
Parcel Number (APN) 024-220-56, approximately
6.90 acres in size. Refer to Figure 2.0-1 (Project
Location) and Figure 2.0-2 (Site Plan) for specific

information on the Project location and activities.

5. Project Sponsor’'s Name and Address:  Thomas Ballanco, Manager, Trinity Equipment &
Materials, LLC, P.O. Box 2878, Weaverville, CA 96093

6. General Plan Designation: Industrial (1)
Zoning: Specific Unit Development (SUD)

8. Description of Project:

The applicant is applying for the appropriate commercial cannabis licenses to allow for a Nursery,
Processing, Non-volatile Manufacturing, and Distribution, and Testing operations. The existing
site conditions are already highly disturbed as a result of the prior concrete aggregate operation.
The Nursery operations would be conducted inside propagation chambers in buildings up to 2,000
sq. ft. and in up 10 20,000 sq. ft. of enclosed greenhouses, with impermeable floors. The Processor
operations would be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 5,000 sq. ft. Pursuant to
state license conditions the interior environment will be strictly controlled including temperature,
humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the
atmosphere. The Non-volatile Manufacturing operations would be conducted inside an enclosed
steel building up to 5,000 sq. ft.; pursuant to state license conditions the interior environment
would be strictly controlled including temperature, humidity, and airflow, and any exhaust would
be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the atmosphere. All entrances, exits, loading
docks, cannabis storage facilities and related operations will be covered by video monitoring and
24-hour onsite security. The Distribution operations would be conducted inside 1 - 2 enclosed steel
buildings, each up to 5,000 sq. ft.; pursuant to state license conditions the interior environment
would be strictly controlled including temperature, humidity, and airflow, and any exhaust would
be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the atmosphere. All entrances, exits, cannabis
storage facilities, administrative hold areas, packaging operations and loading docks will be
covered by video monitoring and 24-hour onsite security. The Testing operations would be
conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 2,000 sq. ft.; pursuant to state licensing
conditions the interior environment would be strictly controlled for temperature, humidity, and
airflow, and the entrance(s) will be strictly controlled by a key card system and as required by state
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

regulation. Any cannabis remaining after testing will be destroyed.
9. Surrounding Land Uses and Setting:

The surrounding parcels are all zoned SUD, with either Industrial or Commercial General Plan
Designations. This project site is located away from the Weaver Creek 100-year floodplain, as
shown in Figure 2.0-3. Surrounding land uses include a former sand and gravel operation, a former
soil business, and a Commercial Cannabis Nursery approved by Trinity County Planning in 2018.

10. Other Public Agencies Whose Approval is Required:

Other required permits for which the applicant is in the process of preparing applications for
submittal include but are not limited to the Bureau of Cannabis Control for approval of the
Distribution operation, California Department of Food and Agriculture/CalCannabis for approval
of the Processing operation, California Department of Public Health for Live Scan Service, Trinity
County Department of Environmental Health, Trinity County Building Department, the California
State Water Resources Control Board, and California Department of Fish and Wildlife.

1. Have California Native American tribes traditionally and culturally affiliated with the project
area requested consultation pursuant to Public Resources Code section 21080.3.1? If so, is
there a plan for consultation that includes, for example, the determination of significance of
impacts to tribal cultural resources, procedures regarding confidentiality, etc.?

Tribal consultation pursuant to AB 52 was initiated on August 18, 2020 Nor-Rel-Muk, Redding
Rancheria, Round Valley, and Wintu tribes. The Applicant is not aware of any responses to the
inquiry requesting initiation of consultation under the provisions of AB 52.

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC
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Environmental Factors Potentially Affected

The environmental factors checked below would be potentially affected by this project, as indicated by the

checklist on the following pages.

X] Aesthetics Agriculture/ Forestry X]  Air Quality

Resources

Biological Resources Cultural Resources Energy

Geology/Soils Greenhouse Gas Emissions Hazards and Hazardous

Materials

Hydrology/Water Quality Land Use/Planning Mineral Resources

Noise Population/Housing Public Services

Recreation Transportation Tribal Cultural Resources

[ I R I R W
I I 0 = O
XXOO OO0

Utilities/Service Systems Wildfire Mandatory Findings of

Significance
Determination

On the basis of this initial evaluation:

[l Ifind that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the environment, and a
NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

X Ifind that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not
be a significant effect in this case because revisions in the project have been made by or agreed to by the

project proponent. A MITIGATED NEGATIVE DECLARATION will be prepared.

[] Ifind that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the environment, and an
ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required.

[] Ifind that the proposed project MAY have a “potentially significant impact” or “potentially significant
unless mitigated” impact on the environment, but at least one effect (1) has been adequately analyzed in an
earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and (2) has been addressed by mitigation

measures based on the earlier analysis as described on attached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT
REPORT is required, but it must analyze only the effects that remain to be addressed.

[] Ifind that although the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all
potentially significant effects (a) have been analyzed adequately in an earlier EIR or NEGATIVE
DECLARATION pursuant to applicable standards, and (b) have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to
that earlier EIR or NEGATIVE DECLARATION, including revisions or mitigation measures that are

imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required.

April 26, 2021

Signature Date
Kim Hunter Trinity County Planning Department
Printed Name For
Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use Permit Application
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

Evaluation of Environmental Impacts

1.

A brief explanation is required for all answers except “No Impact” answers that are adequately
supported by the information sources a lead agency cites in the parentheses following each question. A
“No Impact” answer is adequately supported if the referenced information sources show that the impact
simply does not apply to projects like the one involved (e.g., the project falls outside a fault rupture zone).
A “No Impact” answer should be explained if it is based on project-specific factors as well as general
standards (e.g., the project will not expose sensitive receptors to pollutants, based on a project-specific
screening analysis).

All answers must take account of the whole action involved, including offsite as well as onsite, cumulative
as well as project-level, indirect as well as direct, and construction as well as operational impacts.

Once the lead agency has determined that a particular physical impact may occur, the checklist answers
must indicate whether the impact is potentially significant, less than significant with mitigation, or less
than significant. “Potentially Significant Impact” is appropriate if there is substantial evidence that an
effect may be significant. If there are one or more “Potentially Significant Impact” entries when the
determination is made, an Environmental Impact Report (EIR) is required.

“Negative Declaration: Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated” applies when the
incorporation of mitigation measures has reduced an effect from a “Potentially Significant Impact” to a
“Less-than-Significant Impact”. The lead agency must describe the mitigation measures and briefly
explain how they reduce the effect to a less-than-significant level. (Mitigation measures from Section
XVII, “Earlier Analyses”, may be cross-referenced.)

Earlier analyses may be used if, pursuant to tiering, program EIR, or other CEQA process, an effect has
been adequately analyzed in an earlier EIR or negative declaration [Section 15063(c)(3)(D)]. In this
case, a brief discussion should identify the following:

Earlier Analysis Used. ldentify and state where earlier analyses are available for review.

b. Impacts Adequately Addressed. Identify which effects from the above checklist were within the scope
of and adequately analyzed in an earlier document pursuant to applicable legal standards and state
whether such effects were addressed by mitigation measures based on the earlier analysis.

c. Mitigation Measures. For effects that are “Less than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated,”
describe the mitigation measures that were incorporated or refined from the earlier document and
the extent to which they address site-specific conditions for the project.

Lead agencies are encouraged to incorporate into the checklist references to information sources for
potential impacts (e.g., general plans, zoning ordinances). Reference to a previously prepared or outside
document should, when appropriate, include a reference to the page or pages where the statement is
substantiated.

Supporting Information Sources: A source list should be attached, and other sources used or individuals
contacted should be cited in the discussion.

This is only a suggested form, and lead agencies are free to use different formats; however, lead agencies
should normally address the questions from this checklist that are relevant to a project’s environmental
effects in whatever format is selected.

The explanation of each issue should identify:
a. thesignificance criteria or threshold, if any, used to evaluate each question; and

b. the mitigation measure identified, if any, to reduce the impact to a less-than-significant level.

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
l. Aesthetics Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Except as provided in Public Resources Code Section

21099, would the project:

a. Have asubstantial adverse effect on a scenic vista? ] [] [] X
b.  Substantially damage scenic resources, including, ] [] X []
but not limited to, trees, rock outcroppings, and

historic buildings along a scenic highway?

c. Innonurbanized areas, substantially degrade the [] [] X []
existing visual character or quality of public views of
the site and its surroundings? (Public views are those
that are experienced from publicly accessible
vantage point). If the project is in an urbanized area,
would the project conflict with applicable zoning
and other regulations governing scenic quality?

d. Create a new source of substantial light or glare that [] X [] []
would adversely affect daytime or nighttime views in
the area?

Setting:

The Project site is surrounded predominantly by resource lands and open space to the west and south,
commercial properties to the east, and rural residential and high-density residential uses to the north. Like
the Project site itself, the other parcels on the Lower Bench of the Business Park are all highly disturbed and at
this stage of development are not yet landscaped, and therefore would not be considered scenic resources;
consequently, the Project as proposed would not adversely affect a scenic resource. The existing built
environment in the immediate vicinity of the proposed project includes public maintained access roads,
scattered residual structures and debris from past industrial uses, and public wastewater treatment plant
facility. The proposed project would have the same general features as other approved uses a variety of
above below-ground utility services. The nearest residence (offsite) is located approximately 693 feet (0.13

mile) northeast of and uphill from the Project site (parcel boundary).

State Route (SR) 299/3 runs north-south through the area and is approximately 1,585 feet (0.30 mile) due
east of the Project, also up the hill. Weaver Creek runs adjacent to the Project site to the southwest; Lance
Gulch runs to the northeast, which includes the constructed Weaver Basin Wetlands conservation easement
area immediately across Industrial Park Way road from the proposed project site. The downstream
confluence of Lance Gulch and Weaver Creek occurs about 862 feet (0.16 mile) southeast of the Project’s

southern parcel boundary.

The Project site and the adjacent, contiguous parcels on the Lower Bench of the Business Park are all highly
disturbed and denuded of forest cover. The terrain to the west and south is characterized by forested
mountainous terrain; to the north and east is the developed areas of the town of Weaverville. The riparian

zone of Weaver Creek is the western visual boundary from Project site, separated from the site by a 10- to 12-

Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use Permit Application
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3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

foot-high (possibly as high as 14 feet in places) levee made up of dredge tailings. There are no direct views of
the Project from the creek channel, and no views of the creek from the Project site due to the presence of the

visual barrier of the dredge tailings and/or the thick riparian corridor.

The County has not designated specific scenic vistas in the immediate Project area as a part of the General
Plan and there is not a designated State scenic highway or scenic highway corridor in the vicinity of the
Project. The section of SR 299 between Arcata and Redding (which includes the section that passes by the
Trinity Alps Business Park) is the Trinity Scenic Byway, a federal (National Forest) Scenic Byway.

Discussion of Impacts:

a) NoImpact. Scenic vistas are defined as expansive views of highly valued landscapes from publicly
accessible viewpoints. Scenic vistas include views of natural features such as topography, water
courses, outcrops, and natural vegetation, as well as man-made scenic structures. There are no
views of the site from SR 299 as the site is 100 feet lower in elevation than the highway and obscured
from view both by buildings, landscaping and vegetation in general fronting the roadway, and cutoff
from the 1,585-foot-long viewshed by the bluff that drops off down to the creek terrace upon which
the Project site is situated. There are no General Plan-designated scenic vistas in the Project vicinity.
The proposed project site is also already highly disturbed and would not be considered a scenic
resource such that new site development and improvements would further degrade the existing
visual character; additionally, full site buildout would include new well-designed buildings and well-
executed landscaping which would further enhance the site’s visual quality, resulting in a net
beneficial impact relative to existing conditions. Based on these factors, there would be no

substantial adverse impacts to scenic vistas resulting from implementation of the proposed project.

b) Less Than Significant Impact. Three sections of SR 299 are eligible for inclusion in the State Scenic
Highway System: from US 101 to SR 96, from SR 3 to I-5, and from SR 89 to SR139; however, none
are officially designated as a scenic highway by the California Department of Transportation, and
none of these stretches include the area of the Project site. While the section of SR 299 that passes by
the Business Park is part of the Trinity Scenic Byway, a National Forest Scenic Byway, for reasons
described above in (a) above, development of the Project site as proposed would not be visible from
the elevation of the highway. Based on these factors, impacts to scenic resources along a scenic

highway from the development of the Project are considered less than significant.

c) Lessthan Significant Impact. Project development would have both short- and long-term visual effects
on the immediate area surrounding the Project site, although the proposed improvements would
meet the development standards allowed for the Business Park and SUD zoning requirements (see
Attachment A). They are also being proposed for areas and/or within structures that have been
developed by previous activities that changed the visual landscape at that time, and those that are
proposed to be constructed will be consistent with other existing and proposed structures at this
location. As the Business Park is situated in a quasi-urban setting and is an appendage of and within
the limits of the town of Weaverville’s urban area, the proposed project conforms to the applicable
zoning and other regulations governing the scenic quality of development within the Business Park.
In addition, as described previously in (a), the existing site is vacant, and development of this Project

would only enhance the site through new buildings and well-executed landscaping, resulting in a net
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beneficial impact relative to existing conditions. Therefore, impacts to the visual character of the

surrounding area or impacts to public views are considered less than significant.

d) Less Than Significant with Mitigation Incorporated. Light pollution occurs when nighttime views of the
stars and sky are diminished by an over-abundance of light coming from the ground. Light pollution
is a potential impact from the operation of any light source at night. Proper light shields, lighting
design, and landscaping are commonly used to reduce light pollution generated from lighting by
blocking the conveyance of light upwards. The result is that the lights are not visible from above;
therefore, ambient light is not added to the nighttime sky. In addition, light reflecting off surfaces
during daylight hours has the potential to create a source of glare in the vicinity of the proposed

project.

Other than the Nursery operation inside greenhouses that allow for receipt of sunlight transmission
during daylight hours, all the proposed project operations would take place completely within
permitted structures, and away from public view. The County Cannabis Cultivation ordinance
(Ordinance No. 315-823 and amendments) as well as CDFA licensing regulations [3 California
Code of Regulations (CCR) § 8304(c) and (g)] require light generated by the proposed project
would be required to be both (1) downcast, shielded and/or screened to keep light from emanating
offsite or into the sky, and (2) light uses for operations require that lighting in greenhouses is shielded
so that little to no light escapes, and light shall not escape at a level that is visible from neighboring
properties between sunset and sunrise. The Nursery would utilize only low-intensity lighting, and the
greenhouses will be covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes. Security lighting will be
directional and generally downcast to avoid any light and/or glare impacts on surrounding industrial

properties or residences up on the bluff to the northeast.

After evaluation of the proposed project, and the potential forimpacts due to new lighting sources,
the implementation of the standard requirements of the County’s General Plan and Weaverville
Town Plan provide a uniform standard for reduction and minimization of light trespass. With
adherence to applicable General Plan/Town Plan policies and provisions of the Cannabis
Cultivation Ordinance as regards impacts related to light pollution and glare, impacts would be less

than significant with mitigation incorporated.

Mitigation Measures: The following mitigation measures have been developed to reduce potential impacts
related to creating new sources of substantial light or glare adversely affecting daytime or nighttime views in

the area to less than significant levels:

Mitigation Measure A-1: The Nursery would utilize only low-intensity lighting, and the greenhouses
will be covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes. Security lighting will be directional and
generally downcast to avoid any light and/or glare impacts on surrounding industrial properties or

residences up on the bluff to the northeast.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation, with implementation of the identified mitigation measures

the Project will have a less than significant impact to Aesthetics.

References:
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Less than
Potentially Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Il. Agriculture and Forestry Resources Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

In determining whether impacts on agricultural resources are
significant environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to
the California Agricultural Land Evaluation and Site
Assessment Model (1997) prepared by the California Dept. of
Conservation as an optional model to use in assessing impacts
on agriculture and farmland. In determining whether impacts
on forest resources, including timberland, are significant
environmental effects, lead agencies may refer to information
compiled by the California Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection regarding the state’s inventory of forest land,
including the Forest and Range Assessment Project and the
Forest Legacy Assessment Project, and forest carbon
measurement methodology provided in the Forest Protocols
adopted by the California Air Resources Board. Would the
project:

a.  Convert Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland |:| |:| |:| |Z|
of Statewide Importance (Farmland), as shown on the
maps prepared pursuant to the Farmland Mapping and
Monitoring Program of the California Resources Agency,
to non-agricultural use?

b.  Conflict with existing zoning for agricultural use or ] ] ] X
conflict with a Williamson Act contract?

c. Conflict with existing zoning for, or cause rezoning of |:| |:| |:| |Z|
forest land (as defined in Public Resources Code Section
12220(g)), timberland (as defined by Public Resources
Code Section 4526), or timberland zoned Timberland
Production (as defined by Government Code Section

51104(g))?
d.  Resultin the loss of forest land or conversion of forest ] ] ] X

land to non-forest use?

e. Involve other changes in the existing environment that, O O Il X
due to their location or nature, could result in conversion
of Farmland to non-agricultural use or conversion of
forest land to non-forest use?

Setting:
AGRICULTURAL RESOURCES

According to the California Department of Conservation, Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program

(FMMP), there is no Important Farmland or Williamson Act contracted lands in the vicinity of the Project site.
FORESTRY RESOURCES

Forest lands are defined under Public Resources Code (PRC) Section 12220(g) as “land that can support 10-

percent native tree cover of any species, including hardwoods, under natural conditions, and that allows for
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management of one or more forest resources, including timber, aesthetics, fish and wildlife, biodiversity,
water quality, recreation, and other public benefits. Timberland is defined under Public Resources Code
Section 4526 as “land, other than land owned by the federal government and land designated by the board
as experimental forest land, which is available for, and capable of, growing a crop of trees of a commercial
species used to produce timber and other forest products, including Christmas trees. Commercial species

shall be determined by the board on a district basis.
The Project site is not located in forest lands or timberland.
Discussion of Impacts:

a) NoImpact. The Project site has been historically used for resource extraction (timber harvest, gravel
mining). The proposed Project site possesses soils that are considered “not prime” for agricultural
production according to the California Department of Conservation. The County has zoned the area
as Specific Unit Development (SUD) and has adopted development standards for the Trinity Alps
Business Park unit which do not specifically list agricultural production, but neither expressly forbid it
(see Figure 2.0-3)). The site is not identified on the Department of Conservation’s Important
Farmland Series Mapping and Monitoring Program. Based on the above, development impacts
related to the conversion of prime, unique, or important farmland would not occur. There is no

impact.

b) NoImpact. The proposed project site is not currently zoned for agricultural uses or under a
Williamson Act contract. Therefore, Project implementation would not result in conflicts with

existing agricultural zoning. No impacts would occur.

c) Noimpact. The Project would not involve any other changes to the environment that would conflict
with current zoning. The site is not zoned TPZ. The current SUD zoning at the Project site does list

crop and tree farming as a permitted use.
d) NolImpact. The site is not located in forest lands.

e) NolImpact. Implementation of the proposed project would not result in a conversion of Farmland to
non-agricultural use or forest land to non-forest use. Therefore, no impacts would occur in this

regard.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required as there is no impact.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluations, there will be no impacts associated with Agricultural
Resources because of the inability of a project of this scope to create such impacts or the absence of project

characteristics producing effects of this type.
References:

State of California. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program.
https://maps.conservation.ca.qov/DLRP/CIFF/. Accessed: November 8, 2020.

Trinity County. General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-

Significant Mitigation Significant No
1. Air Quality Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
When available, the significance criteria established by
the applicable air quality management district or air
pollution control district may be relied upon to make the
following determinations. Would the project:
a. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the |:| |:| |:| |Z|
applicable air quality plan?
b. Resultin a cumulatively considerable net increase of [] [] X []
any criteria pollutant for which the project region is
nonattainment for an applicable federal or state
ambient air quality standard?
c. Expose sensitive receptors to substantial pollutant ] [] X []
concentrations?
d. Resultin other emissions (such as those leading to ] X [] []
odors) adversely affecting a substantial number of
people?
Setting:

The Project is located in Trinity County, which is a part of the North Coast Air Basin (NCAB). The NCAB
extends for 250 miles from Sonoma County in the south to the Oregon border. The climate of NCAB is
influenced by two major topographic units: the Klamath Mountains and the Coast Range provinces. The
climate is moderate with the predominant weather factor being moist air masses from the ocean. Average
annual rainfall in the area is approximately 50 to 60 inches with the majority falling between October and
April. Predominate wind direction is typically from the northwest during summer months and from the

southwest during winter storm events.

Project activities are subject to the authority of the North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District
(NCUAQMD) and the California Air Resources Board (CARB). The NCUAQMD is listed as "attainment™ or
"unclassified" for all the federal and state ambient air quality in Trinity County. The only exception is for 24-
hour particulate (PM10) standards in Humboldt County (which is not a part of the Project area). Due to the
large size of the NCUAQMD, it is well understood that particulate matter can travel from other areas into
Humboldt County (such as from Trinity County) and affect air quality. In the NCUAQMD, particulate matter
has been determined to be primarily from vehicles, with the largest source of fugitive emissions from vehicular

traffic on unpaved roads.

In determining whether a project has significant air quality impacts on the environment, agencies often apply
their local air district’s thresholds of significance to project in the review process. The District has not formally
adopted specific significance thresholds, but rather utilizes the Best Available Control Technology (BACT)
emissions rates for stationary sources as defined and listed in the NCUAQMD Rule and Regulations, Rule 110
—New Source Review (NSR) and Prevention of Significant Deterioration (PSD), Section 5.1-BACT (pages 8-
9) (NCUAQMD, 2018).
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Sensitive receptors (e.g., children, senior citizens, and acutely or chronically ill people) are more susceptible

to the effect of air pollution than the general population. Land uses that are considered sensitive receptors

typically include residences, schools, parks, childcare centers, hospitals, convalescent homes, and retirement

homes. The nearest sensitive receptors to the Project site are tenants of three single family residences

approximately 693 feet to the northeast of the Project area, up on a bluff at the end of Davis Road and
Ponderosa Lane, Shasta College — Trinity Campus (1,007 feet northeast), and Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
(1,545 feet northeast).

Discussion of Impacts:

a)

b)

c)

Since Trinity County is in attainment or unclassified for all federal and state air quality standards, the
Project is not subject to an air quality plan. The NCUAQMD prepared a Draft Particulate Matter
Attainment Plan in May 1995, which is only applicable to portions of the District which are
nonattainment for PMI10 (e.g., Humboldt County). As such, there will be no impact resulting from

implementation of the proposed project.

Construction activities proposed by the Project may create minor amounts of dust from installation
of prefabricated buildings, but these activities are considered minor activities and would not create
dust emissions that would require specialized abatement practices. Vehicle use during operation of
the Project would be limited to light duty vehicles and medium-sized delivery trucks (not full-size 18-
wheeled tractor-trailers), and dust emissions would be minor and insignificant. Vehicle traffic
associated with the Project is not expected to generate dust emissions that would cause a substantial
increase in PM10 within the surrounding area, Trinity County or the NCUAQMD. Other than daily
employee arrivals to and departures from the Project site (the number of individuals varying
throughout the year), customers of and delivery trucks serving the various businesses at the site
would be intermittent and infrequent and are not anticipated to substantially impact vehicle miles
traveled and associated vehicular exhaust emissions relative to the rest of the Business Park. As such,
the Project will not violate any air quality standard, contribute substantially to an existing or
projected air quality violation, or result in a cumulative increase of any criteria pollutant for which the

region is in non-attainment.

The Project does not propose to use generators for power, as the site has power provided by the
Trinity Public Utilities District (TPUD). Should generators ever be used (e.g., during a TPUD service
interruption), those uses would be required to be in compliance with the California Air Resources
Board (CARB) requirements for the Portable Equipment Registration Program (PERP), should the
generators qualify for coverage by this permitting program, or as may be required by the
NCUAQMD. CDFA licensing regulations [3 CCR § 8102(s), § 8304(e), § 8305 and § 8306] also
require disclosure of generator usage and regulate their emissions and adherence to renewable

energy and efficiency standards. Based on the analysis above, impacts would be less than significant.

As mentioned above, there are three residences, a community college and a church located to the
northeast of the Project site, up on bluff about 100 feet in elevation above the creek terrace on which
the Project site is located and varying in distance from about 700 to0 1,550 linear feet (0.13 to 0.3
mile). While the community college (Shasta College — Trinity Campus) is not likely to host large
numbers of children except for during special family or youth-oriented events, the residences and/or

the church may at any time during a typical week, and all three sites could possibly see the presence
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of the elderly or individuals with health problems. Nevertheless, the Project site is far enough away
and well below these locations in elevation as to not pose a risk of exposing these sensitive receptors
to substantial pollution concentrations; therefore, the impacts from the proposed project are

considered to be less than significant.

d) All proposed operations other than the Nursery would be enclosed within steel buildings that are
required to maintain positive control of the internal environment, and air exhaust from all buildings,
including greenhouses used for Nursery, will be vented through carbon filters to mitigate any
potential impact of objectionable odors emanating from the proposed project site. Each separate
building that handles cannabis or cannabis products open to the internal environment will maintain
a sufficient number of exhaust fans (Model: Vortex V-16XL, capacity 3800 CFM) with inline carbon
filters to create negative air pressure throughout the building at all times during operating hours. For
the 5,000 square foot buildings, assuming 20’ ceilings throughout (100,000 CF), this will entail
three (3) fans in each building so that the internal air is exchanged through the filters six times per
hour. Fans will exhaust out the back of each building so as to minimize any noise they may create.
The impacts would be considered less than significant with the incorporation of these mitigation

measures.

Mitigation Measures: The following mitigation measures have been developed to reduce potential impacts
related to emissions that could adversely affecting a substantial number of people to less than significant

levels:

Mitigation Measure AQ-1: Any and all exhaust produced by the Project will be treated by forced-air
venting through carbon filters to eliminate any potential impact from objectionable odors produced

by the proposed operations at the Project site.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Air Quality were found to be less than
significant with mitigation incorporated because of the Project design, size, location, and proposed operating

restrictions.

References:

California Air Resources Board. 2013. “Ambient Air Quality Standards.”
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aags/aags2.pdf.

——. 2017. Area Designation Maps/State and National. https://www.arb.ca.gov/permits/permits.htm.
Accessed: October 19, 2020.

——2020. “Top 4 Measurements and Days Above the Standard.” http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/.
Accessed: October 19, 2020.

North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District. 2018.
http://ncuagmd.org/index.php?page=rules.requlations. Accessed: October 19, 2020.

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017.
———. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018

———. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018.
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——. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018.

—. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
IV. Biological Resources Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:
a. Have asubstantial adverse effect, either directly or [] [] X []

through habitat modifications, on any species
identified as a candidate, sensitive, or special-status
species in local or regional plans, policies, or

regulations, or by the California Department of Fish

and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
b. Have a substantial adverse effect on any riparian [] [] [] X

habitat or other sensitive natural community
identified in local or regional plans, policies, or
regulations, or by the California Department of Fish

and Game or U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service?
c. Have asubstantial adverse effect on federally ] [] [] X

protected wetlands (including, but not limited to,
marshes, vernal pools, coastal, etc.) through direct
removal, filling, hydrological interruption, or other
means?

d. Interfere substantially with the movement of any ] ] = ]
native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or
with established native resident or migratory wildlife
corridors, or impede the use of native wildlife nursery
sites?

e. Conlflict with any local policies or ordinances ] ] ] X
protecting biological resources, such as a tree
preservation policy or ordinance?

f.  Conflict with the provisions of an adopted Habitat ] ] ] X
Conservation Plan, Natural Community
Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or state habitat conservation plan?

Setting:

The Project is situated on lands that have been previously exceedingly disturbed by timber harvest, gravel
mining, and other industrial activities since being rezoned and designated for industrial purposes. It is
currently a vacated property following is prior businesses as a gravel-crushing operation for concrete batch
mixing and subsequently soil products sorting and storage. The location is an old creek terrace formed
between the floodplains of Weaver Creek to the southwest and Lance Gulch to the northeast. These two
streams form a confluence approximately 862 feet (0.16 mile) southeast of the Project site. While the banks
and streambed of Weaver Creek have been historically impacted and altered by dredging activities, the
stream still maintains a healthy and substantial riparian corridor and is a perennial, anadromous salmonid-

bearing watercourse.
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Lance Gulch, a seasonal stream that drains a 1,000-acre watershed along the eastern side of Weaverville,
runs parallel to Weaver Creek on the eastern flank of the Lower Bench, across Industrial Park Way road.
Trinity County purchased about 86 acres of land, including the Project area, to develop the Business Park in
1986, and shortly after the purchase a significant portion of the land was surveyed and determined to be
either wetlands, floodplain, or hillside. A small amount of wetland habitat had been created in the immediate
vicinity of the Project when the earlier gravel mining activity left a series of ponds that had developed over
time in some abandoned excavation pits. In 2000, the County Board of Supervisors authorized a permanent
conservation easement over 54.7 acres of the area and facilitated the construction of wetlands habitat within
this easement area. This Trinity Alps Industrial Park Wetlands Project’s goal was to restore 5.5 acres of
wetlands with revegetation to establish a functioning wetlands system typical of the annual flood zone of the
area. The soil characteristics were favorable and consistent across the entire Lower Bench: unconsolidated
gravels and loam resulting from decades of historic mining and flooding of the area and had a moderately
slow permeability. The restoration project created wetlands habitat for the benefit of wildlife, recreation,
water quality, and peak stormwater flows by the ponds acting as retention and settling basins for Lance
Gulch stormflows, as well as being fed by groundwater and direct precipitation. Outflow consists of
groundwater and storm water runoff, as well as evapotranspiration. To date several restoration projects

including this one have been implemented within the easement area, which was later named the Weaver

Basin Wetlands.

CDFA licensing regulations [3 CCR § 8102(w) § 8102(dd), § 8216; § 8304 (a-c); § 8304(g)] also require
compliance with avoidance, minimization, and/or mitigation of impacts to the biological resources and
sensitive habitats under the jurisdictional oversight of the USFWS, CDFW and SWRCB.

Discussion of Impacts:

a) Areconnaissance-level biological site assessment was conducted by biologists and resource
assessment specialists with Flowra. Prior to the field assessment, literature reviews were conducted
as well as California Natural Diversity Data Base (CNDDB) records search for both an area
encompassing nine (9) USGS 7.5’ Quadrangles as well as a more focused two-mile radius
surrounding the Project site; the 9-quad search naturally returned a large number of special-status
species records (15 animal species and 11 plant species) while the 2-mile radius search returned six out
of those same 26 recorded occurrences (three mammals, one amphibian, and two plants; see
Attachment B). None of these or any other sightings/indications of special-status species were

observed during the reconnaissance survey.

Due to the historically and presently highly impacted nature of the project site, it is highly unlikely
and special-status species would be impacted by development of the Project as there is no suitable
primary habitat found onsite that would be used by any of these species. As a result, there would be a
less than significant impact to candidate, sensitive, or special-status species or their habitat as a

result of implementation of the proposed project.

b) The Project does not propose any development or impacts to riparian habitat or any sensitive natural
community. Riparian habitat exists to the west and southwest of the Project site, and there is an
existing 10- to 12-foot-high berm of dredged river rock separating the riparian zone from the Project
site, effectively creating a barrier precluding encroachment into or disturbance to the riparian

habitat from either Project construction or operations. All Project features and activities are designed
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c)

d)

e)

to maintain a minimum 100-foot setback from the edge of the riparian zone. No impacts will occur in

this regard.

The constructed wetlands of the Weaver Basin Wetlands conservation area are located to the
northeast of the Project site, across the paved Industrial Park Way road. No aspect of either Project
construction or long-term operations would have any direct, physical effect or cause any
encroachment into this area or the wetland features/habitats therein. Since no wetlands will be

disturbed by the proposed project, no impacts to federally protected wetlands would occur.

The Project does not propose to alter any streams or rivers or otherwise impact fish movements. The
natural state of the Project site has been previously altered, disturbed and developed by historical
activities prior to the Project proposal; these historic activities may have previously altered deer
migration or local travel patterns, but this impact is considered the baseline condition and is not
considered an impact for this Project. Established fencing around the site, as well as any additional,
appropriately designed fencing that may be erected as dictated in the Notice of Environmental
Constraint filed with the County as part of the Development Standards for the Business Park
(Attachment C), represents a small portion of the overall historically impacted area and is not seen

as an increased impediment to deer migration or the migration of other mammails.

Observations and monitoring efforts by the County and Trinity County Resource Conservation
District staff have reported at least 65 bird species, both migratory and resident, utilizing the Weaver
Basin Wetlands conservation area, establishing this as a baseline. While there will be some increased
commercial and operational traffic resulting from development and operation of the Project as
proposed relative to baseline conditions, it is unlikely to be a substantial enough increase such that it
would inhibit the continued and ongoing levels of use of these wetland areas by resident or migratory
wildlife to a significant degree. Additionally, as time has progressed, species that rely more heavily
on vegetative cover are expected to do better as the plant populations have expanded, increased in
size, and diversified over the ensuing 16 years since the initial construction of the wetlands.
Therefore, impacts from the Project to movement of native resident or migratory fish or wildlife
species or with established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors are considered to be less

than significant.

The County General Plan, Conservation Element, discusses the need for the protection and
conservation of natural resources including biological resources within the county. While the plan
outlines various goals and objectives, there has been no policy developed related to specific
biological resources or tree preservation or management that would specifically apply to the Project
and the lands where the Project is located. The Project does not propose to remove any trees or
otherwise impact tree vegetation and cover, as there are no trees on the Project site that would be

impacted. There will be no impact to these resources from development of the Project.

No habitat conservation plans, or other similar plans have been adopted for the Project site or

Project area. No impact would occur in this regard.

Mitigation and Avoidance Measures: While the Project will not generate significant impacts to any existing

species onsite, the following are the recommended mitigation and avoidance measures for resident and

migratory wildlife utilizing habitat around the Project site:
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® All buildings and Project activity on the parcel should remain within a 150-foot disturbance
buffer of the Class | stream, Weaver Creek, as per regulatory statutes.

® The County Cannabis Cultivation ordinance (Ordinance No. 315-823 and amendments) as
well as CDFA licensing regulations [3 California Code of Regulations (CCR) § 8304(c) and
(9)] require light generated by the proposed project would be required to be both (1)
downcast, shielded and/or screened to keep light from emanating offsite or into the sky, and
(2) light uses for operations require that lighting in greenhouses is shielded so that little to no
light escapes, and light shall not escape at a level that is visible from neighboring properties

between sunset and sunrise.

® The Nursery should utilize only low-intensity lighting, and the greenhouses should be
covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes, per county requirements.

® Security lighting should be directional and motion activated, and generally downcast to
avoid any light and/or glare impacts. This implementation of the standard requirements of
the County’s General Plan and Weaverville Town Plan provides a uniform standard for

reduction and minimization of light trespass.

e All hazardous and non-hazardous waste should be collected and disposed of or recycled
offsite. All trash should be disposed of regularly, so as not to attract wildlife.

® Placement of temporary staging areas and other facilities shall avoid or minimize
disturbance to habitat and remain outside of the 150-foot riparian buffer.

® Vehicle speed shall be kept to a maximum of 10 mph while onsite to minimize dust
generation.

® Allfuel sources and chemicals shall be stored and handled properly to prevent leakage into
the environment and refueling and storage shall occur greater than 100 feet away from any

creeks, or natural areas.

® Allrefueling and pesticide and chemical storage and transfer should occur on top of an

impermeable surface capable of completely containing any spillage.

e Containers including buckets should be turned over on their sides to allow animals to escape
when not in use.

® Excavation and grading activities should be scheduled for dry weather periods to prevent
additional sedimentation and erosion.

® Loud activity exceeding 50 db 100 ft from the Project site, including construction activity
with heavy machinery, should be completed outside of the northern spotted owl (NSO)
breeding period (February 1- September 1), and within normal operating business hours (8
AM- 5 PM).

® Site activity post-construction should not regularly exceed 50 db 100 ft from the Project area
to prevent disturbance to NSO, bats, and other wildlife.

® Special care should be given to activity and disturbance during peak migration periods
(Spring and Fall) to reduce disturbance to other migratory bird species utilizing adjacent
habitat.

® [f shrubs and non-woody riparian vegetation are disturbed, they shall be replaced with

similar native species appropriate to the site.
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e Allvegetation shall be surveyed on foot once a year by staff and new outbreaks of any
invasive weeds identified by the California Invasive Plant Council as noxious or invasive to be

removed by the owner or qualified landscaping professionals.

® The spread orintroduction of exotic plant species shall be avoided to the maximum extent
possible by avoiding areas with established native vegetation during cleanup/restoration
activities, restoring disturbed areas with appropriate native species, and post-Project

monitoring and control of exotic species.

® Removal of invasive exotic species after construction activities is strongly recommended.
Mechanical removal (hand tools, weed whacking, hand pulling) of exotics should be done in

preparation for establishment of native plantings, if appropriate.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Biological Resources were found to be
less than significant due to the Project size, nature, location, limited scope of potential impact and lack of

suitable habitat onsite.
References:

California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2020. California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) — Non-
Government version dated October 6, 2020 (v5.94.01). Retrieved October 15, 2020 from
https://map.dfg.ca.gov/rarefind/view/RareFind.aspx.

Trinity County. General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element.

Trinity County. Water Resources Viewer.
http://trinitycounty.maps.arcqgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=514684c4928a412f{a86befld37f
d3750 Accessed: October 15, 2020.

USFWS. 2019. National Wetland Inventory. https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html. Accessed:
October 15, 2020.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
V. Cultural Resources Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a. Cause asubstantial adverse change in the [] [] X []
significance of a historical resource pursuant §
15064.5?
b. Cause a substantial adverse change in the ] X ] ]
significance of an archaeological resource pursuant
to §15064.5?
c.  Disturb any human remains, including those interred [] X [] []
outside of dedicated cemeteries?
Setting:

The Project site and the immediately adjacent and surround area is already highly impacted, altered and

disturbed and has a documented history of being developed for resource extraction including logging and

gravel mining. The entire Trinity Alps Business Park was surveyed for cultural resources prior to the rezoning

to establish it as a Specific Use Development.

Discussion of Impacts:

a) Noknown or recorded/documented historical resources are known to exist on the Project site. Past

disturbance and significant alteration of the site has reduced the likelihood of discovering any such
resources during construction or operation of the Project to remote at best. Impacts are considered

to be less than significant.

b) An archaeological/cultural resources investigation completed for the Business Park allowed for the

<)

rezoning and development of the SUP area for both commercial and industrial uses; however, there
is a possibility that cultural resources, including buried archaeological materials, could exist in the
area and may be uncovered during Project development. Therefore, if any resources are found
during the construction of the proposed project, they will be mitigated through implementation of
Mitigation Measure CR-1. Adherence to protocols established by Mitigation Measure CR-1would
serve to avoid impacts that would result in a substantial adverse change in the significance of an
archaeological resource as defined in CEQA §15064.5. Impacts would be less than significant with

mitigation incorporated.

There are no known burial sites on orimmediately adjacent to the proposed project site. If human
remains are unearthed during future development of the site, the provisions of California Health and
Safety Code Section 7050.5 shall apply; CDFA licensing regulations [3 CCR § 8304(d)] also require
the project to immediately halt all activities and implement section 7050.5 of the Health and Safety
Code should human remains be discovered. Under this Section, no further disturbance shall occur
until the County Coroner has made the necessary findings as to origin and disposition, pursuant to
California Public Resources Code Section 5097.98 and Mitigation Measure CR-2. Impacts are

considered less than significant with mitigation incorporated.
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Mitigation Measures: The following mitigation measures have been developed, to reduce potential impacts

related to undocumented cultural resources and unknown human burials to less than significant levels:

Mitigation Measure CR-1. If cultural resources, such as chipped or ground stone or bone are
discovered during ground-disturbance activities, work shall be stopped within 50 feet of the
discovery, as required by the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA,; January 1999 Revised
Guidelines, Title 14 California Code of Regulations [CCR] 15064.5 (f)). Work near the
archaeological finds shall not resume until a professional archaeologist, who meets the Secretary of
the Interior’s Standards and Guidelines, has evaluated the material and offered recommendations

for further action.

Mitigation Measures CR-2. If In the event that previously unidentified evidence of human burial or
human remains are discovered during Project construction, work will stop at the discovery location,
within 20 meters (66 feet), and any nearby area reasonably suspected to overlie human remains
(Public Resources Code, Section 7050.5)., The Trinity County Coroner must be informed and
consulted, per State law. If the coroner determines the remains to be Native American, he or she shall
contact the Native American Heritage Commission within 24 hours. The Native American Heritage
Commission shall identify the person or persons it believes to be the most likely descendent. The most
likely descendent will be given an opportunity to make recommendations for means of treatment of
the human remains and any associated grave goods. when the commission is unable to identify a
descendant or the descendants identified fail to make a recommendation, or the landowner or his or
her authorized representative rejects the recommendation of the descendants and the mediation
provided for in subdivision (k) of Section 5097.94, if invoked, fails to provide measures acceptable to
the landowner, the landowner or his or her authorized representative shall reinter the human remains
and items associated with Native American human remains with appropriate dignity on the property
in a location not subject to further and future subsurface disturbance. Work in the area shall not
continue until the human remains are dealt with according to the recommendations of the County
Coroner, Native American Heritage Commission and/or the most likely descendent have been

implemented.

Findings: With the implementation of the mitigation measures identified the Project will have a less than

significant impact to Cultural Resources.
References:

Trinity County. 1986. Initial Study/Negative Declaration, Trinity Alps Business Park, Weaverville. State
Clearinghouse number 1986061002. June 6, 1986.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
VI. Energy Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a. Resultin potentially significant environmental [] [] X []

impact due to wasteful, inefficient, or unnecessary
consumption of energy resources, during project
construction or operation?

b.  Conflict with or obstruct a state or local plan for [] [] X []

renewable energy or energy efficiency?

Setting:

Construction-related energy consumption is considered finite and short-term, and is considered consistent
with construction activities of similar land uses. All construction activities would either rely on the
consumption of oil in the form of gasoline and diesel fuel or utilize the three-phase electrical service from
Trinity Public Utility District (TPUD) that already has an existing, direct connection form which to service the
property. The construction activities temporarily increase in energy use would not result in a significant

increase in peak or base demands or require additional capacity from the local energy supplier.

There are no local plans for renewable energy or energy efficiency. California passed AB 32 which
requires local governments to take an active role in addressing climate change and reducing greenhouse
gas (GHG) emissions using methods such as energy efficiency in new development. The project would be
required to comply with the building energy efficiency standards of California Code of Regulations Title
24, Part 6, also known as the California Energy Code, and CDFA licensing regulations require the
identification of all power sources for cultivation activities, including but not limited to, illumination,
heating, cooling, and ventilation for indoor and mixed-light license types [3 CCR § 8102(s)]. California's
Title 24 is the adopted Energy code for Trinity County, as well as the rest of the State of California. The
proposed project will comply with these regulations and would inherently reduce energy consumption.

Proposed operations do not require any additional power or any portable or stationary generators.

Discussion of Impacts:

a) Upon completion of project construction, all project operations will utilize the energy provided by
TPUD. There are no generators or other large machinery proposed for use either during construction

or during operation. Due to the nature of project impacts are considered less than significant.

b) There are no local plans for renewable energy or energy efficiency. California passed AB 32 which
requires local governments to take an active role in addressing climate change and reducing
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions using methods such as energy efficiency in new development. As
noted above, the proposed project would not result in a substantial increase in energy consumption
beyond existing conditions. Therefore, the proposed project would not conflict or obstruct plans

related to renewable energy or energy efficiency, and impacts are less than significant.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration April 202

3.0-22



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

Findings: Based upon the review of the information above the implementation of the project will have a less

than significant impact with respect to Energy.
References:

Trinity County. Trinity County General Plan.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
VIl. Geology and Soils Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a. Directly orindirectly cause potential substantial
adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or
death involving:

1. Rupture of a known earthquake fault, as |:| I:' I:' |Z|

delineated on the most recent Alquist-Priolo
Earthquake Fault Zoning Map issued by the
State Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known fault? Refer to
Division of Mines and Geology Special
Publication 42.

2. Strong seismic ground shaking?

3. Seismic-related ground failure, including
liquefaction?

4, Landslides?

b. Result in substantial soil erosion or the loss of
topsoil?

O Od 0o
O Od 0o
X XX KK
O Od 0o

c. Belocated on a geologic unit or soil that is unstable
or that would become unstable as a result of the
project, and potentially result in an on- or offsite
landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence,
liquefaction, or collapse?

d. Belocated on expansive soil, as defined in Table 18- [] [] [] X
1-B of the Uniform Building Code (1994), creating

substantial direct or indirect risks to life or property?

e. Have soilsincapable of adequately supporting the ] ] = ]

use of septic tanks or alternative wastewater
disposal systems in areas where sewers are not

available for the disposal of wastewater?

f.  Directly orindirectly destroy a unique L] L] [] 2

paleontological resource or site or unique geologic
feature?

Setting:

The Project is situated in the Western Paleozoic and Triassic Belt of the Klamath Mountains province. The
majority (approximately 80%-85%) of the northwest portion of the Project area is underlain by sedimentary
rocks such as sandstone, conglomerate and mudstone of the Weaverville Formation, dating from the
Oligocene to Miocene epochs, and approximately two-thirds of the southwestern portion of the “panhandle”
section of the parcel is underlain by Devonian-period metamorphic rocks such as quartz-mica schist and calc-

schist. All these are overlain by Quaternary (Pleistocene and Holocene) alluvium and terrace deposits
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consisting of sand, silt, and gravel beds, including debris from both placer mining gold dredging activity. Soils
across the Project site are Atter-Dumps, Dredge Tailings-Xerofluvents complex, 2 to 9 Percent Slopes. This
complex is composed of extremely gravelly loamy sand, coarse gravelly sand, and fragmental material and

are well drained to somewhat excessively drained.
Discussion of Impacts:

a) Directly or indirectly cause potential substantial adverse effects, including the risk of loss, injury, or

death involving:
i) Rupture of a known earthquake fault:

There are no active faults mapped in the Project vicinity. The California Geological Survey
(CGS, 2018) has the responsibility for mapping active earthquake faults in California, through
legislation referred to as the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act. There are no Alquist-
Priolo earthquake fault zones identified in close proximity to the Project site. There is no
supplemental geologic data to suggest unmapped active faults in the region. Based on this
existing information, there will be no impact to the Project components from impacts related to

surface fault rupture.
ii) Strong seismic ground shaking:

Although there are no known earthquake faults in the Project vicinity, the entire northern
California region is subject to the potential for moderate to strong seismic shaking due to distant
seismic sources. Seismic shaking can be generated on faults many miles from the Project vicinity.
Seismic shaking potential is considered minimal and the hazard is not higher or lower at the
Project site than throughout the region. Standard design and construction practices meeting
current California Building Code (where applicable) will provide adequate protection for
buildings, pipelines and other facilities anticipated for the Project. The implementation of these

standard building practices will allow the Project to have less than significant impacts.
iii) Seismic-related ground failure, including liquefaction:

Although located in a seismically active region (northern California), the Project site is not likely
to be subject to seismic shaking of adequate strength or duration to generate secondary seismic
effects. Likely seismic sources are too far from the Project site to generate sufficient long-
duration strong shaking. Construction standards that meet the current California Building
Codes (as applicable) will provide adequate protections and ensure less than significant

impacts.
iv) Landslides:

The proposed Project site is located on flat terrain created by creek floodplain-developed stream
terrace, surrounded by mountainous terrain. There are no documented landslide hazard areas
identified within the immediate vicinity of the site that would have an impact on the proposed

project. Impacts would be less than significant.
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b) The Project soil classifications consist mainly of gravelly loam from colluvium derived from mica
schist and residuum weathered from mica schist. These gravelly soils in the Atter-Dumps, Dredge
Tailings-Xerofluvents complex families have high permeability as indicated by their well-drained to
somewhat excessively drained classification. Even with potential modifications to the surface terrain
from proposed building foundation excavation by the Project, as historical land development has
already significantly modified the site, the Project is not expected to render the site more susceptible

to unstable earth conditions or erosion. Impacts would be less than significant.
c) Seediscussionin (a), above.

d) There are no documented expansive soils located at the Project site. No impacts would occur in this

regard.

e) An existing septic system is installed on the Project site that has been in operation for several years.
The applicant must comply (as a Condition of Approval) that the septic system meets the

requirements of Trinity County Environmental Health Department.

f)  No paleontological resources or unique geologic features have been identified on the proposed

project site, and the potential for their occurrence is considered minimal; there will be no impact.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: Based upon the review of the information above, the implementation of the Project will have a less

than significant impact with respect to Geology and Soils.
References:

California Geological Survey. 2018. Fault-Rupture Hazard Zones in California, Special Publication 42, Interim

Revision 2018. Sacramento, California.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
VIIl. Greenhouse Gas Emissions Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:
a. Generate greenhouse gas emissions, either directly [] [] |X| []

or indirectly, that may have a significant impact on
the environment?

b.  Conflict with an applicable plan, policy, or ] ] X ]

regulation adopted for the purpose of reducing the
emissions of greenhouse gases?

Setting:

Greenhouse gases (GHGs) are gases in the atmosphere that absorb and emit radiation. The greenhouse
effect traps heat in the troposphere through a three-fold process, summarized as follows: short wave
radiation emitted by the sun is absorbed by the Earth; the Earth emits a portion of this energy in the form of
long wave radiation; and GHGs in the upper atmosphere absorb this long wave radiation and emit this long
wave radiation into space and toward the Earth. This “trapping” of the long wave (thermal) radiation
emitted back toward the Earth is the underlying process of the greenhouse effect. The main GHGs in the
Earth's atmosphere are water vapor, carbon dioxide (CO2), methane (CH4), nitrous oxide (N20), ozone
(O3), hydrofluorocarbons (HCFs), perfluorocarbons (PFCs), and sulfur hexafluoride (SF6).

California has passed Assembly Bill 32, mandating a reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions and
Senate Bill 97, evaluating and addressing GHG under CEQA. On April 13, 2009, Governor’s Office of
Planning and Research (OPR) submitted to the Secretary for Natural Resources its proposed amendments to
the state CEQA Guidelines for GHG emission, as required by Senate Bill 97 {Chapter 185, 2007} and they
became effective March 18, 2010. As a result of these revisions to the CEQA Guidelines, lead agencies are
obligated to determine whether a project’s GHG emissions significantly affect the environment and to impose
feasible mitigation to eliminate or substantially lessen any such significant effects. At this time, neither the
NCUAQMD nor Trinity County has established thresholds of significance for evaluating a project’s GHG
emissions. In addition, neither a Climate Action Plan nor GHG Reduction Plan has been developed for Trinity

County.
Discussion of Impacts:

a) There are several unique challenges to analyzing greenhouse gas emissions and climate change
largely because of the global nature of climate change. Most environmental analyses examine the
“project specific” impacts that a particular project is likely to generate. With regard to global
warming, however, it is generally accepted that while the magnitude of global warming effects is
substantial, the contribution of an individual project is so small that direct project specificimpacts

are highly unlikely.

The proposed project involves the construction and operation of several cannabis-related

businesses. The proposed project could generate both direct and indirect GHG emissions. Direct
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GHG emissions include emissions from construction activities, area sources, and mobile (vehicle)
sources. Typically, mobile sources make up the majority of direct emissions. Indirect GHG emissions
are generated by incremental electricity consumption and waste generation. Electricity consumption

is responsible for the majority of indirect emissions.

As noted above, neither the NCUAQMD nor Trinity County has established thresholds of
significance for evaluating a project’s GHG emissions. Since there are no applicable thresholds for
projects in the Air District or Trinity County, the NCUAQMD recommends the use of thresholds and
guidance provided by other air districts in the State such as the Bay Area Air Quality Management
District (BAAQMD). The BAAQMD has developed project screening criteria to provide lead
agencies and project applicants with a conservative indication of whether a project could result in
potentially significant impacts related to greenhouse gas emissions. Projects below the applicable
screening criteria would not exceed the 1,100 metric tons (MT) of CO2e/yr GHG threshold
established by the BAAQMD for land use projects, which include commercial and industrial facilities.
The operational size of the Project as proposed comprises a combined area of 44,000 square feet,
and therefore well below the 121,000-square-foot screening threshold size for operational GHG

emission levels from a General Light Industrial project.

The proposed project itself, in terms of operations, would not by its nature and design generate a
significant amount of GHG emissions. Project operations will be powered by electricity provided
through TPUD; the use of a generator or generators would only be for emergency backup power
should there be an interruption of TPUD service. During construction, heavy equipment will be used
to dig foundations for prefabricated buildings and, to a lesser degree, erect and install those
structures; this phase of the Project and the use of such equipment will be finite, intermittent, and
short-term. Based on the analysis above, implementation of the Project would have a less than

significant impact.

b) As noted above, there are no local plans that have been adopted for the purpose of reducing the

emissions of greenhouse gases.

In 2006, the California Global Warming Solutions Act (Assembly Bill 32) definitively established the
state’s climate change policy and set GHG reduction targets (Health & Safety Code §38500 et
sec.), including setting a target of reducing GHG emissions to0 1990 levels by 2020. AB 32 requires
local governments to take an active role in addressing climate change and reducing greenhouse gas
(GHG) emissions. Recommendations to reduce residential GHG emissions include promoting energy
efficiency in new development and improved coordination of land use and transportation planning

on the city, county and subregional level, and other measures to reduce automobile use.

It is noted that the California Air Resources Board (CARB) announced in July 2018, that the State
has already met the AB 32 goal of reducing emissions t0 1990 levels by 2020 approximately four

years early. As stated in the Executive Summary of the 2018 Edition of the California Greenhouse
Gas Emissions Inventory: 2000-2016:

“The inventory for 2016 shows that California’s GHG emissions continue to decrease, a trend
observed since 2007. In 2016, emissions from routine GHG emitting activities statewide were

429 million metric tons of CO2 equivalent (MMTCQO2e), 12 MMTCQO2e lower than 2015

levels. This puts total emissions just below the 2020 target of 431 million metric tons. Emissions
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vary from year-to-year depending on the weather and other factors, but California will continue
fo implement its greenhouse gas reductions program to ensure the state remains on track fo

meet its climate targets in 2020 and beyond.”

The Project is subject to a myriad of state regulations applicable to project design, construction, and
operation that would reduce GHG emissions, increase energy efficiency, and provide compliance
with the California Air Resources Board (CARB) Climate Change Scoping Plan (CARB, 2017).
Additionally, CDFA licensing regulations [3 CCR § 8102(s), § 8304(e), § 8305 and § 8306] also
require disclosure of generator usage and regulate their emissions and adherence to renewable
energy and efficiency standards. The State of California has the most comprehensive GHG
regulatory requirements in the United States, with laws and regulations requiring reductions that
affect project emissions. Legal mandates to reduce GHG emissions from vehicles, for example,
reduce project-related vehicular emissions. Legal mandates to reduce GHG emissions from the
energy production sector that will serve the proposed project would also reduce project-related GHG
emissions from electricity consumption. Legal mandates to reduce per capita water consumption
and impose waste management standards to reduce methane and other GHGs from solid wastes are

all examples of mandates that reduce GHGs.

The Project has been designed such that all proposed operations facilities other than the Nursery
would be enclosed within steel buildings that are required to maintain positive control of the internal
environment, and air exhaust from all buildings, including greenhouses used for Nursery, will be
vented through carbon filters to reduce the possibility of any and all incidental emissions that could
result from operational activities. Based on the analysis above, development of the Project would

have a less than significant impact.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Greenhouse Gas Emissions were

found to be less than significant because of the design and nature of the Project.
References:
Bay Area Air Quality Management District. California Environmental Quality Act Air Quality Guidelines. 2017.
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———. Regional Transportation Plan. October 2017.

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration April 202

3.0-30


https://www.trinitypud.com/about/history.aspx

3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
IX. Hazards and Hazardous Materials Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:
a. Create asignificant hazard to the public or the [] [] X []

environment through the routine transport, use, or
disposal of hazardous materials?

b. Create asignificant hazard to the public or the ] ] X ]
environment through reasonably foreseeable upset
and accident conditions involving the release of
hazardous materials into the environment?

c. Emit hazardous emissions or involve handling [] [] [] X
hazardous or acutely hazardous materials,
substances, or waste within one-quarter mile of an

existing or proposed school?

d. Belocated on asite that is included on a list of [] [] [] X
hazardous materials sites compiled pursuant to
Government Code Section 65962.5 and, as a result,
would it create a significant hazard to the public or

the environment?

e. Belocated within an airport land use plan area or, [] [] [] X
where such a plan has not been adopted, be within
two miles of a public airport or public use airport,
and result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

f.  Belocated within the vicinity of a private airstrip and [] [] ] X
result in a safety hazard for people residing or
working in the project area?

g- Impairimplementation of or physically interfere with [] [] [] X
an adopted emergency response plan or emergency

evacuation plan?

h.  Expose people or structures to a significant risk of ] ] = ]

loss, injury, or death involving wildland fires,
including where wildlands are adjacent to urbanized

areas or where residences are intermixed with
wildlands?

Setting:

Hazards are those physical safety factors that can cause injury or death, and while by themselves in isolation
may not pose a significant safety hazard to the public, when combined with development of projects can
exacerbate hazardous conditions. Hazardous materials are typically chemicals or processes that are used or
generated by a project that could pose harm to people, working at the site or on adjacent areas. Many of

these chemicals can cause hazardous conditions to occur should they be improperly disposed of or
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accidentally spilled as part of Project development or operations. Hazardous materials are also those listed

as hazardous pursuant to Government Code Section 65962.5.

Lists of hazardous materials are maintained by federal and state agencies and are available for public review.
The US Environmental Protection Agency (USEPA) maintains a database of hazardous materials as well as
radiological materials as part of its RCRAInfo database (USEPA, 2019). The State of California Department
of Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) maintains a list of hazardous substances and contaminated sites as
part of its Envirostor database (DTSC, 2019), as well as other hazardous and waste sites being overseen by
the various State Water Resources Control Board which are inventoried in their Geotracker database
(SWRCB, 2019). These databases are available to the public for review. Additionally, the licensing
regulations of CDFA [3 CCR § 8102(q), § 8106(a)(3), § 8304(f), and § 8307] spell out site restrictions and

protocols to ensure hazardous substances are not discharged into the environment.

No hazardous facilities or sites have been documented to be present at the Project site or in the adjacent

area.

The CALFIRE Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP), delineates the Project area as a part of a
designated “High Fire Hazard Severity Zone” (HFHSZ). The FRAP designates lands in three general
classifications, “Moderate”, “High” and “Very High” Fire Hazard Severity Zones. Fire suppression for the
area is provided by a combination of first responders such as CALFIRE (designated as a State Responsibility
Area), with additional firefighting support from nearby the US Forest Service (USFS) stations, and local

volunteer fire companies.

Additionally, the Trinity County General Plan-Safety Element discusses wildland fires and outlines Wildland
Urban Interface Zones Fuels Treatment Goals (Safety Plan, 2002) that describe fuel treatment activities

around residential and other structures.
Discussion of Impacts:

a) Small quantities of potentially hazardous substances (e.g., petroleum-based chemicals used to
operate a back-up generator) would be used at the Project site, but none in quantities to be
considered a significant hazard. Compliance with standard transport and handling procedures of

will ensure that impacts would be less than significant.

b) The proposed project could expose workers, the public, or the environment to hazardous materials
through reasonably foreseeable upset and accident conditions involving the release of hazardous
materials into the environment. Small quantities of potentially hazardous substances (e.g.,
petroleum products used to operate and maintain equipment) would be used at the proposed
project site. Accidental releases of these substances could potentially contaminate soils and degrade
the quality of surface water and groundwater, resulting in a public safety hazard. Compliance with
standard safety procedures and hazardous materials handling regulations will ensure that impacts
would not be significant. Additionally, in accordance with State Water Board requirements any
backup generator will be located within a structure that affords secondary containment greater than
the volume of the generator fuel tank. A fuel spill containment kit will be located on site and all
employees will be trained in its use. An onsite auxiliary fuel tank will not be required for any back-up

generator, nor for any vehicles.

The proposed Manufacturing operation will use only non-volatile solvents and, pursuant to state

regulations, will utilize a closed-loop system so that any nonvolatile solvents are captured and
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reused. Pursuant to state regulations, any nonvolatile solvents and any other chemicals used in any
commercial cannabis operation will be stored inside a secured building with secondary containment.

Impacts would therefore be less than significant.

c) While the Project site is located approximately 0.18 mile southwest of the Shasta College — Trinity
Campus, the proposed project would not emit hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely
hazardous materials, substances, or waste in the vicinity of this school. No impacts would occur in

this regard.

d) The proposed project is not located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous materials sites
and would not create a significant hazard to the public or the environment. No impacts would occur

in this regard.

e,f) The proposed project is not located within two miles of a public or private airport; the nearest is
Lonnie Pool Field airport (a.k.a. Weaverville Airport, a public facility), located approximately 2.2

miles northeast of the Project site. No impacts would occur in this regard.

g) There are no indications at this time that the proposed project would impair implementation of, or
physically interfere with, an adopted emergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan. There

would be no impact from this Project and there would be no impact to users of the Project site.

h) The entire site has been previously disturbed by prior industrial activities. Development of the Project
will comply with State Fire Safe Standards for protection of life and property from wildfires through
maintaining appropriate vegetation management around proposed structures and other actions
required for fire protection/suppression actions as may be determined by the County or CALFIRE.
Through implementation of fire safe standards, the Project will not be at significant risk of damage
from wildfire and the Project would not cause significant wildfire risk to the area from Project related
activities and be in compliance with the County General Plan Safety Element. Based on this
evaluation the Project would contribute to a less than significant impact related to increased wildfire

risk in the area.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Hazards and Hazardous Materials
were found to be less than significant because of the Project size, location and limited scope of potential

impact.
References:
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less than
Significant Mitigation Significant No
X. Hydrology and Water Quality Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:
a. Violate any water quality standards or waste [] ] = L]

discharge requirements or otherwise substantially
degrade surface or groundwater quality?

b.  Substantially decrease groundwater supplies or ] ] ] X
interfere substantially with groundwater recharge
such that the project may impede sustainable
groundwater management of the basin?

c.  Substantially alter the existing drainage pattern of [] [] X []
the site or areaq, including through the alteration of
the course of a stream or through the addition of

impervious surfaces, in a manner which would:

i result in substantial erosion or siltation on- |:| |:| |X| |:|

or offsite;

ii. substantially increase the rate or amount of [] ] |Z| ]
surface runoff in a manner which would

result in flooding on- or offsite;

iii. create or contribute runoff water which [] [] X []
would exceed the capacity of existing or
planned stormwater drainage systems or
provide substantial additional sources of
polluted runoff; or

iv. impede or redirect flood flows?

RN
RN
RN
X X

d. Inflood hazard, tsunami, or seiche zones, risk
release of pollutants due to project inundation?

e. Conflict with or obstruct implementation of a water [] [] [] X
quality control plan or sustainable groundwater
management plan?

Setting:

The Project is on public, industrial-zoned land surrounded by similar development. The nearest water sources
are Weaver Creek to the west-southwest and Lance Gulch to the east-northeast. Both watersheds bound the
old creek terrace upon which the Project site is situated, approximately 0.3 mile west of area across Highway

299. There are no stream crossings or water diversions proposed as a part of this Project.

e Impacts to water quality associated with cannabis-related activities proposed by the Project are
regulated by the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) Order No. WQ 2019-0001-
DWQ (previously WQ 2017-0023-DWQ) as well as the licensing requirements of CDFA [3 CCR
§ 8102(p), § 8102(v), § 8102(w), § 8102(dd), § 8216, and § 8304(a and b)].
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. Additionally, the Cannabis Ordinances developed by the County identify specific requirements for water use

and quality, including compliance with Senate Bill 94 (SB 94) and any applicable North Coast Regional

Water Quality Control Board or SWRCB regulations in effect. The Project applicant is in the process of

completing and submitting a Site Management Plan (SMP) for the operations at the Project site, in
compliance with the conditions outlined in General Order 2019-0001-DWQ.

Discussion of Impacts:

a)

b)

c)

The proposed project is served by an existing municipal sewer system connection for the treatment of
domestic wastewater. Any wastewater runoff from the Nursery operation will be conducted through
floor drains to a cistern that will be pumped and trucked offsite. All proposed uses will take place
within enclosed buildings over impermeable floors. No wastewater, other than that generated by
sinks and toilets, will be discharged to the Weaverville Sanitary District or the surrounding
environment. Additionally, the applicant is completing for submittal to the SWRCB a Site
Management Plan for the site and the proposed operations. The plan documents that the applicant
has been working on improvements outlined in the plan and there is an agreement in place between
the applicant and CDFW. As stated by the SWRCB the applicant is required to comply with the
requirements of the Regional Order No. 2019-0001-DWQ which requires dischargers to implement
Appendix B, Best Management Practices for Discharges of Waste Resulting from Cannabis Cultivation and
Associated Activities or Operations with Similar Environmental Effects. Based on the above, the Project

will have a less than significant impact.

Woater service for the proposed project is provided by the Weaverville Community Services District.
There are no additional water sources requested as part of this Project. There will be no impact to

groundwater resources.

Land alteration on the Project site is proposed to consist of various small-scale, relatively shallow
excavations for the foundations to support the installation of prefabricated buildings of repeating

sizes. There will be a less than significant impact.

i.  The Project activities will be required to comply with the standard provisions of the County
Cannabis Ordinances as well as General Order No. 2019-0001-DWQ which requires
dischargers to implement Appendix B: Best Management Practices for Discharges of Waste
Resulting from Cannabis Cultivation and Associated Activities or Operations with Similar
Environmental Effects. Implementation of these standard conditions will result in the

protection of water quality and not significantly impact drainage patterns or surface runoff.

i.  TheProject as proposed would install several new buildings which would have roofs that
would shed rainwater; however, due to the site being underlain by exceedingly permeable
alluvium and fragmental materials that drain directly to the Weaver Creek channel abutting
the western and southwestern edge of the Project site, no substantial sheet flow or
channelization occurs across the entirety of the nearly flat project site even during heavy,
sustained precipitation events. Therefore, the combined effect of the changes to the site
from the proposed project would not significantly increase the rate or amount of surface

runoff in a manner which would result in flooding on- or offsite.
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ii. ~ Due tothe location of the Project site, there are no stormwater drainage systems which
would be impacted by the proposed project. The Project does not include any features which
would cause the addition of polluted runoff to the stormwater runoff or a natural drainage

system.
v.  The Project does not propose any features which would impede or redirect flood flows.

d) Flood zones are geographic areas that FEMA has defined according to varying levels of flood risk.
These zones are depicted on a community's Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM). Each zone reflects
the anticipated type of flooding in the area. As depicted on the FEMA Flood Zones maps for the
area, the Project site is outside the floodway, 100-year flood zone, and 500-year flood zone of both
Weaver Creek and Lance Gulch. Based upon this information and that the location of the Project site
is outside of any flood zone, there is no risk of release of pollutants due to Project inundation. The
threat of a tsunami wave is not applicable to inland areas; there is no potential for the generation of

a seiche. There is no risk of inundation of the site, and as such no impact would occur.

e) There is no water quality control plan or sustainable groundwater management plan in place for the

Lower Bench of the Business Park. There will be no impact.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated Hydrology and Water Quality were found

to be less than significant.
References:

Federal Emergency Management Agency. 2010. Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Map Number
06105CI035F, Revised July 20, 2016.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-

Significant Mitigation Significant No
Xl. Land Use and Planning Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a. Physically divide an established community? L] ] ] X
b. Cause asignificant environmental impact due to a [] [] [] X

conflict with any land use plan, policy or regulation
adopted for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating
an environmental effect?

Setting:

The Project site is located a specially-zoned business park development area downhill from SR 299 in south
Weaverville. Development surrounding the subject site is generally limited due to physical constraints of the
location (hillside and creek channels) and the types of development allowable by the zoning and Business

Park development guidelines and Notice of Environmental Constraint (Attachments A and C, respectively).

The Project site has been designated Industrial (I) land by the County General Plan and zoned as Specific
Unit Development (SUD). Both the County General Plan and Zoning Districts did not specifically anticipate
development of commercial cannabis when these land use plans and zoning districts were developed, but in
response to California State Law that allows commercial cannabis activities under permitted and controlled
conditions, Trinity County developed County-specific ordinances to regulate commercial cannabis
cultivation, testing, nurseries, manufacturing, distribution, microbusiness, events and sales within the
County. Ordinances 315-823, 315-829, 315-830 and 315-841 regulate cultivation and are all specifically
titled “An Ordinance of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Trinity Amending Zoning Ordinance No.
315 Creating Section 28: Commercial Cannabis Cultivation Regulations”. All these ordinances are referred

to, collectively, in this section as the “Cannabis Ordinance.”

The Cannabis Ordinance, in combination with the provisions of the General Plan and requirements of the
Zoning Districts are used to determine appropriate land uses of cannabis operations in Trinity County. An
applicant can apply for a Use Permit for cannabis-related operations under the Cannabis Ordinance,
including a variance to the provisions and requirements of the Cannabis Ordinance, with approval at the

discretion of the County Planning Commission and Board of Supervisors.
Discussion of Impacts:

a) The Project does not have the potential to physically divide an established community; the Project
does not propose to divide land or rezone the parcel. Access to the site is limited and the land
surrounding the property is bounded on two sides by riverine, riparian and/or wetland habitat on
which development is severely restricted by overlapping federal, state and/or local jurisdictional
regulation, to the northwest by a public wastewater treatment facility, and immediately adjacent

industrial-zoned parcels. No impact has been identified.

b) The County’s General Plan serves as the overall guiding policy document for land use and

development. The subject property is designated in the General Plan as Industrial (1) land and is
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zoned for Specific Unit Development (SUD), of which the Business Park is one of the approved,
designated, and applicable units. Commercial cannabis licensing did not exist when the Trinity Alps
Business Park was created; nevertheless, “Wholesale Sales and Distribution, conducted within a
building” is a permitted use for the Lower Bench area of the Business Park where the Project is
proposed. Since the proposed project would use greater than 20,000 sq. ft. of aggregate floor
space a Conditional Use Permit would be required for Project approval, per the SUD Guidelines
(Attachment A). County ordinances allow the proposed uses in Industrial zones and Specific Unit
Development planning areas specifying industrial uses. The Project also would not conflict with any
conservation plans or policies as there is no Habitat Conservation Plan or Natural Community
Conservation Plan established for the area encompassing the Project site. Consequently, there will

be no impacts arising from implementation of the Project in this regard.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. There are no impacts.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation, no impacts associated with Land Use and Planning were

identified as the Project is compatible with the current land use designations.
References:

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017.
——. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018

———. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018.

——. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018.

——. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
Xll. Mineral Resources Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:
a. Resultin the loss of availability of a known mineral ] [] [] X

resource that would be of value to the region and
the residents of the state?

b.  Resultin the loss of availability of a locally important ] ] ] X
mineral resource recovery site delineated on a local
general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan?

Setting:

Mineral production has historically been a significant part of the economy of the County but has waned in the
last 75 years. Historically, the County has seen a wide array of mineral production, including asbestos,
chromite, copper, sand and gravel, limestone and manganese to name a few. The proposed project site has
historically been used for gravel extraction and crushing for concrete batch mixing, and earlier timber harvest
and industrial gold mining (dredging) purposes. The Project area has not been designated by the State or

Trinity County as an area of significant mineral resources or an area of locally important minerals.
Discussion of Impacts:

a, b) A mineral resource is land on which known deposits of commercially viable mineral or aggregate
deposits exist. The designation is applied to sites determined by the California Geological Survey as
being a resource of regional significance and is intended to help maintain any quarrying operations
and protect them from encroachment of incompatible uses. While the land underlying the proposed
project site was already subjected to industrial mining for gold (dredging) and then later for gravel
extraction, it has nevertheless not been designated as an important mineral resource recovery site
by a local general plan, specific plan, or other land use plan or by the State of California. There are

not commercially viable amounts of gold remaining and gravel mining activity has ceased.

The Project would not result in the loss of availability of a known mineral resource that would be of
value to the region and the residents of the State and would not result in the loss of availability of a

locally important mineral resource recovery site. No impact has been identified.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation, it was determined that there were no impacts associated

with Mineral Resources.
References:
California Geological Survey. Mineral Land Classifications. 2018.

National Resource Conservation Service. WebSoil Survey.

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx. Accessed: August 26, 2020.
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Trinity County. General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
XIll. Noise Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a. Expose persons to or generate noise levels in excess L] L] X ]
of standards established in a local general plan or
noise ordinance or applicable standards of other
agencies?
b. Expose persons to or generate excessive ] ] = ]
groundborne vibration or groundborne noise levels?
c. Foraproject located within the vicinity of a private [] [] [] X

airstrip or an airport land use plan or, where such a
plan has not been adopted, within two miles of a
public airport or public use airport, would the
project expose people residing or working in the
project area to excessive noise levels?

Setting:

Noise impacts are those that exceed general plan or other local ordinances developed to provide reasonable
control of noise to residences, parks, open spaces and other specific designated sites. Noise sources typically
include roadways, freeways, schools, industrial and commercial operations and other facilities that can
generate noise. The Trinity County General Plan Noise Element, Cannabis Ordinances, and CDFA licensing
regulations [3 CCR § 9304(3)] provide guidelines and direction for noise sources and attenuation
requirements for various uses. Projects proposed for development within the County will have their
development evaluated to determine potential conformance with the Noise Element and as necessary,

specific conditions of approval will be placed on projects.

In the vicinity of the Project, noise generation sources are varied and consist of vehicle traffic along SR 299
and frequenting the various businesses and services of the Business Park, including the busy Shasta College
campus and the County Health and Human Services facilities, as well as any maintenance activities on the

surrounding resource lands.

Residential developments, schools and hospitals are considered sensitive noise receptors as these are
locations where people sleep or typically expect quiet conditions. Sensitive noise conditions are typically at
night and measured as indoor levels in decibels (dB). The nearest sensitive receptors to the Project are
tenants of three single family residences approximately 693 feet to the northeast, up on a bluff at the end of

Davis Road and Ponderosa Lane, and Shasta College — Trinity Campus (1,007 feet northeast),
Discussion of Impacts:

a) There will be noise generated during construction of the permitted buildings and greenhouses, which
may be heard at the residences up on the bluff, but this will be temporary and only occur during
normal daylight business hours. The Project will not utilize any onsite generators, therefore there will
be no noise associated with stationary generation devices. Based on the temporary scope of the

construction, the proximity of the Project to SR 299, and the distance to the nearest sensitive
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b)

c)

receptor, implementation of standard conditions of the various ordinances, development standards
and review by County for compliance during operations would render impacts to less-than-

significant levels.

Groundborne vibrations are usually associated with heavy vehicle traffic (including railroad traffic),
and with heavy equipment operations. Proposed project operations do include delivery truck traffic,
but this would be intermittent and only during standard daylight business hours. Operations do not
include activities that would result in excessive groundborne vibration, such as pile driving or
permanent, ongoing heavy construction equipment. Therefore, impacts are expected to be less than

significant relative to existing conditions at and surrounding the Project site and Business Park.

The proposed project is not located within the vicinity of a private or public airport or airstrip. No

impacts would occur in this regard.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Noise were found to be less than

significant.

References:

Environmental Protection Agency, Noise Effects Handbook. USEPA, Revised 1981.
www.nonoise.org/library/handbook/handbook.htm

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017.

———. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018

———. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018.

——. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018.

—. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019.

—. General Plan Noise Element. 2003.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
XIV. Population and Housing Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:
a. Induce substantial population growth in an area, [] ] ] X

either directly (for example, by proposing new
homes and businesses) or indirectly (for
example, through extension of roads or other
infrastructure)?

b. Displace a substantial number of people or housing, [] [] [] X
necessitating the construction of replacement
housing elsewhere?

Setting:

Trinity County has a population of approximately 13,786 persons based on the 2010 US Census Data. The
median household income is $36,563 per year. Housing throughout the area is primarily individual rural

residences on larger parcels of land.
Discussion of Impacts:

a) Implementation of the proposed project would result in the development and use of existing lands,
with no new housing being proposed. A maximum twenty-four (24) permanent workers and
approximately twenty-eight (28) seasonal workers maximum are proposed for this Project, the exact
configuration varying throughout the year, and the applicant states that these workers will come
from the existing local population. If temporary employees do not already live in the area, they would
be required to find off-site housing as no additional housing is proposed by the Project. Based on the
information provided, and evaluation of the area, there are no growth-inducing impacts associated

with this Project.

b) The Project parcel is currently zoned for industrial uses and associated structures (e.g., shops,
garages, warehouses). The proposed project would not displace any people or existing housing, as

none is located at the Project site. No impact has been identified.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.

Findings: Based on the information reviewed for the Population and Housing resource, the Project will have no

impact.
References:

US Census Bureau. American Fact Finder. https://data.census.gov/cedsci/. Accessed: November 2, 2020.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
XV. Public Services Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:

a. Resultin substantial adverse physical impacts
associated with the provision of new or physically
altered governmental facilities, need for new or
physically altered governmental facilities, the
construction of which could cause significant
environmental impacts, in order to maintain
acceptable service ratios, response times, or other
performance objectives for any of the following
public services:

Fire protection?
Police protection?
Schools?

Parks?

Ooggo
Ooggo
XOXKX KX
O XOOO

Other public facilities?

Setting:

The Project site is located within the Weaverville town limits, which has public services available to
residential, commercial and industrial users. Fire protection is provided to the proposed project site both by
the Weaverville Fire Department and CALFIRE in the outlying areas. Law enforcement to the area is provided
by the Trinity County Sheriff’s Department and the California Highway Patrol. The nearest medical facility is
the Trinity Hospital in Weaverville and about 2.6 road miles north of the proposed project. Weaverville
Elementary School serves grades K-8, with Trinity High School serving the upper grades.

Discussion of Impacts:

Based on available information as well as information provided by the applicant and observations made on

the Project site and in the vicinity, the following findings can be made:
Fire and Police Protection:

Fire and police protection services to the proposed project are currently provided by County, State and
Federal agencies and private emergency responders and a local fire department. Development of the
Project within the community is not expected to significantly increase the demand for these protection
services. A security plan is required for this operation and must be approved by the County Sheriff’s
Department and/or the County Board of Supervisors as a standard condition of approval aofter the
Conditional Use Permit is issued. The Applicant will coordinate with the Trinity County Sheriff’s
Department to develop a security system and emergency response plan consistent with state regulatory

requirements. The proposed Security and Emergency Response Plan is outlined as follows.
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Pursuant to Bureau of Cannabis Control regulations, only employees or authorized
individuals will have access to all limited-access areas of the licensed premises. [16 CCR §
5042]. All employees shall, at all times while engaged in commercial cannabis activities,
display a laminated identification badge, including a photograph in accordance with BCC
regulations. [16 CCR § 5043]. Individuals not employed by the Licensee(s) shall be escorted
at all times while within the limited-access areas. The Licensee shall maintain a log recording
the name, affiliation, date, time and reason that any non-employee enters a limited-access
area. [16 CCR §5042]. All limited-access areas shall be secured with commercial-grade,
nonresidential door locks pursuant to BCC Regulations. [16 CCR § 5046].

As required by BCC regulations, [16 CCR § 5044] the following locations will be kept under

24-hour, time-stamped, digital video surveillance (retained for at least 90 days):

1) Areas where cannabis goods are weighed, packed, stored, loaded and unloaded for

transportation, prepared, or moved with the licensed premises;
2) Limited-access areas;
3) Security rooms;

4) Areas storing a surveillance-system storage device with at least one camera

recording the access points to the secured surveillance recording area; and

5) Entrances and exits to the licensed premises, which shall be recorded from both

indoor and outdoor vantage points.

All licensed premises shall maintain an alarm system in accordance with Business &
Professions Code § 7590.1(n) and BCC regulations. [16 CCR § 5047]. The alarm records
and video recordings are available to BCC agents and employees, additionally the

Licensee(s) will make the same information available to the Trinity County Sheriff’s Office.

All Licensees shall contract for at least one security guard on the licensed premises at all
times. The security guards may be employees or contracted by the Licensee(s) and in all
instances shall be licensed by the Bureau of Security and Investigative Services and shall

comply with Chapters 11.4 & 11.5 of Division 3 of the Business and Professions Code.

In the event of a security emergency, the security guard will initiate contact with the Trinity
County Sheriff’s Office and will serve as the point person for any necessary interactions with
TCSO deputies or other law enforcement officers. The alarm system shall be designed to
allow for silent notification to the TCSO in the event a phone call is not possible. The TCSO

emergency response plan can be detailed in Closed Session, if required.
Based on these factors and standard conditions, impacts are considered less than significant.
Schools:

The Trinity Alps Unified District provides primary and secondary education to students in the area. While
the development of this Project could attract employees with families from outside the town that may
have school age children, and those students may contribute to the total student enrollment in these

schools, the applicant still prefers and intends to employ workers from the existing local population;
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regardless, implementation of the proposed project is not expected to result in a significant increase in
the number of school-age children as the result of twenty-four (24) permanent employees who will work
and ideally also reside within the school districts. Therefore, the potential impacts are considered less

than significant.
Parks:

There are no developed parks in the vicinity of the Project site, and the proposed project will not increase
the intensity of the land use, impacts to parks and recreational facilities in the Project area would remain
at existing conditions; no new residential uses are proposed. The proposed project would not include
recreational facilities or require the construction or expansion of recreational facilities. Therefore, there is

no impact.
Other public facilities:

The proposed project does not involve a substantial change in the land use, does not substantially
increase the numbers of people employed in the region, and does not create or require new housing or
related facilities, an increased demand on public facilities is unlikely to occur. There would be a less than

significant impact to other public services related to this Project.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: Based on the evaluations above for Public Services the impacts associated with development of the

Project were found to be less than significant.
References:

California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. State Responsibility Area Viewer.

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/wildfire-prevention-planning-engineering/wildland-hazards-building-

codes/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps/. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

Trinity County. General Plan Safety Element. Revised March 2002.

Trinity County Office of Education. www.tcoekl2.org. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

Trinity Alps Unified School District. https://www.tausd.org/. Accessed: November 2, 2020.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-

Significant Mitigation Significant No
XVI. Recreation Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a.  Would the project increase the use of existing [] [] [] X

neighborhood and regional parks or other
recreational facilities such that substantial physical
deterioration of the facility would occur or be
accelerated?

b. Does the project include recreational facilities or [] [] [] X
require the construction or expansion of recreational
facilities which might have an adverse physical effect
on the environment?

Setting:

There are no developed recreation specific parks or facilities near the Project. The nearest developed site is
the Lowden Park that has play equipment and sports fields, about two road miles north. Other dispersed
recreation facilities are the elementary and high school, as well as day use sites and river access points along
the Trinity River.

Discussion of Impacts:

a) The proposed project does not propose to add significant new numbers of people that would require
housing and ancillary recreation facilities; therefore, the proposed project would not increase the use
of existing neighborhood and regional parks or other recreational facilities such that substantial

physical deterioration of the facility would occur or be accelerated.

b) The proposed project would not include recreational facilities or require the construction or

expansion of recreational facilities which might have an adverse physical effect on the environment.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation it was determined that there were no impacts association

with Recreation.
References:
Trinity County. General Plan Open Space and Conservation.

USDA Forest Service, Shasta-Trinity National Forest, Recreation.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/stnf/recreation.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
XVII. Transportation Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project:
a. Conflict with an applicable plan, ordinance, or [] [] X []

policy addressing the circulation system, including
transit, roadway, bicycle and pedestrian facilities?

b.  Conflict or be inconsistent with CEQA Guidelines § ] ] X ]
15064.3, subdivision (b)?
c.  Substantially increase hazards due to a geometric [] [] X []

design feature (e.g., sharp curves or dangerous
intersections) or incompon‘ible uses (e.g., farm
equipment)?

d. Resultininadequate emergency access? ] [] [] X

Setting:

The Project site is located in a municipal business park that has an existing access road which intersects with

SR 299, the main east/west transportation route in the region.

The Trinity County General Plan, Circulation Element was last updated in 2002 to address changes to state
requirements for regional transportation planning and to address other changes to the Circulation element.

The Circulation Element does not address vehicle miles traveled (VMT).

The Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR) has developed a screening threshold to determine
when detailed analysis is needed due to the potential for a project to generate a potentially significant level of
VMT. The threshold states that projects that generate or attract fewer than 110 trips per day generally may
be assumed to cause a less-than-significant transportation impact (OPR, 2018). The proposed project is
estimated to generate approximately 106 vehicle/truck trips per day during peak activity and 30 vehicle/truck
trips per day during the slowest part of the year. As such, even during the peak activity at the site, the
estimated project trips would be below the screening threshold recommended by OPR. For this reason, a
detailed analysis of VMT impacts is not included in this Initial Study and it is determined that the project

would result in less than significant transportation impacts during operation.

Public transit services are provided by the County through Trinity Transit, which provides daily bus service
between Weaverville and Redding, Weaverville and Lewiston and Weaverville and Hayfork. Other private
transit carriers also operate in Trinity County to provide services to the elderly, disabled, school children and

others.
Discussion of Impacts:

a, b) Project approval would allow for the development of an industrial operation on an existing industrial
site. As this Project does not propose the development of new roads or easements there is no conflict

with the current Circulation Element of the General Plan. The facility is expected to employ, during
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c)

d)

highest capacity operations (expected to be in June, July, October, and November) the combined
uses could employ up to 52 persons daily. Additionally, pursuant to state regulations, there will
always be at least one security guard onsite. During the slowest parts of the year, the combined uses
could employ up to 14 persons and one security guard; this change in current site conditions would
not, however, require changes to any roadways, public transit, or pedestrian facilities. New
permanent employees, as well as seasonal employees, are targeted to be from the local Trinity

County population and thereby would not pose a significant additional traffic impact to the area.

In addition to the employee traffic, vans, or panel trucks (two-axle vehicles) working for the
Distribution company could make up to 10 roundtrips per day. The entire Project site will be fenced
and subject to limited controlled access. No members of the public can be allowed onto the Project
site once the licenses are operational, so no additional traffic in this vein is anticipated. Impacts from

development of this Project are considered less than significant.

The proposed project has not proposed any new roads and does not propose or require any
realignment of existing roads that might cause hazards to geometric design features or have
incompatible uses. No significant hazards are anticipated with the development of this Project; the

Project would have a less than significant impact.

Adequate existing access is provided to the site with State, County and municipal private roads. The
Project does not change the existing access to the Project site; therefore, the ability for emergency
vehicles and personnel to access the subject property will remain at existing condition levels upon
completion of the proposed project. The Project will be required to comply with State and local Fire
Safe Standards and applicable regulations for emergency vehicle access to the Project site including
implementation of requirements by the Trinity County Department of Transportation and as
directed by CALFIRE for compliance with State Fire Safe Standards. No impacts are anticipated in
this regard.

Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation, impacts associated with Transportation and Traffic were

found to be less than significant.

References:

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR). 2018. Technical Advisory — On Evaluating Transportation
Impacts in CEQA.

Trinity County. General Plan Circulation Element. Revised 2002.

Trinity Transit. http://trinitytransit.org/. Accessed: November 2, 2020.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
XVIII. Tribal Cultural Resources Impact Incorporated Impact Impact

Would the project cause a substantial adverse change in
the significance of a tribal cultural resource, defined in
Public Resources Code § 21074 as either a site, feature,
place, cultural landscape that is geographically defined in
terms of the size and scope of the landscape, sacred
place, or object with cultural value to a California native
American tribe, and that is:

a. Listed or eligible for listing in the California Register [] X [] []
of Historical Resources, or in a local register of
historical resources as defined in Public Resources

Code §5020.1(k), or
b. Aresource determined by the lead agency, in its [] X ] ]

discretion and supported by substantial evidence, to
be significant pursuant to criteria set forth in
subdivision (c) of Public Resources Code § 5024.1. In
applying the criteria set forth in subdivision (s) of
Public Resource Code § 5024.1, the lead agency
shall consider the significance of the resource to a
California Native American tribe?

Setting:

The Project site and the immediately adjacent and surrounding area is already highly impacted, altered and
disturbed and has a documented history of being developed for resource extraction including logging and
gravel mining. The entire Trinity Alps Business Park was surveyed for cultural resources prior to the rezoning

to establish it as a Specific Use Development area.

The County circulated an AB 52 notification to interested Tribal entities on August 18, 2020 (see Attachment

D). The Applicant is not aware of any responses to the inquiry requesting formal consultation under the

provision of AB 52.

Discussion of Impacts:

a) The County circulated an AB 52 notification to interested Tribal entities on August 18,2020, and to
date the Applicant is not aware of any responses to the inquiry. There are no known tribal cultural
resources that are listed, or eligible for listing, on the California Register of Historical Resources.
Nevertheless, mitigation measures were developed in the event that future discovery and
identification of heretofore unknown cultural resources be located on the proposed Project site, and
these measures are identified in Section V of this document. Based on the lack of known resources,

impacts to tribal cultural resources are anticipated to be less than significant.

b) Trinity County (as lead agency) determined that there are no resources present that were considered

significant enough to preclude development projects in the Trinity Alps Business Park—including the
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proposed project site—and therefore no specific mitigation or Project modifications are required.
Nevertheless, the proposed mitigation measures for cultural resources provided in Section V,
Cultural Resources, are considered to be sufficient for development of this Project to protect

unknown future tribal cultural resources any such be found at the Project site.

Mitigation Measures: With implementation of mitigation measures provided above in Section V, Cultural

Resources, potential impacts would be reduced to a less-than-significant level.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Tribal Cultural Resources were found
to be less than significant with the incorporation of mitigation measures for the protection of currently

unknown but discovered resources provided for in Section V, Cultural Resources.
References:

Trinity County. 1986. Initial Study/Negative Declaration, Trinity Alps Business Park, Weaverville. State
Clearinghouse number 1986061002. June 6, 1986.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
XIX. Utilities and Service Systems Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
Would the project:
a. Require or result in the relocation or construction of [] [] X []
new or expanded water, wastewater treatment or
stormwater drainage, electric power, natural gas, or
telecommunications facilities, the construction of
which could cause significant environmental effects?
b. Have sufficient water supplies available to serve the [] [] X []
project and reasonably foreseeable future
development during normal, dry and multiple dry
years?
c.  Resultin a determination by the wastewater ] ] = ]
treatment provider, that serves or may serve the
project that it has adequate capacity to serve the
project’s projected demand in addition to the
provider’s existing commitments?
d. Generate solid waste in excess of state or local ] ] |Z| ]
standards, or in excess of the capacity of local
infrastructure, or otherwise impair the attainment of
solid waste reduction goals?
e.  Comply with federal, state, and local management L] ] = ]

and reduction statutes and regulations related to
solid waste?

Setting:

Public utilities and service systems are provided and available in the area of the Project. Power is provided

to the site by the Trinity Public Utilities District (TPUD) and no additional power sources are proposed

for this Project. Wastewater from onsite sinks and toilets are served by the Weaverville Sewer District.

The Trinity County Solid Waste Department provides solid waste services at County landfills, with waste

disposal by private waste haulers or individuals. Water is provided to the site by the Weaverville

Community Services District (Weaverville CSD). CDFA, through its licensing requirements, ensures the

availability and reliability of power sources as well as solid waste generation [3 CCR § 8102(s) and §

8108].

Discussion of Impacts:

a) The proposed project has an existing connection to a municipal sewer system that disposes of

domestic wastewater. This system would continue to be utilized all workers at the site and is not

proposed to be expanded to accommodate other future onsite uses. While the Nursery business does

not anticipate generating wastewater, any that is generated will be conducted through floor drains

to a cistern that will be pumped and trucked offsite. There is sufficient power provided by the TPUD
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b)

c)

d)

e)

to the site for the proposed project, and there are no stationary generators proposed for the Project
operations other than a backup emergency generator held in reserve should there be a service
interruption from TPUD. No natural gas or additional/expanded telecommunication facilities would
be required for the Project. Based on the current anticipated uses at the site, impacts would be less

than significant.

Woater for the Project site is currently provided to the site by Weaverville CSD and no additional

water sources are required for the proposed project.

The parcel is served by a 2” water line and meter from the Weaverville Community Services District.
Pursuant to Weaverville CSD’s Standard Water Service Rates, a 2” meter is allowed 3500 cubic feet

of water per month as part of the minimum charge. Water use above the minimum allocation is

billed at the rate of $1.68 per 100 cubic feet.

The Nursery is the only proposed use that will consume substantial amounts of water beyond that
required for employee bathrooms and break areas. Immature cannabis plants and clones use
significantly less water than plants in vegetative growth and require up to 1” of water per week during
the hottest parts of the year. For purposes of conservative calculation, assuming every square inch of
the 20,000 sq.ft. allocated to Nursery is occupied by an immature cannabis plant in a container, the
maximum monthly water usage would be 6,667 cubic feet [20,000 sq.ft. x 0.33 feet (4 weeks @
1”/week)] resulting in an additional monthly charge of $53.76 [6,667 cubic feet — 3500 cubic feet
(monthly allocation) x $1.68/100 cubic feet].

If necessary, the Nursery operations can be curtailed to meet requirements consistent with the most
recent Weaverville CSD Irrigation Ordinance as part of the Drought Contingency mandated by the
State Water Board during the severe drought in 2015.

Implementation of the proposed project would not require new infrastructure to support water or
wastewater treatment service or facilities; accordingly, impacts are anticipated to be less than

significant.

Wastewater is treated by a sewer connection to the Weaverville Sewer District, which has adequate
capacity to treat wastewater generated by all projected Project employees. As stated above, while
the Nursery business does not anticipate generating wastewater, any that is generated will be
conducted through floor drains to a cistern that will be pumped and trucked offsite. Based on the

water available to the proposed project, impacts are anticipated to be less than significant.

Non-cannabis solid waste produced by the Project would be disposed of at existing solid waste
facilities as other residential and commercial solid waste is currently handled in the County. Sending
the solid waste stream to existing permitted facilities, either by existing contract haulers or self-
disposal, will ensure that the Project does not violate any federal, State or local statutes related to
solid waste. The Project will also develop one onsite composting of organic debris from the Nursery
operations, which will eliminate any need for offsite disposal. Based on the above, the impact to solid

waste services will be less than significant.

The County regulates and operates programs that promote the proper disposal of toxic and
hazardous materials from households, including those created by the Project. There are no current

waste reduction plans or statues in place in the County; however, should they be implemented the
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proposed project would comply with local statutes and regulations related to solid waste. Less than

significant impacts are anticipated in this regard.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: In the course of the above evaluation impacts associated with Utilities and Service Systems were

found to be less than significant.
References:

Trinity County Solid Waste. https://www.trintycounty.org/Solid-Waste. Accessed: November 2, 2020.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-

Significant Mitigation Significant No
XX. Wildfire Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
If located in or near state responsibility areas or lands
classified as very high fire hazard severity zones, would
the project:
a. Substantially impair an adopted emergency [] [] X []

response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

b. Duetoslope, prevailing winds, and other factors, [] [] X []

exacerbate wildfire risks, and thereby expose project
occupants to pollutant concentrations from a
wildfire or the uncontrolled spread of wildfire?

c.  Require the installation or maintenance of [] [] X []
associated infrastructure (such as roads, fuel
breaks, emergency water sources, power lines or
other utilities) that may exacerbate fire risk or that
may result in temporary or ongoing impacts to the
environment?

d. Expose people or structures to significant risks, L] ] = ]

including downslope or downstream flooding or
landslides, as a result or runoff, post-fire slope
instability, or drainage changes?

Setting:

The proposed project is located in an area designated as being in the High Fire Hazard Severity Zone
(HFHSZ), as identified by the CALFIRE Fire and Resource Assessment Program (FRAP) Fire Hazard Severity
Zones in State Responsibility Areas (SRA) (CALFIRE 2007); however, the majority of land in Trinity County
has a designation of VHFHSZ (for both SRA and non-SRA lands) including the existing residential parcels
and undeveloped timbered parcels in the area surrounding the Project between Weaverville and the Douglas
City areas. Fire hydrants in the County are limited to highly developed areas (which in this case includes the
area encompassing the Project); the County General Plan has taken this fact into consideration as a part of
the Trinity County General Plan Safety Element. In addition to the local General Plan, the State of California
has developed Fire Safe Standards (Public Resource Code Sections 4290 and 4291) which dictate
development in rural areas throughout the state, and require vegetation clearing, onsite water storage

requirements and other building and development standards.
Discussion of Impacts:

a) Based on the Trinity County General Plan Safety Element SR-299 is considered a Major Evacuation
Route. As the Project will not significantly impact traffic intensity on the roadway or impair access to
the roadway or surrounding properties, the Project is not expected to impair the emergency

evacuation plan. Due to the location of the Project the impacts are considered to be less than

significant.
Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC
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b) The Project area has been previously developed and the proposed project does not propose
significant changes to the Project site or surrounding property that would exacerbate wildfire risks.
Due to the landform of the site occupants could be exposed to elevated concentrations of pollutants
from a wildfire as the site sits in a creek channel; however, the development of the Project itself is not
anticipated to contribute to any significant elevation in risks to occupants from uncontrolled spread
of wildfire. Based on past land uses at the site and in the area that have cleared flammable
vegetation, including conformance with State and County fire safe standards, the Project will result

in impacts that are less than significant.

c) The Project does not include the addition of new roads, fuel breaks, emergency water sources, power
lines or other utilities. There are no temporary or ongoing activities that will exacerbate the fire risk in

the area, and therefore impacts are considered less than significant.

d) The location of the proposed project is outside the FEMA flood zone, and there are not any sheer or
unstable cliffs in the immediate area. There is no reason to believe that occupants or structures
would be exposed to significant risks from flooding or landslides as a result of post-fire runoff, and

therefore impacts are considered to be less than significant.
Mitigation Measures: No mitigation measures are required. Impacts would be less than significant.

Findings: Based upon the review of the information above the implementation of the Project will have a less-

than-significant impact with respect to Wildfire.
References:

California Public Resources Code, Division 4, Forests, Forestry and Range and Forage Lands. Part 2
Protection of Forest, Range and Forage Lands. Chapter 2, Hazardous Fire Areas, Sections 4251-4290.5.

———. Chapter 3, Mountainous, Forest-, Brush- and Grass-Covered Lands, Sections 4291-4299.

California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. State Responsibility Area Viewer.

https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/wildfire-prevention-planning-engineering/wildland-hazards-building-

codes/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps/. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

——. SRA Fire Safe Regulations. https://www.rsf-fire.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/SRAFireSafeRequlations.pdf. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

Trinity County. General Plan Safety Element. Revised March 2002.

—. Parcel Viewer.
http://trinitycounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.himl?appid=320cfl1c1558c43c8b1{2{70c23d3
5026. Accessed: November 2, 2020.
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Less than
Potentially  Significant with Less-than-
Significant Mitigation Significant No
XXI. Mandatory Findings of Significance Impact Incorporated Impact Impact
a. Does the project have the potential to degrade the [] X [] []

quality of the environment, substantially reduce the

habitat of a fish or wildlife species, cause a fish or

wildlife population to drop below self-sustaining

levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animal

community, substantially reduce the number or

restrict the range of a rare or endangered plant or

animal or eliminate important examples of the

major periods of California history or prehistory?

b. Does the project have impacts that are individually ] [] X []

limited but cumulatively considerable?

(“Cumulatively considerable” means that the

incremental effects of a project are considerable

when viewed in connection with the effects of past

projects, the effects of other current projects, and

the effects of probable future projects.)

c. Does the project have environmental effects which ] ] = ]

will cause substantial adverse effects on human

beings, either directly or indirectly?

Based on the analysis undertaken as part of this Initial Study, the following findings can be made:

a)

b)

Evaluation of the proposed project in this document (Section IV, Biological Resources) has shown
that the activities of the proposed project do not have the potential to degrade the quality of the
environment and will not substantially reduce the habitat or cause wildlife populations to drop below

self-sustaining levels.

Based on the discussion and findings in Section V. Cultural Resources, there is evidence to support a
finding that the proposed project is not eligible for listing in the NRHP or CRHR under any
significance criteria. Considering the history of extensive disturbance within the Project area and all
its previous uses, the potential for discovery of intact archaeological deposits or features by
implementation of this Project is considered low. Although no archaeological deposits or features
are known or have been identified on the Project site, implementation of mitigation measures will
ensure that any additional archaeological deposits or features may be discovered are fully protected

during implementation of the Project.

As discussed throughout this document, implementation of the proposed project has the potential to
result in impacts to the environment that are individually limited including impacts to air quality,

cultural and tribal cultural resources.

In all instances where the Project has the potential to contribute to cumulatively considerable
impacts to the environment (including the resources listed above) mitigation measures have been
imposed to reduce the potential effects to less than significant levels. As such, with incorporation of

the mitigation measures imposed throughout this document, the proposed project would not

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration April 202

3.0-58



3.0 ENVIRONMENTAL CHECKLIST

contribute to environmental effects that are individually limited but cumulatively considerable, and

as such impacts would be less than significant.

c) Based on the discussion and findings in all Sections above, there is no evidence to support a finding
that the proposed project has potential environmental effects which may cause substantial adverse

effects on human beings, either directly or indirectly.

Findings: Based upon the review of the information above, the implementation of the Project is not

anticipated to have a substantial adverse effect on the environment. Therefore, there is no significant impact.

Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use Permit Application
April 2021 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

3.0-59



4.0 REFERENCES

The following technical studies, reference documents, and data sources were utilized as primary references in
developing the Trinity Equipment & Materials Conditional Use Permit Application Initial Study:

Bay Area Air Quality Management District. California Environmental Quality Act Air Quality Guidelines. 2017.

California Air Resources Board. 2013. “Ambient Air Quality Standards.”
http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aags/aaqgs2.pdf.

——. 2017. Area Designation Maps/State and National. https://www.arb.ca.gov/permits/permits.htm.
Accessed: October 19, 2020.

——. 2017 Climate Change Scoping Plan: The Strategy for achieving California’s 2030 greenhouse gas reduction
target. January 20, 2017.

8th Edition, California Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory: 2000-2016. California Greenhouse Gas
Emissions for 2000 to 2016, Trends of Emissions and Other Indicators. 2018.

——.2020. “Top 4 Measurements and Days Above the Standard.” http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/.
Accessed: October 15, 2020.

California Board of Forestry and Fire Protection. SRA Fire Safe Regulations. https://www.rsf-fire.org/wp-
content/uploads/2016/10/SRAFireSafeRegulations.pdf. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

———. State Responsibility Area Viewer. https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/wildfire-prevention-planning-

engineering/wildland-hazards-building-codes/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps/. Accessed: November 2,

2020.

California Department of Conservation. 2010a. Division of Land Resource Protection, Farmland Mapping

and Monitoring Program. https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp/Pages/Index.aspx.

California Department of Fish and Wildlife. 2020. California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB) — Non-
Government version dated October 6, 2020 (v5.94.01). Retrieved October 15, 2020 from
https://map.dfg.ca.gov/rarefind/view/RareFind.aspx.

California Department of Toxics Substances Control (DTSC). 2020. Envirostor Database.
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=311+Industrial+Parkway%2C+Weaverville
+CA. Accessed: October 30, 2020.

Caltrans (California Department of Transportation). 2020. “California Scenic Highway Mapping System.”
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hg/LandArch/scenic_highways/. Accessed: October 27, 2020.

——. "Avrticle 2.5 of Chapter 2 of Division 1 of the California Streets & Highways Code". Sacramento:
California Office of Legislative Counsel.
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=SHC&division=1.&title=&par
t=&chapter=2.&article=2.5. Retrieved October 27, 2020.

Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use Permit Application
April 2021 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

4.0-1


http://www.arb.ca.gov/research/aaqs/aaqs2.pdf
https://www.arb.ca.gov/permits/permits.htm
http://www.arb.ca.gov/adam/
https://www.rsf-fire.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/SRAFireSafeRegulations.pdf
https://www.rsf-fire.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/10/SRAFireSafeRegulations.pdf
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/wildfire-prevention-planning-engineering/wildland-hazards-building-codes/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps/
https://osfm.fire.ca.gov/divisions/wildfire-prevention-planning-engineering/wildland-hazards-building-codes/fire-hazard-severity-zones-maps/
https://www.conservation.ca.gov/dlrp/fmmp/Pages/Index.aspx
https://map.dfg.ca.gov/rarefind/view/RareFind.aspx
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=311+Industrial+Parkway%2C+Weaverville+CA
https://www.envirostor.dtsc.ca.gov/public/map/?myaddress=311+Industrial+Parkway%2C+Weaverville+CA
http://www.dot.ca.gov/hq/LandArch/scenic_highways/
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=SHC&division=1.&title=&part=&chapter=2.&article=2.5
http://leginfo.legislature.ca.gov/faces/codes_displayText.xhtml?lawCode=SHC&division=1.&title=&part=&chapter=2.&article=2.5

4.0 REFERENCES

——. "Officially Designated State Scenic Highways and Historic Parkways". Sacramento: California

Department of Transportation. https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-
media/programs/design/documents/desig-and-eligible-aug2019_ally.xlsx Retrieved October 27, 2020.

California Geological Survey. 2018. Fault-Rupture Hazard Zones in California, Special Publication 42, Interim

Revision 2018. Sacramento, California.
———. Mineral Land Classifications. 2018.

California Public Resources Code, Division 4, Forests, Forestry and Range and Forage Lands. Part 2
Protection of Forest, Range and Forage Lands. Chapter 2, Hazardous Fire Areas, Sections 4251-4290.5.

——. Chapter 3, Mountainous, Forest-, Brush- and Grass-Covered Lands, Sections 4291-4299.

Federal Emergency Management Agency. 2010. Flood Insurance Rate Map (FIRM), Map Number
06105CI035F, Revised July 20, 2016.

Governor’s Office of Planning and Research (OPR). 2018. Technical Advisory — On Evaluating Transportation
Impacts in CEQA.

Johnson, T.D., and Belitz, Kenneth. 2014. California Groundwater Units: U.S. Geological Survey Data Series 796,
34 p. https://dx.doi.org/10.3133/ds796. ISSN 2327-638X.

National Resources Conservation Service. WebSoil Survey.

https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx. Accessed: October 30, 2020.

National Scenic Byways Program. 2020. https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/CA. Accessed: October
27,2019.

North Coast Unified Air Quality Management District. 2018.
http://ncuagmd.org/index.php?page=rules.requlations. Accessed: October 19, 2020.

State of California. State Water Resources Control Board Order No. WQ 2017-0023-DWQ.

https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/docs/finaladoptedcangol01717.pdf

—. Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program. https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/CIFF/.
Accessed: November 8, 2020.

State of California Fire and Resource Assessment Program. State Responsibility Areas. 2012.

——. Fire Hazard Severity Zones. 2007.
State Water Resources Control Board. Geotracker Database. 2019.

Trinity Alps Unified School District. https://www.tausd.org/. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

Trinity County. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-823. Enacted October 3, 2017.
———. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-829. Enacted February 6, 2018

———. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-830. Enacted March 6, 2018.

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration April 2021

4.0-2


https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/design/documents/desig-and-eligible-aug2019_a11y.xlsx
https://dot.ca.gov/-/media/dot-media/programs/design/documents/desig-and-eligible-aug2019_a11y.xlsx
https://dx.doi.org/10.3133/ds796
https://websoilsurvey.nrcs.usda.gov/app/WebSoilSurvey.aspx
https://www.fhwa.dot.gov/byways/states/CA
http://ncuaqmd.org/index.php?page=rules.regulations
https://www.waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/cannabis/docs/finaladoptedcango101717.pdf
https://maps.conservation.ca.gov/DLRP/CIFF/
https://www.tausd.org/

4.0 REFERENCES

——. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-841. Enacted September 19, 2018.
——. Cannabis Ordinance No. 315-843. Enacted March 20, 2019.
——. Trinity County General Plan.

——. General Plan Circulation Element. Revised 2002.

——. General Plan Noise Element. 2003.

——. General Plan Open Space and Conservation Element.

——. General Plan Safety Element. Revised March 2002.

——.1986. Initial Study/Negative Declaration, Trinity Alps Business Park, Weaverville. State Clearinghouse
number 1986061002. June 6, 1986.

——. Parcel Viewer.
http://trinitycounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=320cf1c1558c43c8b1f2{70c23d3
5026. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

———. Regional Transportation Plan. October 2017.

—. Water Resources Viewer.
http://trinitycounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=514684c4928a412f{a86befld37f
d3750 Accessed: October 15, 2020.

Trinity County Office of Education. www.tcoekl2.org. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

Trinity County Solid Waste. https://www.trintycounty.org/Solid-Waste. Accessed: November 2, 2019.

Trinity Public Utilities District. District History. https://www.trinitypud.com/about/history.aspx. Accessed:
October 30, 2020.

Trinity Transit. http://trinitytransit.org/. Accessed: November 2, 2020.

United States Census Bureau. American Fact Finder. hitps://data.census.gov/cedsci/. Accessed: November 2,

2020.

United States Department of Agriculture, Forest Service, Shasta — Trinity National Forest, Recreation.

https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/stnf/recreation.

United States Environmental Protection Agency. Noise Effects Handbook. USEPA, Revised 198]1.

www.nonoise.org/library/handbook/handbook.htm.

United States Environmental Protection Agency. 2020. RCRA Database.
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcraonline/index.xhtml. Accessed: October 30, 2020.

United States Geological Survey. U.S. Quaternary Faults.
https://usgs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?2id=5a6038b3al684561a9b0aadf88412fcf.
Accessed: October 30, 2020.

Trinity Equipment & Materials LLC Conditional Use Permit Application
April 2021 Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration

4.0-3


http://trinitycounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=320cf1c1558c43c8b1f2f70c23d35026
http://trinitycounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=320cf1c1558c43c8b1f2f70c23d35026
http://trinitycounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=514684c4928a412fa86bef1d37fd3750
http://trinitycounty.maps.arcgis.com/apps/Viewer/index.html?appid=514684c4928a412fa86bef1d37fd3750
http://www.tcoek12.org/
https://www.trintycounty.org/Solid-Waste
https://www.trinitypud.com/about/history.aspx
http://trinitytransit.org/
https://data.census.gov/cedsci/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/recmain/stnf/recreation
http://www.nonoise.org/library/handbook/handbook.htm
https://rcrapublic.epa.gov/rcraonline/index.xhtml
https://usgs.maps.arcgis.com/apps/webappviewer/index.html?id=5a6038b3a1684561a9b0aadf88412fcf

4.0 REFERENCES

United States Fish and Wildlife Service. 2019. National Wetland Inventory.
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html. Accessed: October 15, 2020.

Conditional Use Permit Application Trinity Equipment & Materials, LLC
Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration April 2021

4.0-4


https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/Mapper.html

Attachment A

SUD Guidelines





























































































































































































"o

1
4
]

!

N

) amaan
Al

SITE LAYOUT %8
| September 26, 1999 =
 TRINITY ALPS RANCH
' Morgan Langan & Marge Gray P,
1750 Trifity Alps Road .

| Trinity @ﬁn}éﬁ.,ﬁﬂ 96091

i n. - N vl' &




%

September 26, 1999

¢ TRINITY ALPS RANCH §
Langan & Margo Gray §

Morgan
1750 Trinity Alps Road
#Trinity Center, CA 96091

. g8 15

_ Awmnmm‘._.aoz L]

'RE

AREAl

hORSE OPERATIONS

A
SORT DE

-

-

-
-













































































































Attachment B

Biological Assessment

and CNDDB Data



BIOLOGICAL
ASSESSMENT

Prepared for:

TRINITY EQUIPMENT AND MATERIALS, LLC

311 Industrial Park Way
Weaverville, CA 96093

Prepared by:

FLOWRA

821 Main Street
Weaverville, CA 96093

DECEMBER g™ 2020



ACRONYM KEY
APN...Assessor’s Parcel Number
BA...Biological Assessment
CDFW...California Department of Fish & Wildlife
CEQA...California Environmental Quality Act
CESA...California Endangered Species Act
CFGC...California Fish & Game Commission
CNPS...California Native Plant Society
CWA...Clean Water Act
CWB...California Water Boards
E...Endangered
EIR...Environmental Impact Report
FESA...Federal Endangered Species Act
FWS...US Fish & Wildlife Service
IS...Initial Study
MBTA...Migratory Bird Treaty Act
ND...Negative Declaration
NSO...Northern spotted owl
NOAA...National Oceanic & Atmospheric Administration
RWQCB...Regional Water Quality Control Board
S...Sensitive
SCC...Species of Conservation Concern
SSS...Special Status Species
T...Threatened
USACE...United State Army Corps of Engineers

024-220-56-00
DEC 2020



o1

024-220-56-00
DEC 2020

TABLE OF CONTENTS

Introduction
1.1 Purpose
1.2 Methods
1.2.1 Databases & Literature
1.2.2  Site Surveys
1.2.3 Regulatory Compliance
1.3 Site Description
1.3.1  Overview
1.3.2 Regional Ecological Setting
1.3.3 Project Description
1.3.4 Federal Critical Habitat
1.3.5 Potential for Special-Status Species Presence
1.3.6 Topography & Geomorphology
1.3.7 Wetlands & Waterways
1.3.8 Parcel Structures & Roads
Results
2.1 Natural Plant Communities
2.2 Wildlife
2.2.1 Special-Status Wildlife
2.2.2 Wildlife
Impacts & Recommendations
3.1 Impacts to Special-Status Species
3.1.1. Impacts to Special-Status Plants
3.1.2. Impacts to Special-Status Wildlife
3.2 Impacts to Other Wildlife
3.3Mitigation & Avoidance Measures
References
Tables & Figures
Appendix
6.1 Appendix A: Species Rankings



024-220-56-00
DEC 2020

LOINTRODUCTION

1.1 Purpose

The purpose of this biological assessment (BA) is to evaluate the impact of the proposed project on existing

biological resources, and to characterize the ecology of the Project site. This assessment identified and

evaluated: 1) natural and/or sensitive plant communities; 2) special-status plant and wildlife species; 3)

habitats with the potential to support special-status species (SSS); and 4) watercourses, jurisdictional

wetlands and other waters of the United States.

This BA was prepared for Trinity Equipment and Materials, LLC (“T.E.A.M.”) at 311 Industrial Park Way,
Weaverville, CA by Flowra in accordance with legal requirements set forth under the Endangered Species Act
(ESA), California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish and Game Code § 2050 et seq.), California
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) [Public Resources Code, Division 13, § 21000-21178.1)], Migratory Bird
Treaty Act (MBTA) [16 US Code 703], California Fish & Game Code (§ 3503.5), Clean Water Act (Section
401 & 404), and the Porter-Cologne Act.

1.2 Methods

1.2.1 Databases & Literature Review
Prior to an onsite survey, a database and literature review were conducted to identify special-status
species (SSS) that are known to occur within the vicinity of the Project site. Databases referenced

include:

e California Natural Diversity Database (CNDDB)?

® California Native Plant Society (CNPS) A Manual of California Vegetation Online Database'
® CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants'

e California Department of Fish & Wildlife (CDFW) Special Animals List®

e CDFW State and Federally Listed Rare, Threatened & Endangered Plants List’

e CDFW Natural & Sensitive Communities Lists?

e USGS Web Soil Survey®

® FWS National Wetlands Inventory®

1.2.2 Site Surveys

Site surveys for plant and animal species were conducted on October 23,2020 by Dale Pooley,
Environmental Services Consultant at Flowra. It should be noted that given the seasonality of the
survey, it is possible that certain species were inactive and therefore not accounted for in this report;
however, given the high level of disturbance of the site, it is highly unlikely that seasonality would
make a significant difference in the survey findings with regards to sensitive species. The entire
property was surveyed northwest to southeast on foot. The weather was warm and sunny with little
cloud cover, and wind speed was negligible. See Table 1for weather variables at the time of the

survey.
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1.2.3 Regulatory Compliance

Endangered Species Act (ESA)

The ESA was signed into law in 1973, and serves to protect threatened and endangered species and
their habitats. The main agencies associated with implementation of the ESA are the US Fish &
Wildlife Service (FWS) and the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA)
Fisheries Service. Per FWS:

Under the ESA, species may be listed as either endangered or threatened. "Endangered”
means a species is in danger of extinction throughout all or a significant portion of its range.
"Threatened" means a species is likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future.
All species of plants and animals, except pest insects, are eligible for listing as endangered or
threatened. For the purposes of the ESA, Congress defined species to include subspecies,

varieties, and, for vertebrates, distinct population segments. "

The ESA prohibits “take” of any species listed under this act, which includes harassment, harm,
pursuit, hunting, shooting, wounding, killing, trapping, capturing, or collecting, or to attempt to
engage in any such conduct, or the degradation of habitat which results in the harm of a listed
species. Candidate species, or species that are not currently listed but are proposed for listing due to
population declines and/or severe habitat loss, and are often given special consideration during
project review under the premise that they may become federally protected in the near future.
Federal agencies reviewing projects must determine whether any ESA-listed species are present on
the project site, and if so, evaluate whether the proposed project will significantly impact the

species.

California Endangered Species Act (CESA) (Fish and Game Code § 2050 et seq.)
The CESA, similar to the federal ESA, legislates conservation and protection of declining species at
risk of extinction, and their habitats. Species protected under CESA also undergo a listing process

similar to the federal ESA, as well as the process for candidate species. Per CDFW:

Approximately 250 species are currently listed under CESA. A CESA-listed species, or any
part or product of the plant or animal, may not be imported into the state, exported out of

the state, “taken” (i.e., killed), possessed, purchased, or sold without proper authorization. *

CESA requires that any public agency permitting projects must evaluate whether CESA-protected
species are present on the project site, and whether the project will have a significant impact on
those species. CDFW maintains an online database known as the California Natural Diversity
Database (CNDDB) that maps known occurrences of SSS, including CESA-listed species. Both
private organizations and public agencies cooperate under CESA to implement conservation

programs that conserve and restore listed species across their historic ranges.

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) [Public Resources Code, Division 13, §
21000-21178.1)]
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The California Environmental Quality Act serves to evaluate significant environmental impacts of
projects reviewed by state governments and agencies issuing permits. The Act dictates that the
significant environmental impacts of a proposed project are disclosed to the public through an
Initial Study (IS), Negative Declaration (ND), or Environmental Impact Report (EIR). Per CDFW,
CEQA requires that projects:

®  Prevent or minimize damage to the environment through development of project
alternatives, mitigation measures, and mitigation monitoring

® Disclose to the public the agency decision making process utilized to approve
discretionary projects through findings and statements of overriding consideration

®  Enhance public participation in the environmental review process through scoping
meetings, public notice, public review, hearings, and the judicial process

® Improve interagency coordination through early consultations, scoping meetings,

notices of preparation, and State Clearinghouse review’

CEQA compliance is required for both private and public projects, with review typically conducted
by the regional CDFW office.

Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) [16 US Code 703]

The Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) of 1918 is a statute implementing four separate treaties
between the US and Canada, Russia, Japan, and Mexico to protect migratory birds. In summary,
the Act prohibits the take of any migratory bird species, or of their nests. Code 16 U.S.C. 703
prohibits the following:

... to "pursue, hunt, take, capture, kill, attempt to take, capture or kill, possess, offer for
sale, sell, offer to purchase, purchase, deliver for shipment, ship, cause to be shipped,
deliver for transportation, transport, cause to be transported, carry, or cause to be
carried by any means whatever, receive for shipment, transportation or carriage, or
export, at any time, or in any manner, any migratory bird, included in the terms of this

Convention . . . for the protection of migratory birds ... or any part, nest, or egg of any
such bird. ™

California Fish & Game Code (§ 3503.5)
Specific code within the California Fish & Game code protects raptors (birds of prey), and their

respective nests. The code states:

It is unlawful to take, possess, or destroy any birds in the orders Falconiformes or Strigiformes
(birds-of-prey) or to take, possess, or destroy the nest or eggs of any such bird except as

otherwise provided by this code or any regulation adopted pursuant thereto.®

In compliance with this code, proposed projects on either private or public land must identify and

prevent actions that would cause harm to these species.
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California Fish & Game Code (§ 1601 & 1603)

Code 1601 & 1603 mandates CDFW as the regulatory and jurisdictional body for lake or stream
beds and banks throughout the state. To conserve and protect water quality and wildlife resources,
CDFW requires notification of such projects, and potentially a Lake and Streambed Alteration
(LSA) Agreement, that may significantly impact fish and wildlife by:

e diverting or obstructing the natural flow of any river, stream, or lake
® changing the bed, channel, or bank of any river, stream, or lake
®  using material from any river, stream, or lake

®  depositing or disposing of material into any river, stream, or lake®

Projects that plan to conduct such activity must notify CDFW prior to project commencement.

Clean Water Act (CWA) Section 401 & 404

Section 401 of the CWA (33 USC 1341)" requires any applicant for a federal license or permit to
conduct any activity that may result in a discharge of a pollutant into Waters of the U.S. to obtain a
certification from the state in which the discharge originates or would originate, that the discharge
will comply with the applicable effluent limitations and water quality standards. A certification
obtained for the construction of any facility must also pertain to the subsequent operation of the
facility. The responsibility for the protection of water quality in California rests with the State Water
Resources Control Board (SWRCB) and its nine Regional Water Quality Control Boards
(RWQCB).

Under Section 404 (33 U.S. Code (USC) 1344)" of the Clean Water Act (CWA), the US Army
Corps of Engineers (USACE) retains primary responsibility to permit projects discharging dredged
or fill material into Waters of the U.S. A permit from the USACE must be obtained before placing

fill or grading in wetlands or other Waters of the U.S., unless the activity is exempt from CWA
Section 404 regulation. The USACE defines wetlands as:

...those areas that are inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and
duration sufficient to support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of
vegetation typically adapted for life in saturated soil conditions.'

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act

The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Control Act mandates that the Regional Water Quality Control
Board (RWQCB) review and verify proposed projects, or aspects of projects, that are regulated by
the USACE. Projects that are regulated by the Corps must obtain water quality certification from
one of nine Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) in the state, which ensures that
projects will abide by quality standards set forth by the state.”

1.3 Site Description

1.3.1 Overview
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The Project is located at 311 Industrial Park Way, Weaverville in Trinity County, CA at
approximately (40.71,-122.93) in Township 33N, ROW, Section 18, on the Mount Diablo Meridian
(USGS Weaverville 7.5-Minute Quadrangle Map).

Assessor’s Parcel Number (APN): 024-220-56-00
Acreage: 70.25

Zoning: Specific Unit Development (SUD)
RWQCB: North Coast Region

The property is exceedingly disturbed due to its prior use for timber harvest, gravel mining, and
other industrial activities since being rezoned and designated for industrial purposes, the most
recent of which was a gravel-crushing operation for concrete batch mixing and soil products sorting

and storage. The property is currently vacant.

The parcel is a highly disturbed, graveled lot with little native vegetation. Species observed on the
parcel were mainly early-successional invasives and exotics highly adapted to disturbance,
including mustard (Brassica spp.) knotweeds (Polygonum spp.), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus
armeniacus), yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis), common mullein (Verbascum thapsus) and
Scotch broom (Cytisus scoparius). The site contains other non-natives, including black locust

(Robinia pseudoacacia) and Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima).

The parcel is essentially flat, with some grades between 2% and 9%. The location is an old creek
terrace formed between the floodplains of Weaver Creek to the southwest and Lance Gulch to the
northeast. These two streams form a confluence approximately 862 feet (0.16 mile) southeast of
the Project site. While the banks and streambed of Weaver Creek have been historically impacted
and altered by dredging activities, the stream still maintains a healthy and substantial riparian
corridor and is a perennial, anadromous salmonid-bearing watercourse. The immediate
surrounding area is industrial in nature, and zoned Specific Unit Development (SUD). To the west
of the parcel beyond the Weaver Creek Riparian area is intact forest, zoned for open space, with

Rural Residential parcels just east of Lance Gulch.

Trinity County purchased about 86 acres of land, including the Project area, to develop the
Business Park in 1986, and shortly thereafter the land was surveyed and determined to be either
wetlands, floodplain, or hillside. A small amount of wetland habitat had been created east across
the road from the parcel when the earlier gravel mining activity left a series of ponds that had
developed over time in some abandoned excavation pits. In 2000, the County Board of Supervisors
authorized a permanent conservation easement over 54.7 acres of the area and facilitated the
construction of wetlands habitat within this easement area. The Trinity Alps Industrial Park’s goals
for the wetland project was to restore 5.5 acres of wetlands with revegetation, and to establish a
functioning wetlands system typical of the annual flood zone of the area. The wetlands are now

known as the Weaver Basin Wetlands.

The vegetation offsite, but in the immediate vicinity of the parcel, is primarily riparian and wetland-

associated assemblages, with dominant species being red alder (Alnus rubra), Fremont cottonwood
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(Populus fremontii), and willow (Salix spp.). Forested areas to the west and south of the Project site
include lower-montane woodland species such as ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) and Oregon

oak (Quercus garryana).

1.3.2 Regional Ecological Setting

Trinity County is a rural community, largely supported by a natural resource-based economy.
Trinity County has a population of 12,535, with Weaverville constituting approximately 3500 of
those residents. The town can be characterized as a rural, natural resource community developed
largely around the major state highways, CA-3 and CA-299. Weaverville was historically a
California gold rush and mining town, set at the base of the Trinity Alps Wilderness near the
Shasta-Trinity National Forest—the largest National Forest in the state, comprising 2.2 million
acres. Logging was, and to an extent continues to be, a significant economic contributor to the
community, as well as eco-tourism. Gravel mining, outdoor recreation, and cannabis cultivation are

additional current land uses.

The ecology of the region can be broadly characterized as mixed conifer and hardwood woodlands
in the lower montane regions, and white fir (Abies concolor) dominated or co-dominated forest in
the mid-upper montane zones."” Broadly, the region experiences environmental pressures of
deforestation from logging, increased wildfire intensity and seasonality associated with climate
change, gravel mining, over-fishing, dewatering of streams and rivers for agriculture, toxicant
bioaccumulation in wildlife populations, wildlife disease, and general disturbance from human

activity.

1.3.3 Project Description

The proposed project is a cannabis distribution, nursery, non-volatile manufacturing, processing,
and testing facility, which will be operating in 40,000 ft* (3.5 acres) of several steel buildings. The
buildings have not yet been constructed, as the Project site is presently undeveloped. The site,
designated Industrial (1) by the General Plan, currently consists of crushed gravel on 0% grades.
The proposed buildings will be on-grid and powered by the Trinity Public Utilities District, as well as
on city water through the Weaverville Community Services District. No wastewater, other than that
generated by sinks and toilets, will be discharged to the Weaverville Sanitary District. The following

are specifics regarding individual license types for the Project:

Distribution: Operations will be conducted inside 2 enclosed steel buildings, each up to 5,000 ft2.
Pursuant to state license conditions, the interior environment will be strictly controlled including
temperature, humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to
venting to the atmosphere. All entrances, exits, cannabis storage facilities, administrative hold
areas, packaging operations and loading docks will be covered by video monitoring and 24-hour

onsite security. The Distribution operation will employ 6-12 persons through the year.

Nursery:
Operations will be conducted inside ten 2,000 ft* greenhouses totaling 20,000 ft* with

impermeable floors. Pursuant to state license conditions, cannabis plants cultivated under a

Nursery license are not permitted to flower. Accordingly, the discernible odor form the Nursery

8



024-220-56-00
DEC 2020

operation will be negligible. The Nursery will employ 2 people for 4 months of the year, and 8

people for 8 months of the year.

Non-Volatile Manufacturing:

Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 5,000 ft2. Pursuant to state
license conditions, the interior environment will be strictly controlled including temperature,
humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the
atmosphere. All entrances, exits, cannabis storage facilities, administrative hold areas, packaging
operations and loading docks will be covered by video monitoring and 24-hour onsite security. The

Manufacturing operation will employ 4-8 persons throughout the year.

Processing:
Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 5,000 ft2. Pursuant to state

license conditions, the interior environment will be strictly controlled including temperature,
humidity, and airflow. Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the
atmosphere. The Processing operation will employ 0-20 persons throughout the year, with the

greatest number expected between June-December.

Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to 2,000 ft%. Pursuant to state

license conditions, the interior environment will be strictly controlled including temperature,
humidity, and airflow. Entrance will be strictly controlled by a key card system and, as required by
state regulation, any cannabis remaining aofter testing will be destroyed. The Testing operation will

employ 2-4 persons annually.

1.3.4 Critical Habitat Designations

Critical Habitat, by definition in the ESA, is a specified area of habitat that is “essential to the
conservation of the species, which may require special management considerations or protection”.
A critical habitat designation may be proposed simultaneously with a proposed species listing, or it
may be designated following a species listing. It is the jurisdiction of FWS to designate Critical
Habitat. These designations do not necessarily inhibit further development on a property, but
rather require an evaluation to determine if development actions will adversely affect the critical
habitat. If the proposed development will adversely impact the habitat, the development plan must

be altered or changed so that the critical habitat can remain unmodified and un-impacted.

While critical habitat designations can be on either private or public lands, they do not impact land
ownership, or the ability for landowners to carry out projects that don’t require federal funding or
permits. The designations do, however, require federal agencies to consult with FWS on any

projects that may impact critical habitat.

This Project site does not have critical habitat designations.

1.2.5 Potential for Special-Status Species Presence
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Special-status species are plant or animal species that are listed by either the state, federal
government, or scientific organizations that are priority species for conservation due to habitat
destruction, range restrictions, diseases, or other pressures causing population decline. Common

designations for these species include Sensitive (S), Species of Conservation Concern (SCC),

Threatened (T), or Endangered (E).

The CNDDB provides positively-identified SSS and their known locations throughout the state. We
reviewed the CNDDB, CNPS Inventory of Rare and Endangered Plants, CDFW’s Special Animal
and Plant Lists, and CDFW’s State and Federally Listed Rare, Threatened, and Endangered Plants
List to determine any known occurrences of SSS within a 9-Quad radius with the potential to occur
onsite, listed below. These species and their potential to occur onsite are documented in Tables 2
and 3, and further detail for those species is provided in Tables 4 & 5 (SS animal and plant species
in Trinity County).

1.3.6 Topography & Geomorphology

The Project is situated in the Western Paleozoic and Triassic Belt of the Klamath

Mountains province. The majority (approximately 80%-85%) of the northwest portion of the
Project area is underlain by sedimentary rocks such as sandstone, conglomerate

and mudstone of the Weaverville Formation, dating from the Oligocene to Miocene

epochs, and approximately two-thirds of the southwestern portion of the “panhandle”
section of the parcel is underlain by Devonian-period metamorphic rocks such as
quartz-mica schist and calc-schist. All these are overlain by Quaternary (Pleistocene

and Holocene) alluvium and terrace deposits consisting of sand, silt, and gravel beds,
including debris from both placer mining gold dredging activity. Soils across the Project

site are Atter-Dumps, Dredge Tailings-Xerofluvents complex, 2%-9% slopes. This complex is
composed of extremely gravelly loamy sand, coarse gravelly sand, and fragmental material and are

well drained to somewhat excessively drained.

1.3.7 Wetlands & Waterways

No wetlands or watercourses exist on the Project site.

It is worth nothing that a Class |, fish-bearing stream (Weaver Creek) exists just west of the parcel,
as do restored wetlands (Weaver Basin Wetlands) directly east of parcel. The Project activities are

neither within the wetland nor riparian setbacks.

1.3.8 Parcel Structures & Roads

The Project area contains to existing structures (residuals from prior businesses on the site) and is in
the process of acquiring county permits to construct new, additional structures. The Project is
expecting to build several large, pre-fabricated steel buildings totaling approximately 20,000 f+?,
and several greenhouses comprising up to 20,000 ft*.

The parcel can be accessed on its eastern boundary by Industrial Park Way, a partially well-

maintained and paved road. Industrial Park Way is bordered by strips of vegetation, comprised of

10
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native and non-native grasses, forbs, and shrubs. The road is a county-maintained road and

provides access to other parcels in the Business Park.
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2.0 RESULTS

2.1 Natural Plant Communities

No natural plant communities exist in the Project site proper; however a few early-colonizing invasive plants
are persisting onsite. Most of these plants are common early-successional species adapted to disturbance,
including mustard (Brassica spp.), knotweeds (Polygonum spp.), Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus),
yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis), common mullein (Verbascum thapsus) and Scotch broom (Cytisus
scoparius). The adjacent riparian area also contains some non-natives such as black locust (Robinia
pseudoacacia) and Tree-of-Heaven (Ailanthus altissima). The Project site itself generally lacks any suitable
habitat for wildlife.

While not onsite, it is worth noting there is some habitat suitable for certain wildlife within the immediate
vicinity of the site. Directly west of the site is a riparian plant community surrounding the Weaver Creek
drainage, comprised mostly of red alder (Alnus rubra), Fremont cottonwood (Populus fremontii), and willow
(Salix spp.). Forested areas further west and south of the Project site include lower-montane woodland
species such as ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa) and Oregon oak (Quercus garryana). The Weaver Basin
Wetlands east of the parcel are primarily dominated by willow thickets (Salix spp.), as well as other emergent

vegetation common in wetlands.

2.2 Wildlife

No special status wildlife was observed onsite whatsoever. Given the industrial nature of the Business Park, its
history of disturbance, and high levels of commercial anthropogenic activity, the lack of observable species
was not surprising. Additionally, the survey took place in late October, when many species have migrated,
gone into hibernacula, or generally exhibit less activity in preparation for winter. Given the high level of
disturbance of the site, it is highly unlikely that seasonality would make a significant difference in the survey

findings with regards to sensitive species.
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3.0 IMPACTS & RECOMMENDATIONS

3.1 Impacts to Special-Status Species

3.1.1 Impacts to Special-Status Plants
No special-status plant species were observed onsite, and therefore no significant impacts should
occur from the proposed project. This site, being a highly disturbed site with Industrial zoning,

entirely lacks native plant communities.

3.1.2 Impacts to Special-Status Animals

No special-status animal species were observed, neither through track, sign, suitable habitat, or
known database locations. No significant impacts are expected to occur to special status animal
species from the proposed project.

The species that are assigned "Moderately Likely" are not species that would use the site as actual
primary habitat, but rather fly-over, dispersal, or migratory habitat between suitable habitats. At the
time of this BRA, there was not clarification on whether dispersal habitat would be treated as
“suitable” habitat for SSS, hence the likelihood classifications. Now, we know that Trinity County is
using nesting habitat parameters as the requirement for what constitutes NSO habitat
determinations, which is not dispersal habitat, this qualifier will be applied to other SSS habitat
determinations for consistency. Pre-construction surveys are not required for any SSS with a
“Moderately likely” designation, and the mitigation measures described herein are sufficient to
mitigate any potential impacts to species using this site as dispersal habitat. Again, this site is a highly

disturbed industrial site, whose only habitat is a few invasive plant species and a gravel yard.

3.2 Impacts to Other Wildlife

Observations and monitoring efforts by the County and Trinity County Resource Conservation District staff
have reported at least 65 bird species, both migratory and resident, utilizing the Weaver Basin Wetlands
conservation area, east of the Project site, establishing this as a baseline. While there will be some increased
commercial and operational traffic resulting from development and operation of the Project as proposed
relative to baseline conditions, it is unlikely to be a substantial enough increase such that it would inhibit the
ongoing levels of use at these wetland areas by resident or migratory wildlife to a significant degree.
Migratory birds have increasingly utilized the Weaver Basin wetlands despite the commercial activity that has
continuously occurred in the Business Park. Additionally, as time has progressed, species that rely more
heavily on vegetative cover are expected to do better as the plant populations have expanded, increased in
size, and diversified over the ensuing 16 years since the initial construction of the wetlands. Therefore,
impacts from the adjacent Project to movement of native resident or migratory fish or wildlife species or with

established native resident or migratory wildlife corridors are not considered to be significant.

Light pollution from greenhouses can cause significant impacts to nocturnal foraging and migrating wildlife;

however, with adherence to applicable General Plan/Town Plan policies and provisions of the Cannabis
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Cultivation Ordinance as regards impacts related to light pollution and glare, impacts would be less than

significant with mitigation incorporated.

Arguably the greatest impact from the Project to neighboring wildlife would be the construction of the
buildings, which would temporarily lead to an increase in noise, anthropogenic activity, and potential light
pollution. Given the temporary nature of this activity and the distance from which it will occur from suitable

habitat, no significant impacts are expected with mitigation incorporated.

Furthermore, the riparian zone of Weaver Creek has a physical barrier between it and the Project site: a 10- to
12-foot-high (possibly as high as 14 feet in places) levee made up of dredge tailings. There are no direct views
of the Project from the creek channel, and no views of the creek from the Project site due to the presence of
the visual barrier of the dredge tailings and/or the thick riparian corridor. This physical boundary separating

the Project area from the riparian area furthers the case for no significant impacts to wildlife.

3.3 Mitigation & Avoidance Measures

While the Project will not generate significant impacts to any existing species onsite, the following are the
recommended mitigation and avoidance measures for resident and migratory wildlife utilizing habitat

around the Project site:

e All buildings and Project activity on the parcel should remain within a 150-foot disturbance
buffer of the Class | stream, Weaver Creek, as per regulatory statutes.

® The County Cannabis Cultivation ordinance (Ordinance No. 315-823 and amendments) as
well as CDFA licensing regulations [3 California Code of Regulations (CCR) § 8304(c) and
(9)] require light generated by the proposed project would be required to be both (1)
downcast, shielded and/or screened to keep light from emanating offsite or into the sky, and
(2) light uses for operations require that lighting in greenhouses is shielded so that little to no
light escapes, and light shall not escape at a level that is visible from neighboring properties
between sunset and sunrise.

® The Nursery should utilize only low-intensity lighting, and the greenhouses should be

covered at dusk so that no light/glare escapes, per county requirements.

®  Security lighting should be directional and motion activated, and generally downcast to
avoid any light and/or glare impacts. This implementation of the standard requirements of
the County’s General Plan and Weaverville Town Plan provides a uniform standard for
reduction and minimization of light trespass.

® All hazardous and non-hazardous waste should be collected and disposed of or recycled
offsite. All trash should be disposed of regularly, so as not to attract wildlife.

® Placement of temporary staging areas and other facilities shall avoid or minimize
disturbance to habitat, and remain outside of the 150-foot riparian buffer.

® Vehicle speed shall be kept to a maximum of 10 mph while onsite to minimize dust
generation.

® Allfuel sources and chemicals shall be stored and handled properly to prevent leakage into
the environment, and refueling and storage shall occur greater than 100 feet away from any

creeks, or natural areas.
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All refueling and pesticide and chemical storage and transfer should occur on top of an
impermeable surface capable of completely containing any spillage.
Containers including buckets should be turned over on their sides to allow animals to escape

when not in use.

Excavation and grading activities should be scheduled for dry weather periods to prevent

additional sedimentation and erosion.

Project-generated sound must not exceed ambient nesting conditions by 20-25 dBA.
Project-generated sound, when added to existing ambient conditions, must not exceed 90
dBA.

Noise from construction activity should be limited between the hours of 7 a.m. and 7 p.m.,
and should not exceed 90 dbA during the nesting season for most migratory birds (April 15-
July 31).

Special care should be given to activity and disturbance during peak migration periods
(Spring and Fall) to reduce disturbance to other migratory bird species utilizing adjacent
habitat.

If shrubs and non-woody riparian vegetation are disturbed, they shall be replaced with
similar native species appropriate to the site.

All vegetation shall be surveyed on foot once a year by staff and new outbreaks of any
invasive weeds identified by the California Invasive Plant Council as noxious or invasive to be

removed by the owner or qualified landscaping professionals.

The spread or introduction of exotic plant species shall be avoided to the maximum extent
possible by avoiding areas with established native vegetation during cleanup/restoration
activities, restoring disturbed areas with appropriate native species, and post-Project
monitoring and control of exotic species.

Removal of invasive exotic species after construction activities is strongly recommended.
Mechanical removal (hand tools, weed whacking, hand pulling) of exotics should be done in

preparation for establishment of native plantings, if appropriate.
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5. TABLES & FIGURES

TABLE 1. WEATHER VARIABLES AT TIME OF SITE SURVEY FOR
311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY.,

Variable Units

Temperature 61°F

Humidity 30%

Wind Speed 0 mph
Precipitation in last 30 days 0.02 inches
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TABLE 2.POTENTIAL FOR ON-SITE OCCURENCES OF SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES

WITHIN A 9-QUAD RADIUS OF 311INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE,CA.

Soecies Federal/State Global/State Habitat Potential to Supporting
i i
P Status Ranking Occur Onsite Evidence
Within, and in vicinity of, Some marginal
North hawk if forest. I forest habitat
orthern goshaw e G5/S3 coniferous fores! Uses old Moderately Likely ores abita
Accipiter gentilis nests, and maintains alternate exists south and
sites. west of the site.
Occurs mostly in the Shasta-
Trinity National forests in the
Hooded northern half of Trinity County. )
. s . No suitable
lancetooth _/ G1G2/51S52 Associated with limestone Unlikely )
; habitat observed.
Ancotrema voyanum substrates, mostly in an
elevation range of 168-960
meters.
Deserts, grasslands,
Pallid bat shrublands, woodlam.:ls and . No suitable
. _J_ G5/53 forests. Most common in open, Unlikely )
Antrozous pallidus ) . habitat observed.
dry habitats with rocky areas for
roosting.
Rolling foothills, mountain .
Go!den cagle _/_ G5/S3 areas, sage-juniper flats, and Unlikely No suitable
Aquila chrysaetos habitat observed.
desert.
Great blue Colonial nester in tall trees, Suitable wetland
heron —/_ Gb5/54 cliffsides, and sequestered spots | Moderately likely | habitat available
Ardea herodius on marshes. east of site.
Pacific tailed Occurs in montane hardwood- .
. . . No suitable
frog —/_ S3/54 conifer, redwood, Douglas-fir & Unlikely )
. . . habitat observed.
Ascaphus fruei ponderosa pine habitats.
Once common and widespread, Minimal foraging
West |
estern bumble bee _/CE G2G3/Sl species has declined Moderately Likely | habitat (flowering

Bombus occidentalis

precipitously from central CA to

plam‘s) exists
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Federal/State Global/State Potential to Supporting
Speci Habitat
pectes Status Ranking aprd Occur Onsite Evidence
southern B.C., perhaps from onsite, and some
disease. directly adjacent
to the site.
T d’
b'gov::::: b:i Throughout California in a wide No suitable
ig- ui
— G3G4/S52 iety of habitats. Most Unlikel
Coryhinorhinus —/ vanety e _G I G,S . °s nikely habitat observed.
rownsendii common in mesic sites.
Suitable habitat
A thoroughly aquatic turtle of uriabie habita
- (restored
Western pond turtle ponds, marshes, rivers, streams wetlands) exists
P —/_ G3G4/S3 and irrigation ditches, usually Moderately Likely i
Emys marmorata . . ] directly across
with aquatic vegetation, below from site (~750
6000 ft elevation.
feet).
Forested habitats in the Sierra Suitable habitat
North American Nevada, Cascade, and Coast exists south and
porcupine —/_ Gb5/53 ranges, with scattered Moderately likely west of the site,
Erethizon dorsatum observations from forested but none directly
areas in the Transverse Ranges. onsite.
Bald | Ocean shore, lake margins, and
a . eagle rivers for both nesting and . No suitable
Haliceetus D/E Gb5/S3 . ) o Unlikely .
leucocephalus wintering. Most nests within 1 habitat observed.
P mile of water.
Trinity shoulderband
Helminthoglypta Restricted to the Klamath No suitable
G2/S2 Unlikel
talmadgei —/— Mountains. nikely habitat observed.
Oregor;1 snowshoe Agove t:.e yello(;/v:ir;e zone in Some suitable
r nadian an nian
are. _/_ G5T3T4Q/S2 anacian and ®fuesonia Moderately likely |  willow habitat
Lepus americanus provinces in Northern . ]
. ] . exists east of site.
klamathensis California.
Pacific marten e G5/S3 Mixed evergreen forests with Unlikely No suitable

Martes caurina

more than 40% crown closure

habitat observed.
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) Federal/State Global/State ) Potential to Supporting
Species Status Ranking Habitat Occur Onsite Evidence
along North Coast and Sierra
Nevada, Klamath and Cascade
mountains.
Found in all brush, woodland Some 'sunable
i foraging and
Long-eared myotis and forest habitats from sea otential roostin
greared myot v G5/53 level to about 9000 ft. Prefers | Moderately likely | P7eM' r0sHnI
Myotis evotis ) habitat exist east
coniferous woodlands and
and south of the
forests. ]
site.
Summer-run Northern California coastal .
) Class | (fish
steelhead streams south to Middle Fork .
. s . bearing) Weaver
trout _/CE G5T4Q/S2 Eel River. Within range of Moderately likely Creek adi ‘'
Oncorhynchus mykiss Klamath Mtns province DPS & ree altjacen °
irideus pop. 36 Northern California DPS. sre-
Chinook
salmon
(Upper Spring-run chinook in the
K!a:naﬂr & PE/CE G5/51S2 Trmn‘y River and the Klamath Unlikely Outsnde' of known
Trinity River River upstream of the mouth of population range.
ESU) the Trinity River.
Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha pop. 30
Intermediate to large-tree
Pacific fisher stages of coniferous forests and . No suitable
Pekania pennanti —/— G5/5253 deciduous-riparian areas with Unlikely habitat observed.
high percent canopy closure.
Uncommon localized species
Trinity spot with a disjunct range divided . No suitable
Punctum hannai —/— GIG2/5152 between the Klamath Unlikely habitat observed.
Mountains and Sierra Nevada.
Foothill yellow- Partly-shaded, shallow streams Some potentially
legged frog _/E G3/S3 and riffles with a rocky substrate | Moderately likely suitable habitat
Rana boylii in a variety of habitats. exists west of site.
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) Federal/State Global/State ) Potential to Supporting
Species Status Ranking Habitat Occur Onsite Evidence
Conifer-dominated forests
Northern spotted owl chalracterlzfed bi/ densedcardcipy .
Strix occidentalis /T G3T3/S2 closure of marure and o Unlikely © suifable

caurina

growth trees, abundant logs,
standing snags, and live trees
with broken tops.

habitat observed.
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TABLE 3. POTENTIAL FOR ON-SITE OCCURENCES OF SPECIAL STATUS PLANT SPECIES

WITHIN A 9-QUAD RADIUS OF 311INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE,CA.

Soecies Federal/State Global/State Habitat Potential to Supporting
i i
P Status Ranking Occur Onsite Evidence
Bog and fen, lower montane s tabl
Rattlesnake coniferous forest, meadow & h Z'r:\etsubl ° ed
fern —/ Gb5/52/2B.2 seep, riparian forest, upper Moderately likely ° |1a : ser;/ef
w n
Botrypus virginianus montane coniferous forest, or este it easto
ite.
wetland stie
Ch l, ci t
Indian Valley a:larrad cllsmc;n ane No suitable
oodland, closed-cone . )
brodiaea _JE G2Q/S2/3.1 M ) Unlikely habitat
] coniferous forest, ultramafic, or
Brodiaea rosea . observed.
valley and foothill grassland
Porcupine Freshwat h h Some suitable
reshwater marsh, mar
sedge _/_ Gb5/52/2B.1 ess a(:ne oro set]anz S Moderately likely | habitat observed
w ,orw .
Carex hystericina P east of site.
Shasta . .
h . Lower montane coniferous forest, No suitable
nacti
cC:e ac f.s —/ G2G3/5253/1B.3 ultramafic, or upper montane Unlikely habitat
aenacti
P efac s coniferous forest observed.
suffrutescens
B dfen, | t
Oregon o_? an fn ofwer m;)n aned No suitable
nifer rest, m w an
fireweed _J_ G2/52/1B.2 conferous forest, meadow d Unlikely habitat
gL seep, ultramafic, upper montane
Epilobium oreganum ) observed.
coniferous forest, or wetland
Niles’ h ) Chaparral, cismontane No suitable
i rmoni
H es. ; ) ° ,/a, _/_ G2G3/5253/1B.1 woodland, lower montane Unlikely habitat
rmonia doris-nilesi
armonia doris-nifesiae coniferous forest, or ultramafic observed.
Suitable habitat
Dudley’s Rush e G5/S1/2B.3 Lower montane coniferous forest Moderately Likely observed west,

Juncus dudleyi

or wetland

south, and east
of site.
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) Federal/State Global/State ) Potential to Supporting
Species Status Ranking Habitat Occur Onsite Evidence
Hleck.m.er s No suitable
. ewisid _/ G4T3/S3/1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest Unlikely habitat
Lewisia cotyledon var.
i observed.
heckneri
'll'hreaj- Cismontane woodland, lower No suitable
eave —/ G4/54/4.2 montane coniferous forest, or Unlikely habitat
beardtongue ]
= . ultramafic observed.
Penstemon filiformis
hlﬁ(lam:lt.h L ; " ‘ ; No suitable
ountain v G3/S3/1B.2 ower montane coniferous fores Unlikely habitat
catchfly or ultramafic
. observed.
Silene salmonacea
Broadleaved upland forest, lower
English Peak montane coniferous forest, marsh No suitable
greenbrier —/ G3G4/5354/4.2 and swamp, north coast Unlikely habitat
Smilax jamesii coniferous forest, upper montane observed.
coniferous forest, or wetland
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TABLE 4. SPECIAL STATUS ANIMAL SPECIES OF TRINITY COUNTY

Species

County
Occurrences

Federal/State Status

BLM/USFS Status

Global/State
Ranking

Habitat

Microhabitat

Northern goshawk
Accipiter gentilis

BLM Sensitive; USFS

Sensitive

Gb/S3

Within, and in vicinity of,
coniferous forest. Uses old
nests, and maintains

alternate sites.

Usually nests on north
slopes, near water. Red
fir, lodgepole pine, Jeffrey
pine, and aspens are
typical nest trees.

Southern long-toed
salamander
Ambystoma
macrodactylum
sigillatum

30

Gb5T4/S3

High elevation meadows
and lakes in the Sierra
Nevada, Cascade, and

Klamath mountains.

Aquatic larvae occur in
ponds and lakes. Outside
of breeding season adults

are terrestrial and
associated with
underground burrows of
mammals and moist
areas under logs and
rocks.

Hooded lancetooth

Ancotrema voyanum

79

G1G2/51S2

Occurs mostly in the
Shasta-Trinity National
forests in the northern half
of Trinity County.
Associated with limestone
substrates, mostly in an
elevation range of 168-

960 meters.

All known occurrences
are near streams or in
draws (intermittent
stream channel). Needs
permanent dampness.
Late successional
conditions provide
suitable habitat
conditions.

Pallid bat

Antrozous pallidus

Gb5/S3

Deserts, grasslands,
shrublands, woodlands
and forests. Most common
in open, dry habitats with
rocky areas for roosting.

Roosts must protect bats
from high temperatures.
Very sensitive to
disturbance of roosting
sites.
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Count Global/Stat
Species ounty Federal/State Status BLM/USFS Status opayState Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Ranking
Cliff-walled
Golden eagle Rolling foothills, mountain ro 'Idevr\::sfn CEZZ)?;:]‘ in
Vi i itat i
i 9 2 _/_ BLM Sensitive G5/53 areas, sage-juniper flats, P 9
Aguila chrysaetos most parts of range; also,
and desert. )
large trees in open areas.
North coast fog belt from Feeds almost exclusively
S . | Oregon border to Sonoma | on Douglas-fir needles.
noma tree v
onomafree vole 3 —/_ _ G3/S3 County. In Douglas-fir, Will occasionally take
Arborimus pomo :
redwood & montane needles of grand fir,
hardwood-conifer forests. hemlock or spruce.
Rookery sites in close
Colonial nester in tall proximity to foraging
Great blue héron : e o G5/S4 trees, cliffsides, and are.as: rr.lclrshes, |a!<e
Ardea herodius sequestered spots on margins, tide-flats, rivers
marshes. and streams, wet
meadows.
Occurs in montane Restricted to perennial
Pacific tailed fr.og a4 e o G4/S354 hardwood—conifet:, montane str'eams.
Ascaphus tfruei redwood, Douglas-fir & Tadpoles require water
ponderosa pine habitats. below 15 degrees C.
Aquatic; found in riffles of
Wawona riffle beetle rapid, small to medium Strong preference for
w 1 1a, u . .
) 8 s - G3/S1S2 P , inhabiting submerged
Atractelmis wawona clear mountain streams; H
2000-5000 ft elev. cauaticmosses.
Food plant genera
Coastal areas from Santa ) .
Obscure bumble bee include Baccharis,
o 3 _/ . G4/S1S2 Barbara county to north to o ]
Bombus caliginosus Washinaton state Cirsium, Lupinus, Lotus,
'n9 ' Grindelia and Phacelia.
Species has precipitously
Reli floral plants,
declined since 1998; found elies upon orc.x plants
. . such as Lupinus,
Franklin’s bumble only in southern Eschscholsia. Aaastach
zia, ,
bee 1 PE/CE _ Gl1/S1 Oregon/northern schscholzia, Agas (,’C, €
.. i . Monardella, and Vicia,
Bombus franklini California between the
) and abandoned rodent
coast and Sierra-Cascade . )
burrows for its habitat.
ranges.
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Species County Federal/State Status BLM/USFS Status Globul/.Staie Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Ranking
Once common and
widespread, species has Relies on flowering
Western bumble bee declined precipitously from | plants, and abandoned
Bombus occidentalis 15 —/CE - G2G3/S1 central CA to southern rodent burrows or birds’
B.C., perhaps from nests for hive sites.
disease.
Known only from the type
Brigg’s leptonetid locality, Indian Valley
spider 1 _/_ _ Gl/S1 Creek Cave, and nearby Troglobitic species.
Calileptoneta briggsi Butter Creek Cave, Trinity
County.
Leech’s .
chaetarthrian water Aquatic; known only from Only known from
1 _/_ _ G1?/S1? Hayfork Creek, Trinity Hayfork Creek, Trinity
scavenger beetle County. County.
Chaetarthria leechi
Requires caves, mines,
tunnels, buildings, or
other human-made
structures for roosting.
May use separate sites for
night, day, hibernation,
Townsend’s big- Throughout California in or maternity roosts.
eart'ed borf 8 e BLM SensiTiYe/USFS G3G4/S2 a wide variety of.habifcjts. Hibernation sites are
Coryhinorhinus Sensitive Most common in mesic cold, but not below
townsendii sites. freezing. Individuals may
move within the
hibernaculum to find
suitable temperatures.
Roosting sites limiting.
Extremely sensitive to
human disturbance.
. Coastal belt of Santa Cruz Breeds in small colonies
Black swift ) . )
Cypseloides niger 1 _/ _ G4/S2 and Monterey coun'{nes; 'on cliffs behind or .
central & southern Sierra adjacent to waterfalls in
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Count Global/Stat
Species ounty Federal/State Status BLM/USFS Status opayState Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Ranking
Nevada; San Bernardino deep canyons and sea-
& San Jacinto mountains. bluffs above the surf;
forages widely.
A thoroughly aquatic Needs basking sites and
turtle of ponds, marshes, suitable (sandy banks or
Western pond turtle 28 e BLM SensiTi\'/e/USFS G3G4/S3 . rive.rs, stlrecms and grassy open fields)
Emys marmorata Sensitive irrigation ditches, usually | upland habitat up to 0.5
with aquatic vegetation, km from water for egg-
below 6000 ft elevation. laying.
Forested habitats in the
[ N
North American Sler(;oc ew:da, Casc".‘j}f’ Wide variety of
n ranges, wi ) .
porcupine 10 _/_ _ G5/53 ° oast ranges, coniferous and mixed
) scattered observations )
Erethizon dorsatum . woodland habitat.
from forested areas in the
Transverse Ranges.
Primarily creeks, rivers &
Western ridged less often lakes. Originally Low shear stress, stable
mussel 1 _/ _ G3/S1S2 in most of state, now substrate, and presence
Gonidea angulata extirpated from Central & of host fish.
Southern California.
Found in the north coast Needs water source. Uses
. ) caves, logs, burrows for
Wolveri mountains and the Sierra dd
verin ver and den area.
overtne 6 PT/T _ G4/S1 Nevada. Found in a wide pover and den ared
Gulo gulo , , ) Hunts in more open
variety of high elevation
) areas. Can travel long
habitats. ;
distances.
Nests in | Id-
Ocean shore, lake estsin orge.:, old )
Bald eagle margins, and rivers for growth, or dominant live
BLM Sensitive/USFS ’ t ith b hes,
Haliaeetus 15 D/E ensrve G5/S3 both nesting and ree with open branches
Sensitive o especially ponderosa
leucocephalus wintering. Most nests

within I mile of water.

pine. Roosts communally
in winter.
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Species

County
Occurrences

Federal/State Status

BLM/USFS Status

Global/State
Ranking

Habitat

Microhabitat

Trinity shoulderband
Helminthoglypta talmadgei

G2/52

Restricted to the Klamath
Mountains.

Limestone rockslides,
litter in coniferous forests,
old mine tailings, and
along shaded streams in
the Klamath Mountains.

Highcap lanx
Lanx alta

G2G3/S5152

Occurs in portions of the
mainstem Klamath River
and possibly large
tributaries to Upper
Klamath Lake, Trinity
River & Smith River.

There appears to be
some evidence that this
species is now extirpated
from California, and may
be limited to
approximately 10 sites in
Oregon.

Silver-haired bat
Lasionycteris

noctivagans

Gb/S354

Primarily a coastal and
montane forest dweller,
feeding over streams,
ponds & open brushy

areas.

Roosts in hollow trees,
beneath exfoliating bark,
abandoned woodpecker

holes, and rarely under

rocks. Needs drinking

water.

Hoary bat

Lasiurus cinereus

Gb5/54

Prefers open habitats or
habitat mosaics, with
access to trees for cover
and open areas or habitat
edges for feeding.

Roosts in dense foliage of
medium to large trees.
Feeds primarily on moths.
Requires water.

Oregon snowshoe
hare
Lepus americanus

klamathensis

G5T3T4Q/S2

Above the yellow pine

zone in Canadian and

Hudsonian provinces in
Northern California.

Alder and willow thickets
in riparian zone, also
thickets of young
conifers.

Western pearlshell
Margaritifera falcata

G4Gb/S1S52

Freshwater.

Prefers lower velocity
waters.

Pacific marten
Martes caurina

USFS Sensitive

Gb5/S3

Mixed evergreen forests
with more than 40%
crown closure along North
Coast and Sierra Nevada,

Needs variety of different-
aged stands, particularly
old-growth conifers and
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Species

County
Occurrences

Federal/State Status

BLM/USFS Status

Global/State
Ranking

Habitat

Microhabitat

Klamath and Cascade
mountains.

snags which provide
cavities for dens/nests.

Humboldt marten
Martes caurina
humboldtensis

PT/E

USFS Sensitive

GbBTV/SI

Occurs only in the coastal
redwood zone from the
Oregon border south to

Sonoma County.

Associated with late-
successional coniferous
forests, prefer forests with
low, overhead cover.

Natural Bridge
megomphix
Megomphix

californicus

G2Gl1/S51S2

Forested areas.

In moist leaf litter &
under rotting logs on
streambanks. Associated
with perennial seeps and

springs.

Trinity bristle snail
Monadenia infumata

setosa

32

_JT

G2T2/52

Known only from along a
few streams in the Trinity
River drainage.

Juveniles are found under
bark of standing dead
broadleaf trees, and the
species may require this
habitat.

Long-eared myotis
Myotis evotis

BLM Sensitive

Gb5/S3

Found in all brush,
woodland and forest
habitats from sea level to
about 9000 ft. Prefers
coniferous woodlands and
forests.

Nursery colonies in
buildings, crevices,
spaces under bark, and
snags. Caves used
primarily as night roosts.

Fringed myotis
Myotis thysanodes

BLM Sensitive/USFS

Sensitive

G4/S3

In a wide variety of
habitats, optimal habitats
are pinyon-juniper, valley

foothill hardwood, and
hardwood-conifer.

Uses caves, mines,
buildings or crevices for
maternity colonies and

roosts.

Long-legged myotis
Mpyotis volans

Gb/S3

Most common in
woodland and forest
habitats above 4000 ft.
Trees are important day
roosts; caves and mines
are night roosts.

Nursery colonies usually
under bark or in hollow
trees, but occasionally in
crevices or buildings.
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Species

County
Occurrences

Federal/State Status

Habitat

Microhabitat

Yuma myotis
Myotis yumanensis

Optimal habitats are open
forests and woodlands
with sources of water over
which to feed.

Distribution is closely tied
to bodies of water.
Maternity colonies in
caves, mines, buildings or

crevices.

Siskiyou ground
beetle
Nebria gebleri
siskiyouensis

California and Oregon.

Restricted to the Klamath
Mountain system in
northwestern California
and southwestern
Oregon.

Trinity Alps ground
beetle
Nebria sahlbergii triad

California.

Restricted to the Klamath
Mountain system of
northwestern California.

Summer-run
steelhead trout
Oncorhynchus mykiss
irideus pop. 36

_/CE

Northern California
coastal streams south to
Middle Fork Eel River.
Within range of Klamath
Mtns province DPS &
Northern California DPS.

Cool, swift, shallow water
& clean loose gravel for
spawning, & suitably
large pools in which to
spend the summer.

Chinook salmon
(Upper Klamath &
Trinity River ESU)

Oncorhynchus
tshawytscha pop. 30

PE/CE

Spring-run chinook in the
Trinity River and the
Klamath River upstream of
the mouth of the Trinity
River.

Major limiting factor for
juvenile chinook salmon is
temperature, which
strongly effects growth

and survival.

Osprey
Pandion haliaetus

Ocean shore, bays,
freshwater lakes, and
larger streams.

Large nests built in tree-
tops within 15 miles of a
good fish-producing body
of water.

Pacific fisher

Pekania pennanti

128

BLM/USFS Status Global/State
Ranking
BLM Sensitive Gbh/54
_ G4G5T4/S1S2
_ GIT1/SI1
_ G5T4Q/S2
USFS Sensitive Gb5/S1S2
_ Gb5/54
BLM SensiTi\./e/USFS G5/S253
Sensitive

Intermediate to large-tree
stages of coniferous
forests and deciduous-
riparian areas with high
percent canopy closure.

Uses cavities, snags, logs
and rocky areas for cover
and denning. Needs large
areas of mature, dense
forest.
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Count Global/Stat
Species ounty Federal/State Status BLM/USFS Status opayState Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Ranking
Cool, moist, stabl
Old-growth associated .oo TnOIS stable
’ ) . microclimate, a deep
Del Norte species with optimum litter | losed multi
salamander 6 _/ _ G4/53 conditions in the mixed ner tcyfar;]c osedmultl
storied canopy,
Plethodon elongatus conifer/hardwood ancient . Py
dominated by large, old
forest ecosystem.
trees.
Uncommon localized In moist leaf litter in
Trinity spot species with a disjunct forests, and in more
Punctum hannai 1 _/_ _ GI1G2/S1S2 range divided between the | areas, along streams or
Klamath Mountains and near seeps, springs, bogs
Sierra Nevada. and swamps.
Needs at least
. Partly-shaded, shallow ee S,G eastsome
Foothill yellow- . . . cobble-sized substrate for
BLM Sensitive/USFS streams and riffles with a .
legged frog 173 _/E " G3/S3 . . egg-laying. Needs at
> Sensitive rocky substrate in a variety )
Rana boylii . least 15 weeks to attain
of habitats. .
metamorphosis.
Montane aquatic habitats | Standing water required
such as mountain lakes, for reproduction.
Cascades frog . . .
123 _/CE USFS Sensitive G3G4/S3 small streams, and ponds | Hibernatesin mud on the
Rana cascadae .
in meadows; open bottom of lakes and
coniferous forests. ponds during the winter.
Coastal redwood, Cold, well-shaded,
Southern torrent Douglas-fir, mixed conifer, | permanent streams and
sa|aman.c|er 13 v USFS Sensitive G3G4/5253 montane riparian, and seepages, or within
Rhyacotriton montane hardwood- splash zone or on moss-
variegatus conifer habitats. Old covered rocks within
growth forest. trickling water.
Nests in cavities or on
Conifer-dominated | htl v ||
atforms in large,
Northern TPOHed forests characterized by P rure t 9
mature trees, or
oo . 0 T/T _ G3T3/S2 dense canopy closure of N
Strix occidentalis abandoned nests of
. mature and old-growth . .
caurina other species. Habitual
trees, abundant logs, ) .
species that typically
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the type locality, Benson

Gulch, Trinity County.

wet by the stream water.

DEC 2020
t lobal/Stat
Species County Federal/State Status BLM/USFS Status Globa /_S ate Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Ranking
standing snags, and live remain in the same
trees with broken tops. | locations unless forced
out by unsuitable
conditions or lack of
food.
Trinity County ) . Known only from the type
R tricted to Trinit
amphipod 1 _J/_ G1/S1 ange restricted to Trinity locality, Hall City Cave, in
' County. .
Stygobromus trinus Trinity County.
Most abundant in drier N.eeds sufﬁcnem‘ food,
American badger open stages of most shrub friable soils and open,
I, 9 2 _/ _ G5/S3 P 9 ue uncultivated ground.
Taxidea taxus forest, and herbaceous )
. e . Preys on burrowing
habitats, with friable soils. .
rodents. Digs burrows.
Usually found in rocky
. talus, but has also been
Tehama chapparal Endemic to Butte, found under leaf litter or
i ) PP 1 /. USFS Sensitive G2/S1 Tehama, and Siskiyou undu L I,
Trilobopsis tehamana ) woody debris within 100
counties. .
meters of limestone
outcrops.
Found in conifer or
Only found in Trinity hardwood forests in
Big Bar hesperian . County, within the permanently damp areas
Vespericola pressleyi > —/— USFS Sensitive GI/Sl boundaries of Shasta- within 200 meters of
Trinity National Forest. stable streams, seeps,
and springs.
Most adults were found
) under large pieces of
Benson Gulch h Kr::lown any fll'fomfmlxe?d ; alder bark kept partially
rdw nifer for
Hesperian 1 _/_ _ Gl1/SI arawood coniter forest @
Vespericola scotti

Dominant trees nearby
were Douglas-fir,

Ponderosa pine, and
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DEC 2020
Species County Federal/State Status BLM/USFS Status Global/.Staie Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Ranking
incense cedar, with an
understory of big-leaf
maple, red alder, and
Pacific dogwood.
Historically found from the Use dense vegetation
Sierra Nevada red S.CascNadesjov;n to;h'e and rocky areas for cover
fox 3 PE/T USFS Sensitive G5TIT2/SI erra mevece ounemd
Vulpes vulpes necator

variety of habitats from
wet meadows to forested

areas.

and den sites. Prefer
forests interspersed with

meadows or alpine fell-

fields.
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TABLE 5. SPECIAL STATUS PLANT SPECIES OF TRINITY COUNTY
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DEC 2020

) County Federal/State BLM/USFS | Global/State/CNPS ) . .
Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
Subalpine fir Meadow and seep, subalpine o .
Abies /as.iocarpa 1 —/_ _ Gb5T5/53/2B.3 coniferous foujest, or upper Knowzz;?;f:i): ;T:é?;;r:?my "
var. lasiocarpa montane coniferous forest
Scabrid alpine Open stony ridges, metamorphic
tarplant USFS . scree slopes of mountain peaks, and
Anis:carpus 6 —/— Sensitive G3/53/18.3 Upper montane coniferous forest cliffs in Zr near red fir for:st. 1550-
scabridus 2350 m.
Sawyer’s pussy- . . Serpentine, rocky or gravelly. Usuall
’ ioesp ’ 2 _/_ _ G2/52/1B.2 Subalpine conlfero'us forest or norr)th-facing s|oypes gvith |c|)tle springy
Antennaria sawyeri ultramafic snowpack. 2075-2430 m.
Trinity Mountains
rockeress 4 _/ G3T3/S3/1B.3 Upper montane coniferous forest Open, rocky places. 1265-2075 m
Arabis rigidissima - _ ' ’ ' '
var. rigidissima
Klamath Chaparral, lower montane
manzanita coniferous forest, subalpine Rocky outcrops and slopes. On
Arctostaphylos 33 —/— - G2G3/5253/18.2 coniferous forest, ultramafic, or gabbro or serpentine. 1380-2250 m.
klamathensis upper montane coniferous forest
Konocti
manzanita Chaparral, cismontane woodland
Arctostaphylos 4 —/_ _ G5T3/S3/1B.3 ’ , ’ Volcanic soils. 225-1830 m.
! or lower montane coniferous forest
manzanita ssp.
elegans
Woolly
balsamroot BLM . Open woods, grassy slopes. Volcanic
Balsamorhiza ! —/— Sensitive G3/53/18.2 Cismontane woodland " subs'fra'?es. 5;5-]§30 m.
lanata
Silky balsamroot Lower montane coniferous forest Collections from Douglas-fir forest
Balsamorhiza 4 _/_ _ G4Q/S3/1B.3 ’ and Jeffrey pine forest. Can be on

sericea

or ultramafic

serpentine. 850-2135 m.
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) County Federal/State BLM/USFS | Global/State/CNPS ) . .
Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
Serpentine .
rockcress Lower montane coniferous forest, Serpentine ridges and talus. 1125
) ineri us. -
Boechera 4 _/_ _ Gl1/S1/1B.2 ulframoflcl, or upper montane 2090 m.
. coniferous forest
serpenticola
Scalloped Bog and fen, lower montane
moonwort USFS coniferous forest, marsh & swamp, Moist meadows, freshwater marsh,
Botrychium ! —/— Sensitive G4/53/28.2 meadow and seep, upper montane and near creeks. 1185-3110 m.
crenulatum coniferous forest, or wetland
Mingan Bog and fen, lower montane
moonw'orf 2 e US!:.S G4G5/S3/2B.2 coniferous forest, meodo.w and Creekbanks in mixed conifer forest.
Botrychium Sensitive seep, upper montane coniferous 1190-3295 m.
minganense forest, or wetland
Western goblin Lower montane coniferous forest
g USFS ’ Creekbanks in old-growth forest.
Botrychium 1 _/_ Sensitive G3/52/2B.1 meadow and seep, chd growth, or 1430-2430 m.
montanum upper montane coniferous forest
Bog and fen, lower montane
Raﬁlesnkac'.e fern 4 e o G5/S2/2B.2 cor'ufer.ous forest, meadow & seep, 710-1405 m.
Botrypus virginianus riparian forest, upper montane
coniferous forest, or wetland
Watershield Aquatic known from water bodies
a .ers e . 1 _/ _ G5/S3/2B.3 Marsh, swamp, and wetland both natural and artificial in
Brasenia schreberi . .
California. 1-2180 m.
Indian Valley s BL_':{l ) Cthar:_ll' C|smon'ffane w?odk:ltnd, Serpentine gravelly creek bottoms,
brodiaea 1 _/E ensimve; G2Q/S2/3.1 close c.one coniterous tores ’ and in meadows and swales. 340-
) USFS ultramafic, or valley and foothill
Brodiaea rosea . 1195 m.
Sensitive grassland
BLM .
Buxb ) Sensiti Lower montane coniferous forest, Well- rotted | di v soil
uxbaumia moss ensitive; ) i ell- rotted logs, and in peaty soi
Buxbaumia viridis 1 —/_ USFS G3G4/S2/2B.2 subalpine conn‘ero'us forest, or and humus. 300-2225 m.
o upper montane coniferous forest
Sensitive
Chaparral, meadow & seep, )
Sma"-flowe.red 8 _J_ US!:,S G2/52/1B.2 ultramafic, or valley and foothill Rocky talus or scree; s.parse|y
calycadenia Sensitive grassland vegetated areas. occasionally on
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Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
Calycadenia roadsides; sometimes on serpentine.
micrantha 435-1405 m.
W|Igm * har;ebell 7 J USFS G2/S2/1B.2 Mea(fl{ow cm(;l see|:t>, subalpine Often on streambanks in meadows.
ampanula _ Sensitive . coniferous forest, or upper 1265-2590 m.
wilkinsiana montane coniferous forest
Flagella-like All California populations are on
atractylocar.pus 5 e o G5/S12/2B.2 Cismontane woodland roadsnde.s. Tl'.le ID of the Ct?ln‘orma
Campylopodiella populations is under question, but
stenocarpa whatever this is, it is rare. 285-430 m.
o Sed Meadow and seep, subalpine
regon Sedge 1 —/_ _ G4/52/2B.3 coniferous forest, upper montane Often on pumice. 1460-2105 m.
Carex halliana .
coniferous forest, or wetland
Porcupine sedge Freshwater marsh, marsh, swamp, Wet places, such as stream edges.
Carex hystericina ! —/— _ G5/52/28.1 or wetland 225-2400 m.
Bristle-stalked Bog and fen, freshwater marsh, Mostly k ‘ b dwet
sedge 1 —/_ _ Gb/S1/2B.2 marsh, swamp, meadow and seep, ostly known Irom >ogs andwe
meadows. 3-1395 m.
Carex leptalea or wetland
Northern
meadow sedge 1 —/_ _ Gb5/52/2B.2 Meadow and seep, or wetland Moist to wet meadows. 15-3200 m.
Carex praticola
Shasta L : " ‘ :
) ower montane coniferous forest, , ,
chaenuctlls 17 e BLM G2G3/52S3/1B.3 ultramafic, or upper montane Sandy or serpentine soils. 730-2255
Chaenactis Sensitive ; m.
coniferous forest
suffrutescens
Northern clarkia s BL,':{l ] Ch L ; dland
Clarkia borealis ssp. 12 /. enstiive; G4T4/54/4.3 aparral, cismon cm.e woodiand, Often seen in roadcuts. 345-1540 m.
. USFS or lower montane coniferous forest
borealis N
Sensitive
] s dodd Broadleaved upland forest, lower Primary host species are Ceanothus
epson's codder 7 _J_ _ G3/53/1B.2 montane coniferous forest, or diversifolius and Ceanothus prostratus.

Cuscuta jepsonii

upper montane coniferous forest

1200-2745 m.
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BLM/USFS

Global/State/CNPS

Species Occurrences Status Status Ranking Habitat Microhabitat
Golden alpine Alpine, alpine boulder and rock o " leanic out
draba 1 _J/_ _ G4/S2/1B.3 field, subalpine coniferous forest, or n serpentine or voicanic oulcrops.
: 2315-3050 m.
Draba aureola ultramafic
BLM . . .
o Subalpine coniferous forest, On talus or small boulder-fields;
Mt. Eddy draba Sensitive; ) ]
6 _J_ G2/52/1B.3 ultramafic, or upper montane known from both serpentine and
Draba carnosula USFS ’ )
. coniferous forest granite. 1645-2560 m.
Sensitive
Snow Mountain USES Ch | : Crevices of volcanic and
willowherb 1 _/ Sensit G2G3/S253/1B.2 aparralfor upp{er mz:n ane metavolcanic rock outcrops and
Epilobium nivium enstve contieroustores associated talus. 1400-2200 m.
Oregon fireweed USFS B:i? ?nd f{enr, |c;w:nr mjn:n:d In and near springs and bogs; at least
Epilobium 33 _/_ . G2/S2/1B.2 contterousto .es »meadowa sometimes on serpentine. 575-2075
Sensitive seep, ultramafic, upper montane
oreganum ) m.
coniferous forest, or wetland
- . Alpine boulder and rock field,
Siskiyou fireweed balpi if forest Onssl i I ti il
Epilobium 3 e o G3/S3/IB.3 subalpine coniferous forest, n slopes in gravelly, serpentine soils.
. ultramafic, or upper montane 1675-2440 m.
siskiyouense ;
coniferous forest
Tracy’s eriastrum USFS Chaparral, cismontane woodland, Gravelly shale or clay; often in open
Eriastrum tracyi > —/— Sensitive G3Q/53/3.2 or valley and foothill grassland areas. 315-2400 m.
Waldo daisy Lower montane coniferous forest, | d kv out
Erigeron bloomeri 1 _/_ _ G5T4/53/2B.3 ultramafic, or upper montane nopenareas ?n ry rocky outerops
; on serpentine. 730-1740 m.
var. nudatus coniferous forest
fle'\:l::nReI;Zts USFS Lower montane coniferous forest Open slopes, disturbed areas (road
] il 1 _/ . G2?/527?/1B.2 W ! “ ’ cuts); tan-colored, rocky soils. 1280-
Erigeron Sensitive or meadow and seep
. . 1505 m.
maniopotamicus
Trinity USES f:llzlnse’b(lllpI:eeiz:l'?::oa:(i;:;ﬁ Rocky soils and scree slopes in open
Buckwheat 9 _/_ .. G2/S2/1B.2 €1, SUBAp! frerod ’ and windswept areas on serpentine
Sensitive ultramafic, or upper montane

Eriogonum alpinum

coniferous forest

substrate. 1990-2625 m.

38




024-220-56-00
DEC 2020

) County Federal/State BLM/USFS | Global/State/CNPS ) . .
Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
Jaynes Canyon Ult f ;
buckwheat 2 _/_ _ G3/53/2B.3 ramatic or upper montane Often on serpentine. 1735-2440 m.
) L coniferous forest
Eriogonum diclinum
Blushing wild
. buckwhea't n e US!:.S G3G4T3/53/1B.3 Chaparrall or lower montane Rocky sites including scree and talus.
Eriogonum ursinum Sensitive coniferous forest 790-2120 m.
var. erubescens
Pink-margined Cismontane woodland, lower
G2/S2/1B.3 . .
monkeyflower 5 J montane coniferous forest, Often on serpentine and along
Erythranthe - — meadow and seep, ultramafic, or roadsides. 1370-1950 m.
trinitiensis upper montane coniferous forest
Scott Mountains
fawn lily L ; " forest
Erythronium 58 _/_ _ G4T3T4/5354/4.3 owermon ar;te com:rous orestor Serpentine; rocky sites. 545-1435 m.
citrinum var. wiiramanc
roderickii
Giant fawn lily Ci ; dland d Oveni S " fines
Erythronium : e o G4G5/S2/2B.2 ismontane woodland, meadow penings. Sometimes on serpentine;
and seep, or ultramafic rocky sites. 300-1435 m.
oregonum
Coast fawn lily Bog and fen, broadleaved upland
Erythronium 3 _J/_ _ G4G5/S3/2B.2 forest, north coast coniferous Mesic sites; streambanks. 60-1405 m.
revolutum forest, or wetland
Subalp.me as?ier 1 _/_ _ Gb5/SH/2B.3 Upper montane coniferous forest 1300-2000 m.
Eurybia merita
Modoc green-
gentian ] v - G5T3T4/5253/2B.3 Great basin scrub or upper Openings. 900-1750 m.
Frasera albicaulis montane coniferous forest
var. modocensis
Umpqua green- Chaparral, lower montane
gentian coniferous forest, meadow and Mountain meadows; openings in
Frasera 6 —/— - G3/51/2B.2 seep, or north coast coniferous forest. 1550-1830 m.
umpquaensis forest
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Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
Scott Mountain '
Bedst BLM L ; " ‘ ; Generally on north-facing slopes on
. eds ruw. 21 _/ . G4GbT2/52/1B.2 ower montane con ferous orestor serpentine in mixed conifer forest.
Galium serpenticum Sensitive ultramafic 950-2225
ssp. scotticum m
Klamath Gentian Lower montane coniferous forest, Mead i red fir and vell .
Gentiana 1 —/_ _ G2G3/S2/1B.3 meadow and seep, upper montane cadowsnred firane ye ow pine
. . forests; mesic sites. 1215-1950 m.
plurisetosa coniferous forest, or wetland
Pacific gilia Chaparral, coastal bluff scrub,
Gilia capitata ssp. 1 —/_ _ GbT3/52/1B.2 coastal prairie, or valley and 5-1345 m.
pacifica foothill grassland
Niles’ harmonia USFS Chaparral, cismontane woodland,
Harmonia doris- 20 _/ Sensiti G2G3/5253/1B.1 lower montane coniferous forest, or Serpentine barrens. 650-1660 m.
nilesiae ensmve ultramafic
Stebbins’ S BL‘T Ch N t Serpentine soils; often al d
) ensitive; aparral, lower montane erpentine soils; often along roads.
harl'noma Lo 12 —/— USFS G2/52/18.2 coniferous forest, or ultramafic 120-1585 m.
Harmonia stebbinsii N
Sensitive
Buttercup-leaf
suksdorfia 2 v _ G5/52/2B.2 Meadow and seep, upper montane Mesic sites; rocky. 1825-2075 m.
Hemieva coniferous forest, or wetland
ranunculifolia
Jepson’s horkelia Quaternary pyroclastic flows,
Horkelia daucifolia 1 —/_ _ G4T1/S1/1B.1 Cismontane woodland volcanic or clay soils. Vernally mesic,
var. indicta openings. 240-670 m.
Yolla Bolly
Mountains’ Mead d
bird’s-foot trefoil 6 _J_ _ G2/52/1B.2 eacowand seep or upper 1580-2135 m.
. montane coniferous forest
Hosackia
yollabolliensis
Scott Mountain Lower montane coniferous forest, ) .
howellanthus meadow and seep, subalpine Dry meadows or openings in
34 _/ _ G3/53/4.3 ] P, p coniferous forest community on
Howellanthus coniferous forest, ultramafic, or . 1 1025-2105
dalesianus upper montane coniferous forest serpentine sofl m
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Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
In clear ponds with other aquatics
Waier'howell'lc'i : T/ o G3/S2/2B.2 Aquatic, freshwater marsh, marsh and surrounded by Ponderose pine
Howellia aquatilis and swamp, or wetland forest and sometimes riparian
associates. 1080-1375 m.
Little hulsea Alpine boulder and rock field or Rocky or gravelly sites; on volcanic
Hulsea nana 2 —/— G4/53/28.3 subalpine coniferous forest substrates. 1705-3170 m.
Bul:;lslogbbe : _/ G4/S3/4.2 Chaparral or pifion and juniper Often in burned areas. Volcanic
) v - - ) woodlands substrates. 1000-2500 m.
lliamna bakeri
California globe G2G3/52/1B.2
Chaparral, lower montane L
mallow USFS ) Seepage areas in silty clay loam. 60-
) 10 _/ . coniferous forest, north coast
lliamna Sensitive ) R 1655 m.
) coniferous forest, or riparian scrub
latibracteata
) e . Lower montane coniferous forest, ) ) )
Plckerlng s n'/es.l'a 4 e US!:.S G2/S2/1B.2 meadow and seep, ultramafic, or Mesic clay; usually serpentine seeps.
Ivesia pickeringii Sensitive 850-1525 m.
wetland
Dudley’s rush 6 e o G5/S1/2B.3 Lower montane coniferous forest or Wet areas in forest. 455-1910 m.
Juncus dudleyi wetland
Regel's rush 2 A _ G4/S1/2B.3 Meadow and seep, upper montane Mesic sites. 1520-2045 m.
Juncus regelii coniferous forest, or wetland
Small Open woods, shrubby places,
groundcone 2 —/_ _ G4?/5152/2B.3 North coast coniferous forest generally on Gaultheria shallon. 120-
Kopsiopsis hookeri 1435 m.
Heckner’s lewisia BLM
Lewisia cotyledon 31 _/_ Sensiti G4T3/53/1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest Rocky places. 225-2100 m.
var. heckneri ensiive
Stebbins’ lewisia USES Lower mon.'rcme coniferous forest, Relatlvely bclrr.en exposed.rldges and
. ) 1 _/ . G2/52/1B.2 ultramafic, or upper montane slopes in nutrient poor soils (mosﬂy
Lewisia stebbinsii Sensitive

coniferous forest

serpentine). 1675-2065 m.
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Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
VZOOI::Y Chaparral, cismontane woodland, Vv I ; ditch q
'meu owtoam 1 _/ _ G4T4/S3/4.2 valley and foothill grassland, vernal ernafly wetareas, diiches, an
Limnanthes floccosa ponds. 60-1335 m.
pool, or wetland
ssp. floccosa
Peck’s lomatium Chaparral, cismontane woodland, Rocky s|0|c'>es, fllats, ﬁnsom.ehi\;]as K
Lomatium 1 _J_ _ G4/51/2B.2 lower montane coniferous forest, grassy openings, in yeflow pine-b/de
) - o oak woodland, on volcanic soils. 685-
peckianum pifion and juniper woodlands
1180 m.
Antll'\oni)': Peak : J USFS G2/S2/1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest, Open areas with surrounding forest;
Luoi uP fe ) - Sensitive ’ or upper montane coniferous forest rocky sites. 1215-2255 m.
upinus antoninus
Serpentine barrens. 1685-1740 m.
The Lassics lupine ] E USFS G1/S1/1B.1 Lower montane coniferous forest or
Lupinus constancei Sensitive ultramafic
South Fork
Mountain lupine 9 _J_ _ G2/52/1B.2 Lower montane coniferous forest 1340-1800 m.
Lupinus elmeri
Moss growing on very acidic,
| , metamorphic rock or substrate;
ong:l € copper USFS usually in higher portions in fens.
Mieli hc;:sf . 2 _/ Sensit Gb5/S354/4.3 Cismontane woodland Often on substrates naturally
Iellc oferla enstive enriched with heavy metals (e.g.
elongata copper) such as mine tailings. 5-1085
m.
Leafy-stemmed Broadleaved upland forest, lower
mlltrewort : e o G5/S4/4.2 montane coniferous forest, Mesic sites. 5-1700 m.
Mitellastra meadow and seep, or north coast
caulescens coniferous forest
H " " Meadow and seep, north coast Vv I ¢ sites: oft
owell’'s monha 4 /. _ G3G4/52/2B.2 coniferous forest, vernal pool, or ernatly wetsites; otten on

Montia howellii

wetland

compacted soil. 10-1215 m.
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Wolf's evening Coastal bluff scrub, coastal d Sandy substrates; usually mesic sit
primrose 2 e o G2/SI/IB.I oastal bluff scrub, coastal dunes, andy substrates; usually mesic sites.
.. or coastal prairie 0-125m.
Oenothera wolfii
Cascade grass-of-
Parnassus 18 s USFS G5T4/53/2B.2 Bog and fen, meadow and seep, or Rocky serpentine soil. 775-2000 m.
Parnassia cirrata Sensitive wetland
var. intermedia
. Dry stony sites, grassy openings, &
Thread-leaved Cismontane woodland, lower meadows. often along trails &
beardtongue 50 _/_ _ G4/54/4.2 montane coniferous forest, or oS g trai
Penstemon filiformis ultramafic logging roads; sometimes on
serpentine. 180-2135 m.
Tracy’s
USFS ) Dry rocky ridges, ledges, and cliffs,
beardtongue . 8 _/_ Sensitive G2/52/1B.3 Upper montane coniferous forest often in crevices. 1995-2195 m.
Penstemon tracyi
Closed-cone coniferous forest,
BLM . L .
Scott Valley Sensitive: lower montane coniferous forest, Bare serpentine ridges and openings
phacelia 1 _/_ Ve G2/52/1B.2 subalpine coniferous forest, in yellow pine and red fir forest
. . USFS ! o
Phacelia greenei . ultramafic, or upper montane communities. 850-2380 m.
Sensitive .
coniferous forest
Siskiyou phacelia 5 Meadow and seep, ultramafic, or Sandy, moist soil, sometimes on
Phacelia leonis 13 —/— _ G3/522/1B.3 upper montane coniferous forest serpentine. 1085-2195 m.
Engelmann
. Slopes and hillsides, often on alluvial
_ spruce 1 —/_ _ Gb5/52/2B.2 Upper montane coniferous forest terrace. 1065-2135 m.
Picea engelmannii
White-flowered Broa:“eaved %:(plcmd :ores:, lowfl: Sometimes on serpentine. Forest duff,
rein orchid 7 _/_ . G3/S3/1B.2 montane conll erous torest, nor mossy banks, rock outcrops, and
o ) coast coniferous forest, or
Piperia candida : muskeg. 20-1615 m.
ultramafic
Mt. Eddy sky pilot . . . Sy
Polemonium 2 A o G1/SI/IB.2 Alpine boulder and.rock field or Serpentinite or peridotite, rocky.
ultramafic 2620-2685 m.
eddyense
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) County Federal/State BLM/USFS | Global/State/CNPS ) . .
Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
White-stemmed
pondweed 1 _J_ _ Gb5/52/2B.3 Marsh and swamp or wetland Deep water, lakes. 1650-2065 m.
Potamogeton
praelongus
Crested votentill Alpine boulder and rock field, Seasonally wet swales and seeps;
;)esf € fllll°° enf e 2 —/_ _ G2/S2/1B.3 subalpine coniferous forest, or gravelly or rocky sites; often on
orentfia cristae ultramafic serpentine. 1825-2560 m.
Pacific fuzzwort ) Epiphytic on fallen and decaying logs
Ptilidium 9 —/_ S BL,I\:,l G4Gb/5354/4.3 Lower mon'rcttne conlfi(rous fo{resf,f and stumps. Rarely on boulders over
californicum ensitive or upper montane coniferous fores humus. 340-1860 m.
Showy USFS Bog and fen, meadow and seep, Streambanks, wet meadows, and
raillardella 14 _/_ Sensiti G2G3/5253/1B.2 ultramafic, upper montane bogs in areas of serpentinized rock.
Raillardella pringlei ensmve coniferous forest, or wetland 1295-2135 m.
White beak-rush Bog and fen, marsh and swamp, Freshwater marshes and sphagnum
Rhynchospora alba 2 —/— - G5/52/28.2 meadow and seep, or wetland bogs. 60-1875 m.
Brownish beak- Lower montane coniferous forest,
rush 1 J _ G5/S1/2B.2 marsh and swamp, meadow and Mesic sites. 45-1710 m.
Rhynchospora seep, upper montane coniferous
capitellata forest, or wetland
The Lassics . . .
Lower montane coniferous forest, Endemic to serpentine. Only known
sandwort USFS . )
j 2 —/_ . G1/51/1B.2 ultramafic, or upper montane from upper, north-facing slopes
Sabulina Sensitive ; .
coniferous forest under Jeffrey pines. 1580-1680 m.
decumbens
) Dry gravelly slopes or flats, usually in
T , el USFS Cismontane woodland, lower t1h - of oak dland
ruc'y s samc 'e 46 _/ . G4/54/4.2 montane coniferous forest, or or.a € margin ot oakwoo ) an
Sanicula tracyi Sensitive ; € forest with scattered trees. In openings.
upper montane coniferous fores 100-1585 m.
Woater bulrush .
Schoenoplectus 4 A o G4G5/S3/2B.3 Bog and fen, marsh and swamp, or Montane lake margins, in shallow
L wetland water. 880-2425 m.
subterminalis
Cascade Rocky alpine s| d cool cliff
stonecrop 1 —/_ _ G5?/52/2B.3 Alpine boulder and rock field ocky alpine sTopes and cool s
. 1525-2335 m.
Sedum divergens
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) County Federal/State BLM/USFS | Global/State/CNPS ) . .
Species ) Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
Broadleaved upland forest,
Pale yellow )
tonecro chaparral, cismontane woodland, Serpentine or basalt outcrops. 455-
N P 33 _J/_ _ G5T3Q/S3/4.3 lower montane coniferous forest, P ps:
Sedum laxum ssp. . 2000 m.
. ultramafic, or upper montane
flavidum i
coniferous forest
Canyon Creek BLM Broadleaved upland forest,
stonecrop Sensitive; chaparral, lower montane Rock faces, in crevices of exposed
Sedum obtusatum L —/— USFS GAGST3/53/18.3 coniferous forest, or subalpine granite. 850-1890 m.
ssp. paradisum Sensitive coniferous forest
Coast .
heckerbl Lower montane coniferous forest, N d ) llv soil. 5-
checlkerbloom 1 _J/_ _ G5T1/S1/1B.2 meadow and seep, north coast earmeacows, in gravelly soft
Sidalcea oregana . 1805 m.
o coniferous forest, or wetland
ssp. eximia
Klamath
Mountain 69 A US!:.S G3/S3/1B.2 Lower montane conlfferous forest or Openings, usually serpentine. 775-
catchfly Sensitive ultramafic 1345 m.
Silene salmonacea
Broadleaved upland forest, lower
English Peak montane coniferous forest, marsh Along streams and lake margins,
greenbrier 68 _J/_ _ G3G4/5354/4.2 and swamp, north coast coniferous sometimes mesic depressions. 505-
Smilax jamesii forest, upper montane coniferous 1975 m.
forest, or wetland
Trinity River
jewelflower 2 _J/_ US!:,S Gl/S1/1B.2 Cismontane woodland 20-420 m.
Streptanthus Sensitive
oblanceolatus
Robus.i false USES Broadleaved T.Jplond forest, north Ridgetops; sometimes on serpentine.
lupine 1 _/ . G2/52/1B.2 coast coniferous forest, or
) Sensitive . 365-1405 m.
Thermopsis robusta ultramafic
Lyall’s tonestus 3 _/_ _ G5/51/2B.3 Alpine boulder and rock field Alpine talus, barrens. 2435-2685 m.

Tonestus lyallii
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Species County Federal/State BLM/USFS Global/Sia.fe/CNPS Habitat Microhabitat
Occurrences Status Status Ranking
. ) Open grassy meadows usually within
BTeake.d fI’GnyII’:O 1 _/_ S US!:T,S G2/S2/1B.2 Chapo;‘lrol, azn;on::.rl\le wooﬁlozd, oak woodland and grassland

racyina rostrata ensitive or valley and foothill grasslan habitats. 150-795 m.
Little-leaved
huckleberry . ) Rocky, subalpine woods. Sometimes

Vaccinium 1 _J_ _ Gb5/S3/2B.2 Subalpine coniferous forest serpentine. 1035-2200 m.

scoparium

46




024-220-56-00
DEC 2020

TABLE 6. SPECIES OBSERVED DURING RECONNAISSANCE SURVEY OF 311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY,
WEAVERVILLE,CA (OCT 23 2020)

Species Observed

Black locust (Robinia pseudoacacia)

Common mullein (Verbascum thapsus)

Fremont cottonwood (Popu/us fremontii)

Himalayan blackberry (Rubus armeniacus),

Knotweeds (Polygonum spp.),

Mustard (Brassica spp.)

Oregon oak (Quercus garryana).

Ponderosa pine (Pinus ponderosa)

Red alder (Alnus rubra)

Tree of Heaven (Ailanthus altissima)

Willow (Salix spp.)

Yellow starthistle (Centaurea solstitialis)
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FIGURE 1. MAP OF 311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE,CA.

N
| sooft____________ |
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FIGURE 2. PROJECT SITE MAP OF 311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY,

WEAVERVILLE, CA.
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FIGURE 3. MAP OF REGIONAL CNDDB OCCURRENCES WITHIN A 9-QU
AD RADIUS OF 311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE, CA.
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FIGURE 4. SITE PHOTO OF 311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY,

WEAVERVILLE, CA.

51



024-220-56-00
DEC 2020

FIGURE 5. RIPARIAN HABITAT ADJACENT TO

311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE, CA.
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FIGURE 6. LEVEE SEPARATING ADJACENT RIPARIAN HABITAT AT

311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE, CA.
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FIGURE 7. WETLAND HABITAT EAST OF

311 INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE, CA.
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FIGURE 8. PARCEL ACCESS ROAD,

INDUSTRIAL PARK WAY, WEAVERVILLE, CA.
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6. APPENDICES

6.1 Appendix A: Species Rankings

CNPS Rare Plant Ranking

1A. Plants presumed extirpated in California and either rare or extinct elsewhere

1B. Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California and elsewhere

2A. Plants presumed extirpated in California but common elsewhere

2B. Plants rare, threatened, or endangered in California but more common elsewhere
3. Plants about which more information is needed

4. Watch List: Plants of limited distribution

NatureServe Network Conservation Ranking System

GX = Presumed Extinct

GH = Possibly Extinct (Historical Occurrences)
Gl = Ciritically Imperiled

G2 = Imperiled

G3 = Vulnerable

G4 = Apparently Secure

G5 = Secure

GNR = Global Rank Not Assessed
SX = Presumed Extirpated

SH = Possibly Extirpated

S1 = Critically Imperiled

S2 = Imperiled

S3 = Vulnerable

S4 = Apparently Secure

S5 = Secure

SNR = State Rank Not Yet Assessed
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https://www.cnps.org/rare-plants/cnps-rare-plant-ranks
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NatureServe Rank Quialifiers:

T = Taxa which are subspecies receive a taxon rank (T-rank) in addition to the G-rank. Whereas the G-rank
reflects the condition of the entire species, the T-rank reflects the global status of just the subspecies. For
example, the Point Reyes mountain beaver, Aplodontia rufa ssp. phaea, is ranked G5T2. The G-rank refers to

the whole species, i.e., Aplodontia rufa; the T-rank refers only to the global condition of ssp. phaea.

C = Captive or Cultivated Only. Taxon at present is presumed or possibly extinct or eliminated in the wild
across their entire native range but is extant in cultivation, in captivity, as a naturalized population (or
populations) outside their native range, or as a reintroduced population not yet established. The “C”

modifier is only used at a global level and not at a state level. Possible ranks are GXC or GHC.

Q = Questionable taxonomy. May reduce conservation priority. Distinctiveness of this entity as a taxon at the
current level is questionable; resolution of this uncertainty may result in change from a species to a subspecies
or hybrid, or inclusion of this taxon in another taxon, with the resulting taxon having a lower-priority
(numerically higher) conservation status rank. The “Q” modifier is only used at the global level, not at the

state level.
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Rare

Scientific N\ame Common Name Occ Accuracy Occ Rank .Sc.ens- Site Date Owner Federal State CDFW State Plant
Number itive Mngmnt Status Status Status Rank Rank
USFS-
SHASTA-
TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 305 1 mile Unknown |N 19841001 |NF None None |S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 346 1 mile Unknown |N T9XXXXXX |NF None None |S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 2 80 meters Fair N 19961008 [NF None None |[S3S4 (4.2
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 403 80 meters Excellent |N 19941207 |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
Haliaeetus TRINITY Endan
leucocephalus bald eagle 146 1/5 mile Unknown [N 1997XXXX |NF Delisted |gered [S3 FP
NPS-
Haliaeetus WHISKEYT Endan
leucocephalus bald eagle 123 1/5 mile Excellent [N 1997XXXX |OWN NRA |[Delisted |gered [S3 FP
PVT; USFS-
SHASTA-
Haliaeetus TRINITY Endan
leucocephalus bald eagle 70 1/10 mile Good N 1997XXXX |NF Delisted |gered [S3 FP
USFS- Candid
Oncorhynchus SHASTA- ate
mykiss irideus summer-run TRINITY Endan
pop. 36 steelhead trout |9 specific area [Unknown |N 1993XXXX [NF; PVT [None |gered [S2 SSC
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 394 1/5 mile Excellent [N 19970121 (BLM None None |[S2S3 SSC
UNKNOW
Juncus dudleyi  |Dudley's rush 1 1 mile Unknown |N 18790920 |N None None |S1 2B.3
non-specific
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 375 area Excellent |N 20020206 (BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak non-specific TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 30 area Unknown |N 20010823 [NF None None |S3S4 |4.2
PVT-
Aquila SIERRA FP;
chrysaetos golden eagle 83 80 meters Fair N 200307XX |PACIFIC [None |None |S3 WL
USFS-
SHASTA-
TRINITY
Martes caurina  |Pacific marten |132 1 mile Unknown [N XXXXXXXX [NF None None |S3
USFS-
SHASTA-
TRINITY
Martes caurina  |Pacific marten |133 1 mile Unknown [N XXXXXXXX [NF None None |S3




Lepus

americanus Oregon UNKNOW
klamathensis snowshoe hare |6 1 mile Unknown 19221112 |N None None |S2 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
Helminthoglypta |Trinity TRINITY
talmadgei shoulderband 11 2/5 mile Unknown 19780312 |NF None None |S2
Helminthoglypta |Trinity BLM;
talmadgei shoulderband 12 2/5 mile Unknown 19780313 |OTHERS [None |None [S2
non-specific
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 514 area Excellent 19941201 |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
non-specific
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 516 area Excellent 19941201 |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
Antrozous UNKNOW
pallidus pallid bat 303 1 mile Unknown 19390817 |N None None |S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
western pond non-specific TRINITY
Emys marmorata |turtle 411 area Unknown 20060720 |NF None None |[S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
western pond TRINITY
Emys marmorata |[turtle 721 80 meters Unknown 20060726 |NF None None |[S3 SSC
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 531 80 meters Unknown 20080904 |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
UNKNOW
Ardea herodias [great blue heron|129 1/5 mile Unknown 198XXXXX [N None None |S4
USFS-
SHASTA-
Pacific tailed TRINITY
Ascaphus truei  (frog 180 3/5 mile Unknown 19670505 |NF None None |S354 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
foothill yellow- non-specific TRINITY Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 576 area Unknown 19650201 |NF None |gered [S3 SSC
foothill yellow- UNKNOW Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 580 3/5 mile Unknown 19670505 |N None |gered [S3 e
USFS-
SHASTA-
foothill yellow- TRINITY Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 587 80 meters Good 20071003 |NF None |gered (S3 e
UNKNOW
Juncus dudleyi  |Dudley's rush 2 2/5 mile Unknown 19780621 |N None None |S1 2B.3
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 58 80 meters Good 20060608 [NF None None |S3S4 |4.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 672 80 meters Unknown 20060322 [NF None None |S2S3 SSC
PVT-
SIERRA
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 673 80 meters Unknown 20060324 [PACIFIC [None None |S2S3 SSC
PVT-
SIERRA
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 674 80 meters Unknown 20060326 [PACIFIC [None None |S2S3 SSC




PVT,; USFS

SHASTA-
TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 675 specific area [Unknown 20051219 [NF None None |S2S3 SSC
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 676 80 meters Unknown 20060325 |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 677 80 meters Unknown 20060327 |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 678 80 meters Unknown 20051214 |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
chinook salmon - Candid
Oncorhynchus upper Klamath PVT; BLM; ate
tshawytscha pop.|and Trinity non-specific USFS-S/T |Candid- [Endan
30 Rivers ESU 5 area Unknown 199311XX |NF ate gered [S1S2 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
non-specific TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 345 area Unknown 1984XXXX |NF None None |S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
non-specific TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 347 area Unknown 19XXXXXX [NF; PVT [None None |[S2S3 SSC
non-specific
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 329 area Unknown 19681205 |BLM; PVT |None None |S2S3 SSC
PVT; USFS-
SHASTA-
TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 323 2/5 mile Unknown 19690310 |NF None None |S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
non-specific TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 302 area Unknown 19850619 |NF None None |S2S3 SSC
UNK;
USFS-
SHASTA-
non-specific TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 710 area Unknown 198XXXXX |NF None None |S2S3 SSC
non-specific USFS;
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 301 area Unknown 1984XXXX [BLM; PVT [None None |[S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
non-specific TRINITY
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 714 area Unknown 198XXXXX [NF; PVT [None None |[S2S3 SSC
non-specific
Pekania pennanti|Fisher 715 area Unknown 197XXXXX |BLM None None |S2S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 1 specific area |Fair 19961010 |NF None None |S354 4.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 14 specific area |[Fair 20031020 [NF None None |S354 4.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 99 specific area [Good 20031006 [NF None None |S354 |4.2




USFS-

SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 100 specific area |Fair 20031002 [NF None None |S354 |4.2
PVT-
English Peak SIERRA
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 101 specific area |Poor 20060609 [PACIFIC |None None |[S3S4 (4.2
English Peak
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 102 specific area |[Fair 20030821 |PVT None None |S3S54 |4.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 103 specific area [Poor 20031012 [NF None None |S354 |4.2
PVT-
English Peak SIERRA
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 104 specific area |Fair 20090527 [PACIFIC |None None |[S3S4 (4.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 105 80 meters Fair 20030908 |NF None None [S3S4 (4.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
English Peak TRINITY
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 106 specific area |Fair 20030911 [NF None None |[S3S4 (4.2
Klamath PVT-
Silene Mountain SIERRA
salmonacea catchfly 7 specific area [Good 20090605 [PACIFIC [None None |S3 1B.2
Klamath PVT-
Silene Mountain SIERRA
salmonacea catchfly 8 specific area |Good 20110610 [PACIFIC [None None |S3 1B.2
Klamath PVT-
Silene Mountain SIERRA
salmonacea catchfly 9 specific area [Good 20110609 [PACIFIC [None None |S3 1B.2
Eriogonum PVT-
ursinum var. blushing wild SIERRA
erubescens buckwheat 2 specific area |Excellent 20160803 [PACIFIC [None None |S3 1B.3
Corynorhinus Townsend's big- non-specific
townsendii eared bat 495 area Unknown 19980711 (BLM None None |S2 e
USFS-
SHASTA-
Corynorhinus Townsend's big- TRINITY
townsendii eared bat 497 1/5 mile Unknown 19970729 |NF None None |S2 SSC
Corynorhinus Townsend's big-
townsendii eared bat 598 1/5 mile Unknown 19971020 (BLM None None |S2 SSC
PVT-
Chaenactis Shasta non-specific SIERRA
suffrutescens chaenactis 29 area Unknown 20020627 |PACIFIC [None None |S2S3 |1B.3
USFS-
Sedum SHASTA-
obtusatum ssp. [Canyon Creek TRINITY
paradisum stonecrop 19 2/5 mile Unknown 20110618 [NF None None |S3 1B.3
USFS-
SHASTA-
Tracy's TRINITY
Penstemon tracyi|beardtongue 5 80 meters Good 19910708 |NF None |None (S2 1B.3
USFS-
Klamath SHASTA-
Silene Mountain non-specific TRINITY
salmonacea catchfly 3 area Unknown 20130522 [NF None None |S3 1B.2




USFS-

SHASTA-
Penstemon thread-leaved TRINITY
filiformis beardtongue 98 specific area |Fair 20130522 |NF None |None (S4 4.2
Candid
ate
Bombus western bumble UNKNOW Endan
occidentalis bee 67 1 mile Unknown 193106XX |N None |gered (S1
USFS- Candid
SHASTY- ate
Bombus western bumble TRINITY Endan
occidentalis bee 68 4/5 mile Unknown 19800822 |NF None |gered (S1
Candid
ate
Bombus western bumble UNKNOW Endan
occidentalis bee 79 1 mile Unknown 19670627 |N None |gered [S1
PVT-
SIERRA
English Peak PACIFIC;
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 162 specific area [Good 20150514 |USFS None None |S354 4.2
PVT-
English Peak SIERRA
Smilax jamesii greenbrier 161 specific area |Poor 20150514 [PACIFIC |None None |[S3S4 (4.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
non-specific TRINITY
Juncus regelii Regel's rush 3 area Unknown 19770629 |NF None None |S1 2B.3
long-eared UNKNOW
Myotis evotis myotis 132 1 mile Unknown 19390817 |N None None |S3
BLM;
USFS-
SHASTA-
foothill yellow- non-specific TRINITY Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1139 area Unknown 20160912 |NF None |gered (S3 e
foothill yellow- UNKNOW Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1141 2/5 mile Unknown 19630909 |N None |gered [S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
foothill yellow- non-specific TRINITY Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1144 area Unknown 20140721 [NF None |gered [S3 SSC
foothill yellow- Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1152 80 meters Fair 20150921 |PVT None |gered [S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
foothill yellow- non-specific TRINITY Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1153 area Unknown 20160831 |NF None |gered (S3 e
foothill yellow- Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1154 80 meters Unknown 20010725 |PVT None |gered [S3 SSC
foothill yellow- UNKNOW Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1155 2/5 mile Unknown 19940928 |N None |gered (S3 SSC
USFS-
SHASTA-
foothill yellow- TRINITY Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1175 specific area |Fair 20170813 |NF None |gered (S3 e
foothill yellow- UNKNOW Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 1195 4/5 mile Unknown 19591030 |N None |gered [S3 SSC
Erethizon North American non-specific UNKNOW
dorsatum porcupine 461 area Unknown 196110XX |N None None |[S3




USFS-

SHASTA-
TRINITY
Carex hystericina |porcupine sedge |1 1/5 mile Unknown 19140614 |NF None None |S2 2B.1
USFS-
SHASTA-
Pacific tailed TRINITY
Ascaphus truei  [frog 182 1 mile Unknown 19630909 [NF; PVT [None |None (S3S4 e
foothill yellow- Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 2154 80 meters Good 20180423 |PVT None |gered [S3 SSC
foothill yellow- Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 2155 80 meters Fair 20180424 |BLM None |gered (S3 SSC
PVT-
Epilobium SIERRA
oreganum Oregon fireweed |66 specific area |Good 20160812 [PACIFIC |None None |S2 1B.2
USFS-
Klamath SHASTA-
Silene Mountain non-specific TRINITY
salmonacea catchfly 2 area Unknown 20130522 [NF None None |S3 1B.2
USFS-
Klamath SHASTA-
Silene Mountain TRINITY
salmonacea catchfly 4 specific area |Good 20120530 [NF None None |S3 1B.2
USFS-
Klamath SHASTA-
Silene Mountain TRINITY
salmonacea catchfly 5 specific area |Good 20110610 [NF None None |S3 1B.2
Klamath PVT-
Silene Mountain SIERRA
salmonacea catchfly 68 specific area [Good 20150603 [PACIFIC [None None |S3 1B.2
foothill yellow- Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 2457 80 meters Good 20180720 |PVT None |gered [S3 SSC
foothill yellow- UNKNOW Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 2498 80 meters Fair 20190509 |N None |gered (S3 e
foothill yellow- UNKNOW Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 2499 80 meters Good 20190509 |N None |gered [S3 SSC
foothill yellow- UNKNOW Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 2500 specific area |Good 20190509 |N None |gered (S3 e
PVT-
Botrypus SIERRA
virginianus rattlesnake fern 39 80 meters Unknown 20180622 [PACIFIC [None None |S2 2B.2
USFS-
SHASTA-
Ancotrema hooded TRINITY
voyanum lancetooth 160 3/5 mile Unknown 19591228 |NF None None |[S1S2
USFS-
SHASTA-
Tracy's TRINITY
Penstemon tracyi|beardtongue 4 specific area |Good 20171208 [NF None None |S2 1B.3
USFS-
SHASTA-
Tracy's TRINITY
Penstemon tracyi|beardtongue 6 specific area |Unknown 20180703 |NF None None |S2 1B.3
USFS-
SHASTA-
Ancotrema hooded non-specific TRINITY
voyanum lancetooth 161 area Unknown XXXXXXXX [NF None None |S1S2




foothill yellow- non-specific PVT; BLM; Endan
Rana boylii legged frog 69 area Good 20180511 |USFS None |gered [S3 SSC
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 1 specific area [Good 19940619 None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 3 specific area |Good 19880627 None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's non-specific
heckneri lewisia 4 area Unknown 19520513 None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 8 3/5 mile Unknown 188305XX None None |[S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 9 1 mile Unknown 188007XX None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 15 1 mile Unknown XXXXXXXX None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 24 80 meters Excellent 20050517 None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's non-specific
heckneri lewisia 25 area Unknown 19750518 None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 27 80 meters Unknown 19951101 None None |S3 1B.2
Lewisia
cotyledon var. Heckner's
heckneri lewisia 28 80 meters Good 19951101 None None |S3 1B.2
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CNDDB Species Occurrences Within A Two-Mile Radius
of APN 024-220-56-00 Trinity County

Scientific Name

Common Name

Occ Number  Accuracy Occ Rank Sensitive Site Date Owner Management Federal Status  State Status  CDFW Status State Rank Rare Plant Rank
Juncus dudleyi Dudley's rush 1|1 mile Unknown [N 18790920 | UNKNOWN None None S1 2B.3
Lepus americanus klamathensis Oregon snowshoe hare 6[1 mile Unknown [N 19221112 |UNKNOWN None SSC None S2
Pekania pennanti pop. 1 fisher - West Coast DPS 347 |non-specificarea |Unknown |N 19XXXXXX | USFS-SHASTA-TRINITY NF; PVT Endangered SSC Threatened |S2S3
Erethizon dorsatum North American porcupine 461 |non-specificarea_|Unknown [N 196110XX [UNKNOWN None None S3
Rana boylii foothill yellow-legged frog 215580 meters. Fair N 20180424 BLM None SSC Endangered [S3
Lewisia cotyledon var. heckneri Heckner's lewisia 25 [non-specificarea |Unknown |Y 19750518 None None S3 1B.2
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Recorded at the request of — B
TRINITY COUNTY PLANNING DEPARTMENT TR = o S JUL 141994
p. O. Dr'awer 2490 Fog ... .len ___ . lo = ;/)’W\
Weaverville, CA 96093 Micro T. Tax DERO E. FORSLUND

NOTICE OF ENVIRONMENTAL CONSTRAINT TRINITY COUNTY RECORDER

Pursuant to Resolution No. 157-89 approving that PARCEL MAP for COUNTY OF TRINITY, Recorded in Book 18,
Maps & Surveys, Pages 190 - 191, Trinicy County Records.

The following conditions are imposed on the parcels described thereon and shall be binding upon the owners of said
fands and their successors and assigns.

1. A

"Notice of Environmental Constraint” shall be recorded which includes the language listed below.

The Notice shall be submitted to the Director of Transportation and Planning for review and approval
prior to recordation,

a.

A fence of substantial construction may be required for development of any lot, which abuts
a wetland, wetland buffer strip, or area within the 100 year flood plain exhibiting wetland

characteristics.

Water withdrawals from surface, or subsurface drainage which could affect the wetlands is
prohibited. Wells shall not be drilled without prior written approval of the Director of

Transportation and Planning.

A preliminary soils report has been prepared for this subdivision. Additional engineering may
be required prior to issuance of building permits. Requirements will be dependent upon the
type of conswuction, use, location and findings of the preliminary soils report. The
preliminary report is available for review at the Trinity County Transportation and Planning

Department.

Zoning requirements affecting the subdivision (Trinity Alps Business Park Specific Unit
Development) contain development standards which shall be met by all property owners and

lessees.

No encroachment onto State Hwy. 299 shall be allowed within 350 feet of Industrial Way
(the main road).

s. V. ¥iowman, dﬂairman of the Board
of Supervisor of Trinity County

STATE OF CALIFORNIA }

COUNTY OF TRINITY )

On July 13, 1994, before we, the undersigned Notary Public, PATRICIA
A. HYMAS, personally appeared STAN PLOWHMAN personally known tao me to
be the person whoge name is subscribed to the within instrument; and
acknowledged to me that he executed the same in hig capacity, and
that by his signature on the instrument the person, or the entity
upon behalf of which the person acted, executed the instrument.

WITNESS my hand and official sesal.

A -~
Patricia A.AH;rﬁasg M/! a/‘ e (() ‘LLY)?‘\L?M F

Comm. #1023291 (;)' y
ZLINOTANY PUBLIC - GALIFORHIA
T iy couty Q) PATRICTIA A. HYHAS_
Camm. Exprres Aprl 22, 1993 =4 NY Commission EKpll‘_ : @4/22/98
o o
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AB 52 Project Notification letter
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The proposed project involves locating licensed commercial cannabis
activities entirely inside enclosed buildings to be constructed on a currently
undeveloped industrial site on the Lower Bench of the Trinity Alps Business Park in
Weaverville.

The commercial cannabis license types to be permitted include:

Nursery: Operations will be conducted inside propagation chambers in
buildings up to 2,000 sq. ft. and in up to 20,000 sq. ft. of enclosed greenhouses, with
impermeable floors. Pursuant to state license conditions, cannabis plants cultivated
under a Nursery license are not permitted to flower. Accordingly the discernible
odor from the Nursery operation will be negligible. The Nursery will employ 2
people for 4 months of the year and 8 people for 8 months of the year (2-8 persons).

Processor: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to
5,000 sq. ft. Pursuant to state license conditions the interior environment will be
strictly controlled including temperature, humidity and airflow. Any exhaust will be
subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the atmosphere. The Processor
operation will employ 0 - 20 persons, with the largest numbers expected between
June-December (0-20 persons).

Non-Volatile Manufacturing: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed
steel building up to 5,000 sq.ft. Pursuant to state license conditions the interior
environment will be strictly controlled including temperature, humidity and airflow.
Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the
atmosphere. All entrances, exits, loading docks, cannabis storage facilities and
related operations will be covered by video monitoring and 24-hour onsite security.
The Manufacturing operation will employ 4-8 persons throughout the year (4-8
persons).

Distribution: Operations will be conducted inside 1 - 2 enclosed steel
buildings, each up to 5,000 sq.ft. Pursuant to state license conditions the interior
environment will be strictly controlled including temperature, humidity and airflow.
Any exhaust will be subjected to carbon filtration prior to venting to the
atmosphere. All entrances, exits, cannabis storage facilities, administrative hold
areas, packaging operations and loading decks will be covered by video monitoring
and 24-hour onsite security. The Distribution operation will employ 6-12 persons
throughout the year (6-12 persons).

Testing: Operations will be conducted inside an enclosed steel building up to
2,000 sq. ft. Pursuant to state licensing conditions the interior environment will be
strictly controlled for temperature, humidity and airflow. Entrance will be strictly
controlled by a key card system and, as required by state regulation, any cannabis
remaining after testing must be destroyed. The Testing operation will employ 2-4
persons throughout the year (2-4 persons).

Additional descriptions of the commercial cannabis activities can be found in
the CalCannabis Cultivation Licensing Program Environmental Impact Report



prepared by CDFA and the Bureau of Cannabis Control’s Commercial Cannabis
Business Licensing Program Regulations Initial Study/Negative Declaration which
are incorporated by reference.

CEQA Considerations

The parcel hosting the project site for the proposed uses is located on the
Lower Bench in the Trinity Alps Business Park on the site of a former concrete
aggregate operation. The previous parcel was subdivided and the 1.8 acre parcel
that was split off was approved for a Conditional Use Permit for Commercial
Cannabis Nursery on May 24, 2017. A Mitigated Negative Declaration (State
Clearinghouse No. 2018042058) was adopted on the same date and is hereby
incorporated by reference.

Aesthetics

Due to the location of the proposed activities on the Lower Bench of the
Trinity Alps Business Park, there will be no visibility from Hwy. 299.

Other than Nursery cultivation inside greenhouses that are clear during
daylight hours, all the proposed activities will take place inside permitted structures
away from public view. While the Nursery will only involve low-intensity lighting,
the greenhouses will be covered at dusk so that no glare escapes. Security lighting
will be directional and generally downcast to avoid any glare impacts on
surrounding residential areas.

Agricultural Resources

The parcel hosting the proposed project site is zoned Industrial, within the
Trinity Alps Business Park. The entire surface area of the proposed project site is
compacted crushed gravel with no topsoil. There will be no impact to any
agricultural lands or resources based on the proposed uses.

Air Quality

The parcel that will host the proposed uses already features an industrial
power hook-up to the Trinity Public Utilities District. Based on state regulatory
requirements to maintain positive control of environmental conditions for stored
commercial cannabis and cannabis products and electricity dependent security
systems, a back-up generator may be required for times when TPUD service is
interrupted. Pursuant to state regulations, any generator used for commercial
cannabis operations must meet or exceed current CARB standards.

Other than Nursery, all proposed uses will take place inside steel buildings
that are required to maintain positive control of the internal environment. Air
exhaust from all buildings, including greenhouses used for Nursery, will be vented
through carbon filters.



Biological Resources

The entirety of the project site is compacted gravel left over from the
previous aggregate concrete operation that was itself located on top of an industrial
mining operation. There are no plants growing on the project site and no suitable
habitat for any State or Federal threatened, endangered, candidate, rare or special
status wildlife,

The parcel hosting the project site borders Weaver Creek, an anadromous
stream, and wetlands owned by Trinity County. The proposed project site
maintains a 100’ setback from the riparian edge of Weaver Creek. Pursuant to CDFA
licensing regulations, Applicants for a Nursery license must provide either an LSAA
or written verification that an LSAA is not required.

Cultural Resources

The entire parcel hosting the project site was subjected to industrial mining
prior to the establishment of the aggregate concrete plant. Additionally, the area
now comprising the Trinity Alps Business Park was surveyed for cultural resources
prior to the rezone establishingitasa Special Use District. No cultural resources are
expected to be encountered during the construction of any of the buildings housing
the proposed uses.

Geology and Soils

There are no known faults in the project area and the proposed projectsite is
flat, compacted gravel. The only land disturbing activities will be laying the
foundations of permitted buildings and greenhouses with impermeable floors.
There is no topsoil in the proposed project site.

The parcel hosting the proposed project site is served by the Weaverville
Sewer District and all sinks and toilets in the proposed buildings will connect to the
sewer system for disposal of any waster water generated by employees. The
greenhouses proposed for the Nursery will have impermeable floors with drains
that conduct liquid runoff, if any, into a cistern that will be pumped and trucked
offsite.

Greenhouse Gas Emissions

The proposed operations will all utilize electricity provided by TPUD. In the
event of a blackout, a backup generator may be utilized that will be required to meet
current CARB standards. Any generator will only be used until grid power is
restored and is unlikely to impact greenhouse gas emissions.

Hazards and Hazardous Materials

In accordance with State Water Board requirements any back-up generator
will be located within a structure that affords secondary containment in excess of
the volume of the generator fuel tank. Additionally a fuel spill containment kit will



be located on site and all employees will be trained in its use. An onsite auxiliary
fuel tank will not be required for any back-up generator, nor for any vehicles.

The proposed Manufacturing operation will use only non-volatile solvents
and, pursuant to state regulations, will utilize a closed-loop system so that any non-
volatile solvents are captured and reused. Pursuant to state regulations, any non-
volatile solvents and any other chemicals used in any commercial cannabis
operation will be stored inside a secured building with secondary containment.

The parcel hosting the proposed uses is not within 1 mile of any airport or
airstrip. The proposed project does not require the closure of any public road and
none of the proposed uses would interfere with any evacuation routes or emergency
response services.

Hydrology and Water Quality

The parcel hosting the proposed uses is served by the Weaverville
Community Services District and will not require the use of any ground water or
other water resources.

Any wastewater runoff from the Nursery operation will be conducted
through floor drains to a cistern that will be pumped and trucked offsite. All
proposed uses will take place within enclosed buildings over impermeable floors.
No wastewater, other than that generated by sinks and toilets, will be discharged to
the Weaverville Sanitary District or the surrounding environment.

The Trinity Alps Business Park Development Standards require a Grading
and Drainage Plan prior to the issuance of any building or use permits. Since all
proposed activities will take place within permitted buildings, the Grading and
Drainage Plan attendant to those building permits should cover all aspects. There is
limited likelihood of significant erosion based on the flat topography, lack of topsoil
and compacted gravel in the project site.

Land Use and Planning

Commercial cannabis licensing did not exist when the Trinity Alps Business
Park was created. However, “Wholesale Sales and Distribution, conducted within a
building” is a permitted use for the Lower Level where the project is proposed.
Since the proposed project uses greater than 20,000 sq. ft. of aggregate floor space a
Conditional Use Permit would be required regardless. County ordinances allow the
proposed uses in Industrial zones and Special Use Districts, specifying industrial
uses.

Minerals and Energy Resources

The land underlying the proposed project site was already subjected to
industrial mining for gold. There are not commercially viable amounts of gold
remaining.



All energy used will be provided by TPUD. Only when grid power is not
available will a back-up generator be utilized.

Noise

There will be noise generated during construction of the permitted buildings
and greenhouses. Noise levels during operation of the proposed uses will not result
in an increase in ambient noise levels.

Population and Housing

The proposed uses will not effect any existing housing nor displace any
persons and is not expected to induce substantial population growth.

Public Services

The Applicant will coordinate with the Trinity County Sheriff's Department
to develop a security system and emergency response plan consistent with state
regulatory requirements.

Recreation
The proposed uses will not impact any recreational facilities or uses.
Transportation/Traffic

During highest capacity operations, expected to be June, July, October and
November the combined uses could employ up to 52 persons daily. Additionally,
pursuant to state regulations, there will be at least one security guard onsite at all
times. During the slowest parts of the year, the combined uses could employ up to
14 persons and one security guard.

In addition to the employee traffic, vans or panel trucks (2 axle vehicles)
working for the Distribution company could make up to 10 roundtrips per day. The
entire project site will be fenced and subject to limited controlled access. No
members of the public can be allowed onto the project site once the licenses are
operational so no additional traffic is anticipated.

An internal circulation and parking plan is included.
Utilities and Service Systems

While the Nursery does not anticipate generating wastewater, any that is
generated will be conducted through floor drains to a cistern that will be pumped
and trucked offsite. All other wastewater will be from sinks and toilets connected to
the Weaverville Sewer District.
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