






ORDINANCE NO. 315-XXX 
AN ORDINANCE OF THE BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

OF THE COUNTY OF TRINITY 
AMENDING ZONING ORDINANCE NO. 315 BY 

CREATING SECTION 28.2 ALLOWING FOR 
COMMERCIAL MANUFACTURING OF CANNABIS 

The Board of Supervisors of the County of Trinity hereby finds and declares the following: 

Section 1:  Findings and Declarations: 

1. The voters of the State of California approved Proposition 215 (codified as Health and
Safety Code Section 11362.5 and entitled “The Compassionate Use Act of 1996”). The
intent of Proposition 215 was to ensure that seriously ill Californians have the right to
obtain and use Cannabis for medical purposes where that medical use is deemed
appropriate and has been recommended by a physician, and to ensure that patients and their
primary caregivers who obtain and use Cannabis for medical purposes upon the
recommendation of a physician are not thereby subject to criminal prosecution or sanction.

2. The State enacted SB 420 in 2004 known as the Medical Marijuana Program Act (codified
as Health and Safety Code section 11362.7et seq.) to clarify the scope of The
Compassionate Use Act of 1996, facilitate the prompt identification of qualified patients
and primary caregivers avoid unnecessary arrest and prosecution of these individuals,
provide needed guidance to law enforcement officers, promote uniform and consistent
application of the Act and enhance the access of patients and caregivers to medical
Cannabis through collective, cooperative cultivation projects and to allow local governing
bodies to adopt and enforce rules and regulations consistent with SB420.

3. On September 11, 2015, the State enacted the Medical Marijuana Regulation and Safety
Act (MMRSA) which took effect January 1, 2016, and which mandated a comprehensive
state licensure and regulatory framework for cultivation, manufacturing, distribution,
transportation, testing and dispensing of medical Cannabis on a commercial basis.
MMRSA was amended by SB 837. On June 27, 2017, the State enacted the Medicinal and
Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act setting forth regulations for State licensure
beginning in January, 2018.

4. Previous landmark Cannabis legislation, including the Compassionate Use Act and the
Medical Marijuana Program Act have precipitated a “green rush” with individuals moving
to Trinity County to grow and manufacturing Cannabis; with some seeking to capitalize on
ambiguities in the law while others lack an awareness of community and environmental
consciousness.

5. Senate Bill 94 known as the Medical and Adult-Use Cannabis Regulation and Safety Act
(MAUCRSA), established a comprehensive system to control and regulate the cultivation,
distribution, transport, storage, manufacturing, processing and sale of both of the
following:(1) Medicinal Cannabis and medicinal Cannabis products for patients with valid

EXHIBIT A



Ordinance No. 315-XXX 
DATE 
Page 2 of 7 

 

 

physician’s recommendations; and (2) Adult-use Cannabis and adult-use Cannabis 
products for adults 21 years of age and over. 

6. In the absence of a formal regulatory framework, Cannabis manufacturers are less likely 
to learn of, or implement, guidelines that are protective of the public peace health, safety 
and the environment. 

7. It is the purpose and intent of this Chapter to protect the health, safety, and general welfare 
of the residents and businesses within Trinity County and comply with state law and federal 
guidelines. 

8. It is the intent of the County of Trinity to have a strong and effective regulatory and 
enforcement system with regard to Cannabis that addresses threats to public safety, health 
and other law enforcement interests through robust controls and procedures that are 
effective in practice. 

9. This ordinance provides regulations and control over manufacturing of Cannabis, and 
prevents the potential introduction of dangerous product and practices within the County. 

Section 2: Application 
 

The County hereby enacts the following as Section 28.5 of the Trinity County Zoning Ordinance 
No.315:  Cannabis Manufacturing 

1. Definitions: 
 

A. “Cannabis” and “Marijuana” are used interchangeably and mean any plant of the genus 
Cannabis, as defined by section 11018 of the Health and Safety Code. 

B. “Manufacture” means to compound, blend, extract, infuse or otherwise make or prepare 
a cannabis product. In addition, “Manufacturer” means a licensee that conducts the 
production, preparation or compounding of cannabis or cannabis products either 
directly or indirectly or by extraction methods, or independently by means of chemical 
synthesis, or by a combination or extraction and chemical synthesis at a fixed location 
that packages or repackages cannabis or cannabis products or labels or relabels its 
container. 

C. “Nonvolatile solvent” means any solvent used in the extraction process that is not a 
volatile solvent, including carbon dioxide and ethanol. This requires a Type 6 license 
which allows for extraction using mechanical methods or nonvolatile solvents. 

D. "School" means an institution of learning for minors, whether public or private, 
offering a regular course of instruction required by the California Education Code, or 
any licensed preschool or child day care facility. This definition includes a nursery 
school, kindergarten, elementary school, middle or junior high school, senior high 
school, or any special institution of education, excluding homeschools. 

E. “Volatile solvent” means any solvent that is or produces a flammable gas or vapor that, 
when present in the air in sufficient quantities, will create explosive or ignitable 
mixtures. The state’s examples of volatile solvents include, butane, hexane, and 
propane. Type 7 licensee can use both nonvolatile and volatile solvents in its 
extractions, infusions or mechanical methods. 
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F. “Youth-oriented facility” means public park, and any establishment that advertises in 
a manner that identifies the establishment as catering to or providing services primarily 
intended for minors, or the individuals who regularly patronize, congregate or assemble 
at the establishment are predominantly minors. 

 
2. Allowable Zoning Districts 

 
A. Nonvolatile or mechanical methods Cannabis manufacturing facilities (requiring a 

Type 6, Type N and Type P State License) may be permitted in the following zoning 
districts subject to first obtaining a Conditional Use Permit: 

 
General Commercial (“C2”) 
Heavy Commercial (“C3”) 
Industrial (“I”) 
Agricultural (“A”) 
Specific Unit Development (“SUD”), whose guidelines specifically identify parcels 
for industrial development. 

 
B. Cannabis manufacturing facilities involving volatile, nonvolatile, or mechanical 

methods, processes or substances (requiring a Type 7 State license) may be permitted 
in the following zoning districts subject to first obtaining a Conditional Use Permit: 

 
Heavy Commercial (“C3”) 
Industrial (“I”) 
Specific Unit Development (“SUD”), whose guidelines specifically identify parcels 
for industrial development. 

 
C. Cannabis manufacturing facilities shall not be allowed within  the following  areas: 

i. Trinity County jurisdiction of the Whiskeytown-Shasta-Trinity 
National Recreation Area and within the lease lots within the Ruth 
Lake Community Services District. 

3. Types of Licenses Available: 
 

A. Type 6 Licenses are available for extractions using nonvolatile solvents or 
mechanical methods. 

B. Type 7 Licenses are available for extractions using volatile substances. 
C. Type N licenses are available for infusions, including using pre-extracted oils 

to create edibles, beverages, capsules, water cartridges, tinctures or topical. 
D. Type P Licenses are available for packaging and labeling only. 

 
4. Regulations: 

 
Cannabis manufacturing shall comply with all of the following regulations: 
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A. Cannabis manufacturing facilities shall be located only in zones that 
specifically provide for this use. The facility shall not be on prime Agricultural 
Soil, as determined by the Planning Director or his/her designee. 

B. Cannabis manufacturing facilities shall not be allowed within one thousand 
(1,000) feet of a youth-oriented facility, school, church, or residential treatment 
facility as defined herein. Cannabis manufacturing facilities shall not be within 
five hundred (500) feet from an authorized school bus stop, unless a variance is 
obtained. 

C. All Cannabis manufacturing operations shall ensure that Cannabis is obtained 
from licensed cultivation sources and shall implement best practices and 
comply with State law to ensure that all manufactured Cannabis products are 
properly stored, labeled, transported and inspected prior to distribution at a 
legally permitted and licensed retail outlet. Cannabis manufacturing operations 
shall purchase at least 75% of its Cannabis from Trinity County sources. 

D. Security plan shall be developed which is compliant with State requirements 
and submitted with an application and must be sufficient to restrict access to 
only those intended and to deter trespass and theft of Cannabis or Cannabis 
products shall be provided and maintained. The Security plan shall be approved 
by the Board of Supervisors, or its designee. 

E. A detailed Operating Site Plan must be submitted with an application for a 
Conditional Use Permit. 

F. Fire plans must be prepared by the applicant and approved by the Weaverville 
Fire District Chief or a designee of the Trinity County Board of Supervisors. 
An approved fire plan must be submitted with an application for a Conditional 
Use Permit. 

G. Applicants must apply for Certified Unified Program Agencies (“CUPA”) 
which, for Trinity County, is administered through the Department of Toxic 
Substances Control. 

H. Any employees of a Cannabis manufacturing facility operating potentially 
hazardous equipment shall be trained on the proper use of equipment and on 
the proper hazard response protocols in the event of equipment failure. In 
addition, employees handling edible Cannabis products or ingredients shall be 
trained on proper food safety practices. 

I. Any license holder of a manufacturing license shall not have been convicted of 
serious felony or Schedule I, II or III Felony, excluding a non-serious felony 
conviction for sale, transportation or cultivation of Cannabis except if the 
conviction is on public lands. Applicants will have to declare this under penalty 
of perjury on one of the application forms. 

J. For Type 7 licenses the following additional requirements must be met: 
i. Extractions must be in closed loop system as defined and prescribed by 

State of California. 
ii. Wastewater shall be disposed of in to an adequate sewage system, as 

prescribed by Trinity County Environmental Health Division and 
pursuant to California State regulations. 

iii. The facility must be setback a minimum of 100 feet from all adjacent 
property lines. 
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iv. All building structures must have operational automatic fire sprinklers. 
 

5. Required Findings: 
A. A Conditional Use Permit for Cannabis manufacturing shall not be granted by 

the appropriate authority unless all of the following findings are made based on 
substantial evidence: 

B. The manufacturing facility will comply with all of the requirements of the State 
and County for the Cannabis manufacturing. This includes, but is not limited 
to, product safety, THC levels, edible standards, timelines, packaging and 
labeling requirements. 

C. The manufacturing, as approved and conditioned will not result in significant 
unavoidable impacts on the environment. 

D. The manufacturing includes adequate quality control measures to ensure 
Cannabis manufactured at the site meets industry State standards. 

E. The manufacturing facility does not pose a significant threat to the public or to 
neighboring uses from explosion or from the release of harmful gases, liquids 
or substances. 

F. The manufacturing operations plan includes adequate measures that address the 
federal enforcement priorities for Cannabis activities. 

 
6. Required Conditions: 

In addition to any other conditions and mitigation that apply to all permits for Cannabis 
manufacturing: 

A. The manufacturer shall allow access to the facility and access to records if 
requested by the County, its officers, or agents, for an annual inspection and 
submit to inspections from the County or its officers to verify compliance with 
all relevant rules, regulations and conditions. 

B. The applicant for the manufacturing facility and the property owner shall 
indemnify, defend, and hold the County harmless from any and all claims and 
proceedings relating to the approval of the permit or relating to any damage to 
property or persons stemming from the commercial Cannabis activity. 

C. Any person operating a Cannabis manufacturing facility shall obtain a valid and 
fully executed commercial Cannabis manufacturing license from the State prior 
to commencing operations, and must maintain such license in good standing in 
order to continue operations. 

D. The property owner shall be responsible for ensuring that all commercial 
Cannabis activities at the site operate in good standing with permits and licenses 
required by the Trinity County Code and State law. Failure to take appropriate 
action to evict or otherwise remove operators who do not maintain permits or 
licenses in good standing with the County or State shall be grounds for the 
suspension or revocation of a Conditional Use Permit pursuant to this Chapter. 

E. The manufacturing facilities and activities shall be maintained in accordance 
with the operating plans approved by the County. 
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F. The Cannabis Manufacturing Program Fee is due annually from date of 
issuance and is set at: 

i. Type 6: $5,000.00 plus $1,000 towards the General Plan update. 
ii. Type 7: $6,000.00 plus $1,000 towards the General Plan update. 

iii. Type N: $2,000.00 plus $500 towards the General Plan update. 
iv. Type P: $2,000.00 plus $500 towards the General Plan update. 

G. The above Fee amounts are not anticipated to fully cover the cost of 
administering this Ordinance; however, within twelve months of this 
Ordinance, the County mayshall conduct a fee study to determine the total cost 
of administering this Ordinance. 

i. If, based on the results of the fee study, the fee needs to be increased; 
the County may increase the Fee by way of resolution for any new or 
renewal registrations. 

ii. If, based on the results of the fee study, the fee exceeds the cost of 
administering this Ordinance the County shall decrease the fee by way 
of resolution and shall also reimburse applicants their proportional share 
of any overpayment. 

 

7. Denial/Rescission of License: 
 

A. Applicant’s Application shall be denied or the issuance of a license rescinded 
if the Trinity County becomes aware of any of the following: 

 
i. The applicant has provided materially false documents or testimony; 

ii. The operation as proposed if permitted, would not comply with all 
applicable laws including but not limited to the Building, Planning, 
Housing, Fire and Health Codes of the County including the provisions 
of this Chapter and with all applicable laws including zoning and county 
ordinances; 

B. Applicant shall be given a minimum of seven (7) business days to correct any 
deficiencies prior to the issuance of a denial or rescission. 

C. Applicant or Licensee shall have the right to appeal any denials or rescissions 
as prescribed in Chapter 8.90.130 of the Trinity County Code. 

 
Section 3: CEQA 

 
The County finds that this Ordinance is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant Business and Professions Code section 26055(h) until July 1, 2019 because 
this Ordinance requires discretionary review for the individual licenses that are provided for 
within. 

 

The County finds that this Chapter is not subject to the California Environmental Quality Act 
(CEQA) pursuant to 14 Cal.Code Regs.Sec. 15378(b)(5) and is an administrative activity that will 
not  result  in  direct  or  indirect  physical  changes  in  the  environment.    The  establishment of 
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individual Cannabis manufacturing operations will require a Planning Commission-issued 
Conditional Use Permit requiring the applicant to complete a Project Initial Study-Environmental 
Checklist and Evaluation of Environmental Impacts. 

 
Section 4:  This ordinance shall take effect and be in full force and effect thirty (30) days after  
its passage and before the expiration of fifteen (15) days after passage of this ordinance, it shall be 
published once with the names of the members of the Board of Supervisors voting for and against 
the ordinance in the Trinity Journal, a newspaper of general circulation published in the County of 
Trinity State of California. 

 
Introduced at a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors held on the              day of  , 
        , and passed and enacted this          day of  ,            by the Board of Supervisors of 
the County of Trinity by motion, second (/), and the following vote: 

 
AYES: Supervisors 
NOES: None 

ABSENT: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
RECUSE:     None 

 
 
 

KEITH GROVES, CHAIRMAN 
Board of Supervisors 
County of Trinity 
State of California 

 

ATTEST: 
 
RICHARD KUHNS, Psy.D 
Clerk of the Board of Supervisors 

 
 
By:   

Deputy 
 
 
APPROVED AS TO FORM AND LEGAL EFFECT: 

 
 
 
Margaret E. Long, County Counsel 
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SECTION 13.1  AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE DISTRICT 
 OR "AP" DISTRICT 

A. GENERAL DESCRIPTION:  Agricultural Preserve Zoning Districts are those areas of
the County containing agricultural lands of at least 100 acres which qualify for inclusion
under the California Land Conservation Act (Cal. Govt Code, Sec. 51200 et, seq.).
Purpose of this Zoning District is to preserve and insure the continuing utilization of
lands for agricultural production purposes.  To obtain the benefits of Agricultural
Preserve Zoning the property owner must enter into a contract with the County. Failure to
abide by this contract will result in cancellation of the Zoning and its benefits as well as
severe tax penalties.

B. LIST OF USES PERMITTED IN AN AGRICULTURAL PRESERVE DISTRICT:

Agricultural Packing Plant 
Animal Husbandry 
Apiary 
Aviary 
Dairy 
Grazing 
Forestry 
Hog Ranch 
Nursery 
Orchard 
Poultry Farm 
Row and Field Crops 
Vineyard 
Other uses found to be similar in nature as determined by the   
Planning Commission. 

C. LIST OF USES PERMITTED ON A PARCEL ONLY AFTER OBTAINING A USE
PERMIT:

Cattle Feed Yard 
Farm Labor Quarters 
Hydroelectric power generating facilities for commercial use  
Kennel, breeding 
Labor Camp 
Slaughterhouse 
Tent Camp 

EXHIBIT B
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D. ACCESSORY BUILDINGS AND USES:  The following accessory uses are deemed to 

be compatible with agricultural uses provided they do not significantly detract from the 
use of the property for, or inhibit, agricultural uses: 

 
Accessory buildings and uses normally incidental to the uses permitted. 

 
One single family dwelling per parcel and normal residential accessory to harvesting or 
planting operations. 
 
Temporary labor camps, less than one year in duration, accessory to harvesting or 
planting operations. 

 
Recreational use such as walking, hiking, picnicking, swimming, boating, fishing, or 
hunting. 

 
E. MINIMUM PARCEL AREA:  The minimum acreage to be considered for an 

Agricultural Preserve District shall be one hundred (100) contiguous acres.  Parcels 
within an Agricultural Preserve shall not be less than forty (40) acres, or a quarter-quarter 
section. 

 
F. BUILDING HEIGHT:  The maximum building height shall be forty (40) feet. 
 
G. FRONT YARD SETBACK:  The front yard setback shall have a minimum depth of 

twenty (20) feet. (Ord. 315-722) 
 
 
H. SIDE YARD SETBACK:  Each side yard shall have a minimum setback of twenty (20) 

feet. 
 
I. REAR YARD SETBACK:  The rear yard setback shall be a minimum of twenty (20) 

feet. 
 
J. CONTRACT ELIGIBILITY:  Land zoned as Agricultural Preserve may qualify for 

property tax benefits conferred through a "Land Conservation Contract" as provided by 
this section and the California Land Conservation Act. 

 
K. CRITERIA FOR INCLUSION:  The following criteria must be met before land is 

included in a "Land Conservation Contract".  Each parcel proposed for inclusion in a 
contract shall meet these criteria individually rather than collectively (i.e., merger of 
parcels may be required prior to inclusion). 

 
1. There shall be a capital outlay for agricultural capital improvements affixed to the 

land in the minimum total sum of $20,000.00, excluding applicant's residence and 
original cost of land.  The value of such capital improvements shall be made on 
the basis of replacement  cost.  Not more than 25% of such capital outlay may 
consist of breeding stock. 
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2. Each parcel shall lie within an Agricultural Preserve. Parcels considered for 
contract shall not be less than forty (40) acres, or a quarter-quarter section. 

 
3. The gross income derived from such agricultural land must be at least fifty 

percent (50%) of its estimated agricultural (production of food or fiber for 
commercial purposes) capabilities.  Said estimated capabilities to be determined 
by the Board of Supervisors with assistance from appropriate advisory agencies.  
This clause refers to the qualifications of the applicant, and does not affect the 
findings of the County Assessor. 

 
4. The applicant shall furnish supporting information concerning the land's 

agricultural capabilities and use, including gross annual income and expenses, 
inventory of livestock, capital improvements and such other information as the 
County may deem necessary in making its determination of eligibility and the 
payments the landowner should receive under the contract. 

 
5. Each application shall be signed by all owners and security holders of record. 

 
6. All contracts and each renewal thereof will be for a term of ten (10) years.  Each 

contract shall be automatically renewed annually on the renewal date, so long as 
notice of non-renewal has not been filed by either party. 

 
7. The initial date and the renewal date for all contracts shall be July 1. 

 
8. All applications for contract shall be submitted prior to October 1 of the year 

preceding the year in which the landowner desires to effectuate the contract.  If 
the application is approved and the contract is signed prior to the lien date in any 
year, the contract shall be effective as of July 1 of that year. If approval is 
obtained upon or after the lien date, the contract shall be effective as of July of the 
succeeding year. 

 
 
L. NOTICE OF NONRENEWAL:  If either the landowner or the County desires in any year 

not to renew the contract, that party shall serve written notice of nonrenewal of the 
contract upon the other party in advance of the annual renewal date of the contract. 
Unless such written notice is served by the landowner at least 90 days prior to the 
renewal date or by the County at least 60 days prior to the renewal date, the contract shall 
be considered renewed for 10 years. 

 
M. CANCELLATION:  Failure to utilize land zoned Agricultural Preserve consistent with 

the intent of this Ordinance as determined by the County shall be grounds for cancellation 
of the contract. Cancellation of the contract by the property  owner shall be in accordance 
with the following procedures: 
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A sum equal to the tax savings for each and every year the contract has been in 
effect, plus a compounded interest component to be determined by an announced 
rate which has the same yield rate for long term United States Government Bonds 
as published by the Federal Reserve Board for each year, rounded to the nearest 
one-quarter percent (1/4%) or an amount equal to seventy percent (70%) pursuant 
to Chapter 7, Article 5, Paragraphs 51283 and 51283.3 of the California 
Government Code, whichever is greater, shall be provided to the County prior to 
cancellation of the contract. 

 
N. RECORDATION:  All contracts, cancellations of contracts, and notices of non-renewal 

of the contracts shall be recorded with the County Recorder. 
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SECTION 29.5. ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW AND PRESERVATION: 
SPECIAL TREATMENT (ST) 

A. PURPOSE:  The purpose of this Section is to promote the public health, safety, and
general welfare by providing for the identification, protection, enhancement,
perpetuation, and use of improvements, buildings, structures, signs, objects, features,
sites, places, and areas within the County that reflect special elements of the County's
architectural, artistic, cultural, engineering, aesthetic, historical, political, social, and
other heritage for the following reasons:

1. To safeguard the County's heritage as embodied and reflected in such resources;

2. To encourage public knowledge, understanding, and appreciation of the County's
past;

3. To foster civic and neighborhood pride and a sense of identity based on the
recognition and use of cultural resources;

4. To promote the enjoyment and use of cultural resources appropriate for the
education and recreation of the people of the County;

5. To preserve diverse and harmonious architectural styles and design preferences
reflecting phases of the County's history and to encourage complementary
contemporary design and construction;

6. To enhance property values and to increase economic and financial benefits to the
County and its inhabitants;

7. To protect and enhance the County's attraction to tourists and visitors (thereby
stimulating business and industry);

8. To identify as early as possible and resolve conflicts between the preservation of
cultural resources and alternative land uses;

9. To integrate the preservation of cultural resources into public and private land
management and development processes;

10. To conserve valuable material and energy resources by ongoing use and
maintenance of the existing historic environment.

EXHIBIT D
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B. AREA OF APPLICATION:  This Section shall apply to: a) all Districts or sites listed in
the National Register of Historic Places; b) to other sites of historic significance upon
application of the property owner.  Said areas or sites shall be zoned as "Special
Treatment"  (ST), or "Special Treatment

Area" (STA) (which shall be applied as an overlay zone) upon approval of the Board of
Supervisors.

C. DISTRICT BOUNDARIES:

District I:
Siskiyou/Trinity County line, Shasta/Trinity County line, divide between 
Grass Valley Creek and Indian Creek, divide between Vitzhum Gulch and 
Tom Lang Gulch, unnamed ridge, Lime Kiln Gulch, Browns Mountain, Rush 
Creek Road, Highway 3, Rush Creek, divide between Canyon Creek and 
Stuart Fork, to the point of beginning. 

District II:  
Humboldt/Trinity County line, Siskiyou/Trinity County line, divide between 
Canyon Creek and Stuart Fork, Rush Creek, Highway 3, Rush Creek Road, 
Browns Mountain, Lime Kiln Gulch, unnamed ridge, divide between Vitzhum 
Gulch and Tom Lang Gulch, divide between Grass Valley Creek and Indian 
Creek, Shasta/Trinity County line, Hayfork divide, Hells Half Acre Creek, to 
the point of beginning. 

District III: 
Hells Half Acre Creek, Hayfork divide, Shasta/Trinity County line, 
Tehama/Trinity County line, Mendocino/Trinity County line, 
Humboldt/Trinity County line, to the point of beginning. 

A. PERMITTED USES:  All uses permitted in the underlying zone shall be
permitted in the "ST" or "STA" overlay zone provided that review and
approval is obtained from the appropriate Architectural Review and
Preservation Committee for any proposal to tear down, demolish,
construct, alter or remove any improvement, or any portion thereof, which
lies within a Historical District or Special Treatment Area or which has
been designated as a Landmark, or Special Treatment Site in agreement
with the provisions of this Section;  or to alter in any manner an exterior
architectural element of any improvement within a Historical District or
Special Treatment Area or Special Treatment Site; or to place, erect, alter
or relocate any sign within a Historical District or on a Special Treatment
Site; or to remove trees (larger than 3 inches diameter at breast height) or
riparian vegetation; or to locate, alter or remove any item affecting the
general appearance of a Historical District or Special Treatment Area or
Special Treatment Site.
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E. ESTABLISHMENT OF ARCHITECTURAL REVIEW AND PRESERVATION
COMMITTEE:  There are established in the County three Architectural Review and
Preservation Committees, each consisting of five members appointed by the Board of
Supervisors.  The members of each Committee shall be residents of the County.  Each
Committee shall consist of a Planning Commission member, an architect or contractor or
builder, a Historical Society Member, a member of the business community (who  owns a
business within a Special Treatment Area under the Committee's jurisdiction), and a
representative of the artistic community.  A Planning Department Staff member shall
serve as secretary.  Said Planning Staff member shall be a non-voting member of the
Committee.

Each Committee shall have the power and authority to perform all the duties as 
described and provided in Subsection F. The original appointment of the members 
of the Committee shall be made for four-year staggered terms.  If a member is 
unable to fulfill his/her term, the Board of Supervisors shall make an interim 
appointment to fill the unexpired term of that member and, where the member is 
required to have special qualifications, such vacancy shall be filled by interim 
appointment, in the manner described in this section, with a person having those 
qualifications.  Members may continue to serve upon re-appointment by the Board 
of Supervisors. 

F. COMMITTEE AUTHORITY:

l. The Committee shall have the following authority:

(a) To conduct any survey of local properties within the boundaries of the
County, complying with all applicable standards and criteria of the
statewide survey undertaken by the State Historic Preservation Office;

(b) To serve in an advisory capacity to the Board of Supervisors when
conducting studies and/or retaining consultants for projects within the
Historic Districts or Special Treatment Areas.

(c) To adopt specific guidelines for Landmarks, Special Treatment Sites,
improvements within the Historical District and Special Treatment Areas.
These guidelines shall be subject to approval of the Board of Supervisors;

(d) To cooperate with Federal and State governments in the pursuit of the
objectives of historic preservation;

(e) To participate in the review and approval of land use, renewal, community
or County improvements and other planning undertaken or approved by
any agency or official of the County, State or Federal governments;
(applies only to areas or sites affected by this section)
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(f) To establish and maintain a detailed inventory of improvements, structures
and buildings within the Historical Districts and Special Treatment Areas
and of Landmarks, Landmark Sites and Special Treatment Sites within the
County;

(g) To establish rules and regulations which are necessary for the effective
conduct of the business of the Committee;

(h) To perform all other duties, responsibilities and functions outlined in this
Section, and all other duties which are proper or necessary to the purpose
of this Section.  The Committee shall obtain approval from the Board of
Supervisors prior to entering into any contractual relationship or incurring
any expenses.

G. REVIEW CRITERIA:  The Architectural Review and Preservation Committee may
approve a project or proposal for work as described in Subsection D if it determines that:

1. The proposed construction, removal, rehabilitation, alteration, remodeling,
excavation, placement or exterior alteration conforms with the purposes of
this
section and specifically emphasizes the preservation of architectural styles
existing  in the County circa 1900 (i.e. 1890-1910), or emphasizes other
distinct or noteworthy architectural styles of the area or site.

H. DESIGN GUIDELINES:  Subject to approval by the Board of Supervisors, the
Committee shall by resolution adopt minimum Design Guidelines to use in its review of
applications within Special Treatment Areas and Special Treatment Sites relating to new
construction, rehabilitation, preservation, restoration or reconstruction of any
improvements, signs, buildings or structures.  Any such guidelines shall not be adopted or
amended by the Committee without prior public hearing. Notice of the date, place and
time and a general description of the proposal shall be published at least ten (10) days
prior to such hearing in the local newspaper. There shall be guidelines for commercial
improvements and residential improvements.

These Design Guidelines shall pertain to the type of construction as it relates to historic
use of the site, rather than actual use of the building or property (e.g. a house used for
commercial purposes would need to meet guidelines for residential structures).

I. APPLICATION PROCEDURES:  Applications for approval of activities covered by this
Section shall be accompanied by the following materials in addition to other information
that the Committee may deem appropriate in making its decision:

1. An elevation of each exposed side of the existing or proposed building or
buildings, drawn at a scale of one- eighth (1/8) of an inch equals one foot (1'), or
larger, identifying all materials, textures and colors to be used;



Ordinance No. 315 
Section 29.5 
Page 5 of 6 

 
 

2. Samples of all materials, including paint chips of the proposed exterior colors; 
 

1. A site plan indicating existing topography, vegetation, structures and adjacent 
development, drawn at a scale of one-eighth (1/8) of an inch equals one foot (1') 
or  larger; 

 
4. Drawings of exterior details on buildings include: light standards and fixtures; 

screens for mechanical equipment or trash, meters and meter boxes; existing and 
proposed signs; and such other details as may exist on any building or property; 

 
 5. Drawings of the exterior of structures, displays (including window coverings, 

treatments or screening) or furniture or merchandise (located outside of a 
structure) to be located upon sites within the Special Treatment Area or Site, 
including fences, signs and lighting; 

 
 6. Site photographs indicating topography, vegetation, existing structures and 

adjacent development; 
 

 7. True, correct and complete copies of old photographs or historical records if 
available pertaining to the existing building site or area; 

 
 8. Where the application involves grading or drainage work, a plan indicating 

existing (solid line) and proposed (dashed line) contours, at two foot (2') or five 
foot (5') intervals, and all existing features of the grade; 

 
 9. Conceptual landscape plans, including lighting, general type of vegetation, size 

and location of ground covers, trees and other vegetation, where changes of 
landscaping are proposed; 

 
10. Development which will alter or interrupt in a significant manner views or vistas 

from a public street or way shall be visually apparent on the site plan. 
Documentation shall be submitted indicating that alternative ways of preserving 
sight lines have been considered; 

 
11. Applications for signs shall include: a site plan showing the location of the 

building upon which the sign will be attached; an elevational drawing showing the 
location on the building where the sign will be placed (drawn to scale); a rendition 
(drawn to scale) of the proposed sign, including size (length, width, depth), 
design, height from ground, distance from other nearby signs; lighting, colors 
(paint chips); and lettering styles; 

 
12. Any or all of the application requirements as written in this subsection may be 

waived at the discretion of the Committee; 
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13. Proposals or projects not involving the construction of new buildings or utilizing
an estimated value of less than $5,000 in materials shall not be subject to review
fees.

J. DEMOLITION OR REMOVAL:  No improvement, structure, or  building located within
a Historic District, Special Treatment Area or Special Treatment Site shall be torn down,
demolished or removed unless such improvement, structure or building is or has become
so damaged or dilapidated, either from fire or other elements or from natural
deterioration, that it is unusable and cannot reasonably be repaired or restored.  Approval
to demolish, tear down or remove shall be obtained from the Committee and is subject to
the issuance of a demolition permit required by the County Building Department.

K. SIGNS - GENERAL REQUIREMENTS:

1. All signs shall be constructed of wood or other materials commonly used in the
affected district or general area circa 1900.

2. Indirect light sources may be used, as approved by the Committee, but internally
illuminated, flashing, neon, colored light, animated or moving signs are
specifically prohibited.

3. All signs shall be consistent in color, design, lettering and style traditionally used
in the affected Special Treatment Area.

L. VARIATION FROM BUILDING CODE REQUIREMENTS AND
ENCROACHMENTS:  The Building Inspector is authorized and directed, where
applicable, to administer and enforce as alternative building regulations, those rules and
regulations adopted in agreement with the Park and State Historical Building Code of
Title 24 and building standards of California Administrative Code as authorized in
Section 18950 through 18960 of the Health and Safety Code.  Said direction shall apply
to any area or site subject to the provisions of the Section.

M. ORDINARY MAINTENANCE AND REPAIR:  Nothing in this Section shall be
construed to prevent the ordinary maintenance and repair of any improvement, sign or
exterior architectural feature, which was constructed, placed, erected or located in
conformance with this Section, in or on any property covered by this Section that does
not involve a change in design, materials or exterior appearance; nor does this Section
prevent the construction, reconstruction, alteration, restoration, demolition or removal of
any such feature when the Building Inspector certifies to the Committee that such action
is required for the public safety due to unsafe or dangerous conditions and cannot
reasonably be restored or repaired.
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